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Document No. 2388

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority:  1976 S.C. Code Section 59-5-60

R43-51.2.  Education Programs

Synopsis:


The State Board of Education promulgated amendments to Sub-regulation 43-51.2, Education Programs.  The regulation will clarify requirements for those individuals seeking a teaching certificate in South Carolina as addressed below:


(1)
The promulgated amendment will specify the requirement for a complete application and FBI fingerprint review.


(2)
The promulgated amendment will specify the level of acceptable accreditation for an out-of-state approved teacher education program.


(3)
The promulgated amendment will clarify the areas allowed for out-of-state applicants.


(4)
The promulgated amendment will eliminate redundancy and maintain consistency in the certification requirements.


(5)
The promulgated amendment will specify the type of certificate appropriate for Critical Needs Teacher Preparation.

Instructions:  This sub-regulation is being amended and will read as follows:

Text:

R43-51.2.  Education Programs

1.
South Carolina Teacher Education Programs.


To be eligible for a South Carolina teaching certificate, the applicant must:

A.
Complete a teacher education program approved for certification by the South Carolina State Board of Education.


B.
Score at least the minimum qualifying score on the required examinations.


C.
Submit a complete application and receive a clear FBI fingerprint review.  Eligible applicants who have prior arrests and/or convictions must undergo a review by the State Board of Education and be approved before a certificate may be issued.

2.
Out-of-State Teacher Education Programs.


To be eligible for a South Carolina teaching certificate, the applicant must:


A.
Complete an out-of-state teacher education program approved by that state’s appropriate credentialing agency provided the institution is regionally or nationally accredited or which has programs approved for teacher education by the South Carolina State Board of Education.


B.
Score at least the minimum qualifying score on the required examinations.



C.
Initial or advanced certification will be awarded only in the area(s) on the application of the out-of-state applicant’s state-approved teacher education program that most closely conform(s) to a corresponding or relevant South Carolina area of certification.



D.
Submit a complete application and receive a clear FBI fingerprint review.  Eligible applicants who have prior arrests and/or convictions must undergo a review by the State Board of Education and be approved before a certificate may be issued.
3.
Critical Need Teacher Certificate Program (Alternative Teacher Preparation). 

An individual who qualifies under the Critical Need Conditional Teacher Certification Guidelines as adopted by the State Board of Education may be issued an Initial Certification.  Successful completion of certification requirements as prescribed in the Guidelines will qualify the applicant for the Professional Certificate.

Fiscal Impact Statement:


The Department of Education estimates that there will be no costs incurred to the State and its political subdivisions in complying with the promulgated regulation.

