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Document No. 2397

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority:  1976 S.C. Code Section 59-5-60

R43-55.  Renewal of Credentials

Synopsis:


The State Board of Education promulgated amendments to Regulation 43-55, Renewal of Credentials.  The regulation will clarify requirements for those individuals seeking a teaching certificate in South Carolina as addressed below:

(1) The promulgated amendment will provide the closing date of the validity period.


(2)
The promulgated amendment will specify the length of time for a regular credential after holding a temporary credential.


(3)
The promulgated amendment will clarify the name of the office.


(4)
The promulgated amendment clarifies the renewal credit requirements by eliminating redundancy and using concise language.


(5)
The promulgated amendment will clarify language for credit earned through college courses.


(6)
The promulgated amendment will clarify language, identify the name of the office and level of acceptable accreditation.


(7)
The promulgated amendment will provide correct grammar in the regulation.


(8)
The promulgated amendment will insert the name of the office.


(9)
The promulgated amendment will change the requirements for renewal credit.

Instructions:  This regulation is being amended and will read as follows:

Text:

R43-55.  Renewal of Credentials

The Professional Certificate is valid for five years and expires on June 30 of the expiration year.
1.
The total number of years an individual holds any type of temporary credential issued by South Carolina will be deducted from the normal five-year life of the Professional Certificate at the time of issue.

2.
To renew a Professional Certificate, an applicant shall:

A.
Submit a written request to have the credential renewed and the required fee for credential renewal to the Office of Teacher Education, Certification and Evaluation.

B.
Submit documentation of having met State Board of Education requirements for certificate renewal for six (6) semester hours or the equivalent in a certification area during the certification validity period.  The semester hours or equivalent may be one of the following:


(1)
Six semester hours of appropriate college/university transcript credit;


(2)
120 in-service points earned through an approved district certificate renewal plan;


(3)
Six semester hours of State Department of Education approved in-service credit; or


(4)
Any combination of college transcript credit, in-service points, or State Department of Education approved in-service credit.

3.
Credit earned through college courses, State Department of Education in-service credit or district renewal points in fields of critical need may be applied toward certificate renewal.
4.
College/university renewal credit earned for certification renewal purposes shall:


A.
Be earned through a nationally or regionally accredited college or university or in a college or university which has programs approved for teacher education by the South Carolina State Board of Education.


B.
Be submitted via official transcript to the Office of Teacher Education, Certification and Evaluation.


C.
Be computed in semester hours.
5.
District renewal point system credit shall:


A.
Be earned within a district certificate renewal point plan which is approved under State Board of Education criteria;



B.
Be awarded at the maximum rate of one (1) point for one hour of direct individual participation and twenty (20) points shall be considered the equivalent of one (1) semester hour of transcript credit for the purposes of computing certificate renewal; and


C.
Be reciprocal from one South Carolina State Board of Education approved district renewal plan to another.

6.
State Department of Education approved certificate renewal course credit shall:



A.
Be earned within a planned course of instruction approved for renewal under State Board of Education requirements, and

B.
Be awarded on the basis of one certificate renewal hour of credit for each fifteen (15) hours of direct individual participation.


7.
Credit will not be allowed for a renewal activity that is repeated unless the activity has received prior approval in writing from the Director of the Office of Teacher Education, Certification and Evaluation.

8.

Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) shall not be used for initial certification or credential renewal.
9.
Credit earned through college courses and/or State Department of Education approved in-service courses and/or district certificate renewal points shall be relevant to one of the primary content area(s) of certification.  Teachers can designate up to five (5) areas as their primary certification areas.  All areas for which the applicant retains beyond the five (5) primary areas of the certification will continue to be listed on the certificate. 

10.  Regulations governing effective dates of renewed certificates shall be the same as those for initial and revised certificates.

Fiscal Impact Statement:


The Department of Education estimates that there will be no costs incurred to the State and its political subdivisions in complying with the promulgated regulation.

