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Document No. 2424

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Chapter 43

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 59-5-60 (3 & 6) and 59-39-100

43-240.  Summer Programs

Synopsis:  The South Carolina Education Accountability Act passed by the General Assembly and signed into law by the Governor on June 10, 1998, defines additional services the school and district will provide in order to ensure student success at the next grade level.  To do so, the State Board of Education proposed that R43-240 be amended to provide for greater specificity regarding the minimum amount of instructional hours required to meet the needs of students.

Instructions:  R43-240, Summer Programs, is amended and should read as follows:

Text:

Instruction offered in summer programs must meet the same rigor and standards required during the regular school year.  Each summer school with 100 or more students shall employ a certified principal to direct the program.  The final accreditation status of the summer program will be reflected in the overall district rating for the next year.

I. 
Qualifications of Teachers, Kindergarten; Grades 1-12:

The qualifications of each teacher shall be the same as those for the regular term.
 II.
Kindergarten; Grades 1-8:


Organization and Administration:


1.
Pupil/teacher ratio shall not exceed 25:1 in each classroom for grades K-6, or 30:1 in each classroom for grades 7-8.


2.
For students in grades 3-8, a summer program designed for academic assistance under the Educational Accountability Act of 1998 (EAA) will be no less than 30 instructional hours.  For students in grades K, 1, and 2, not on academic plans established by EAA, the districts may determine the length of the school day and the number of days scheduled.


3.
Summer schools operated for students who are earning high school units of credit must meet all the requirements established for grades 9-12.

III.
Secondary Program Administration:  Grades 9-12; Courses for High School Credit


Secondary Schools



1.
Pupil/teacher ratio shall not exceed 30:1 in each classroom. 



2.
All students taking a course for one unit of credit must receive at least 120 hours of instruction in that subject area.


3.
No teacher shall be assigned to teach more than one subject or one level of the same subject during one period for credit.  (Exception:  Two consecutive levels of coursework in the same subject area may be taught during one period if all students are repeating a course and the combined membership does not exceed 15 students.)


4.
No student may earn more than two units of credit during one summer school session. 



5.* No student shall be allowed to apply more than a total of six units earned in summer school, and/or through approved correspondence courses, and/or adult education programs to the units required for a state high school diploma. 



6.* There is no limit on the number of credits a student may earn in a summer program that is operated on a quarterly basis as part of a twelve-month school program.  These students may not apply more than two units earned through correspondence courses and/or adult education programs to the units required for a state high school diploma. 

_________________

*Students properly in membership before the beginning of the 1997-98 school year must earn 20 units of credit as prescribed by the State Board of Education.  Beginning with the ninth grade class of 1997-98, and thereafter, students properly in membership must earn 24 units of credit as prescribed by the State Board of Education.

Fiscal Impact Statement: 
Fiscal impact will vary from district to district depending upon program needs.  In FY 00 there will be $10 million in EAA with a Proviso for districts to also use the $10 million for the remainder of the FY 99 school year.

