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Document No. 2369

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 43
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 59-5-60 and 59-30-10, et seq. 

43-262.3.  Reading, Writing, and Mathematics Objectives for Grades 1-12
Synopsis:

The State Board of Education promulgated amendments to Regulation 43-262.3, Reading, Writing, and Mathematics Objectives for Grades 1-12.  The regulation will delete objectives for grades 1-8, which have been replaced by State Board of Education approved standards.  The objectives were necessary for the BSAP test for grades 1, 2, 3, 6 and 8.  Those tests have been replaced by a new statewide testing program. 

Final Assessment Report Summary Prepared by the Office of Research and Statistics of the S.C. Budget and Control Board:  N/A 
Instruction:  Replace text in its entirety with the following.

Text:

43-262.3. Reading, Writing and Mathematics Objectives for Grades 1-12

Pursuant to legislative requirements, it is the expressed policy of the Board that the BSAP Exit Examination shall be based on the objectives for grades 9-12.

The expressed policy of the State Board of Education is that the grade 9-12 objectives should be considered in providing instruction in the basic skill areas of reading, writing and mathematics.  Additionally, pursuant to Sections 1(d)(2) and 2(e) of Act 631 of 1978, it is the expressed policy of the Board that the objectives, in conjunction with the information derived from criterion-referenced tests or other assessment procedures, be used in providing basic instruction to aid students who exhibit deficiencies in bringing their performance up to such statewide minimum standards as may be set for the BSAP Exit Examination.

These objectives should also be considered in the development of educational programs for disabled students.  However, the appropriateness of measurement strategies and instructional activities must be determined by each child’s Individualized Education Program as set forth by the Individuals and Disabilities Education Act.

The State Superintendent of Education is authorized to take such administrative action as he/she may deem necessary and appropriate for the purposes of fulfilling the intent of these policies.

READING:  GRADES NINE-TWELVE

DECODING AND WORD MEANING

Objective:  The student can use word recognition skills and can determine the meanings of words.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Identifying the meaning of given words or terms.  These may be words selected from a content field such as social studies or the sciences; terminology associated with product labels, application forms, consumer and governmental publications, and legal documents; words with one or more affixes; compound words; words with a synonym, antonym, homonym, or multiple meaning; words used connotatively; words used figuratively; or words defined by their context or origin.

DETAILS

Objective:  The student can accurately comprehend the details in a reading selection.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Answering questions that ask "who," "what," "where," "when," "why," "how," "how many," or "in what sequence" about information that has been directly stated in reading selections.  These selections may be sets of directions; product labels; consumer, governmental, or legal documents; editorials, feature articles, or news stories; business letters; stories; poems; or excerpts from books or  plays.

MAIN IDEA

Objective:  The student can determine the main idea of a reading selection.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Identifying or generating statements that most accurately and comprehensively summarize the contents of reading selections.  These selections may be paragraphs; editorials, feature articles, or news stories; business letters; essays; stories; or excerpts from books.

REFERENCE USAGE

Objective:  The student can locate and utilize desired information in reference sources.

Suggested Measurement Stategy: Locating and utilizing requested information in reference sources such as books' tables of contents, indexes, glossaries, appendixes, and bibliographies; dictionaries; thesauruses; encyclopedias; the library card catalog; the Reader's Guide; graphs, tables; charts; maps; atlases; telephone directories; and newspapers.

INFERENCE

Objective:  The student can make valid inferences about a reading selection.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Identifying or generating reasonable answers to questions about information not directly stated in reading selections.  The questions asked may require determining themes or authors' purposes, making comparisons, deducing causes and effects, drawing conclusions, predicting outcomes, or applying information presented in selections to different situations.  The selections may be paragraphs, essays, editorials, feature articles, news stories, letters, stories, poems, or excerpts from books or plays.

ANALYSIS OF LITERATURE

Objective:  The student can critically analyze a reading selection.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Making critical judgments or answering questions that ask for analyses of the structure or content of reading selections.  The questions may require identifying a selection's genre (e.g., editorial, essay, etc.); identifying structural elements (e.g., plot, point of view, etc.); identifying rhetorical devices (e.g., poetic language, propaganda techniques, etc.); or identifying the nature of the information presented (e.g., fact, opinion, etc.).  The selections to be analyzed may be paragraphs, essays, editorials, feature articles, news stories, letters, advertisements, stories, poems, or excerpts from books or plays.

WRITING:  GRADES NINE-TWELVE

HANDWRITING

Objective:  The student can write legibly.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Writing legible routine special assignments.

MECHANICS

Objective:  The student can spell, capitalize, and punctuate correctly.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Correctly spelling, capitalizing, and punctuating written communications.  These communications may be sentences, paragraphs, stories, outlines, and letters.  The words involved may be words selected from a vocabulary list, words selected to exemplify phonetic or structural rules, words with irregular spellings, and abbreviations.  These words may require capital letters, apostrophes, or hyphens.  The communications may require the use of periods, commas, quotation marks, colons, semi-colons, dashes, underlining, parentheses, question marks, and exclamation points.

WORD USAGE

Objective:  The student can use words appropriately.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Selecting words which are appropriate in meaning and grammatical form for a given context.  These words may include nouns, verbs, pronouns, prepositions, conjunctions, adjectives, adverbs, and interjections.

SENTENCE FORMATION

Objective:  The student can compose sentences.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Composing or selecting correctly coordinated and modified simple, compound, or complex sentences.  These sentences may be constructed so that they represent specified sentence patterns.

COMPOSITION

Objective:  The student can communicate ideas in writing.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Writing paragraphs, essays, outlines, reports, sets of directions, or letters, or supplying the information needed on application forms.  These communications may be evaluated on their organization, content, and correctness of expression, mechanics, and legibility.


MATHEMATICS:  GRADES NINE-TWELVE

CONCEPTS

Objective:  The student can apply numerical concepts.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Answering questions about numerical quantities and representations.  These questions may require comprehending mathematical symbols and terminology, identifying equivalent ways of expressing the same numerical quantity, establishing relationships between numerical quantities, estimating, determining place value, creating or comparing sets, using formulas, developing or interpreting graphs, using tables, or establishing ratios or proportions.

OPERATIONS

Objective:  The student can compute accurately.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Determining the answers to exercises requiring a mathematical operation.  The exercises to be solved may require adding, subtracting, multiplying, or dividing whole numbers, signed numbers, fractions, mixed numbers, decimals, or percents, or extracting square roots.

MEASUREMENT

Objective:  The student can apply measurement concepts.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Answering questions about measurement.  These questions may require selecting an appropriate measurement unit or measuring device; estimating or measuring length, weight, volume, or temperature in metric or customary units; converting units within a measurement system; performing calculations with measured quantities; or interpreting scale drawings.

GEOMETRY

Objective:  The student can apply geometric concepts.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Answering questions about geometric representations.  These questions may require identifying, comparing, or constructing geometric figures; identifying properties of geometric figures; using the Pythagorean relationship; or determining the perimeters, areas, or volumes of geometric figures.

PROBLEM SOLVING

Objective:  The student can solve problems requiring the use of mathematics.

Suggested Measurement Strategy: Determining the solutions to verbal and nonverbal problems.  These problems may require performing one or more mathematical operations with whole numbers, fractions, mixed numbers, decimals, percents, or measurement units.  The problems may also require applying a formula and/or using information presented graphically.  Problems will focus on situations, which may be encountered by students now, or in adult life, including those situations requiring consumer and producer skills.

Fiscal Impact Statement:


The Department of Education estimates that there will be no costs incurred to the State and its political subdivisions in complying with the promulgated regulation.

