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Document No. 2466


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION


BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS


Chapter 81


Statutory Authority:  1976 Code Sections 40-47-20; 40-1-70

Synopsis:

The Board of Medical Examiners amended Regulation 81-90(B)(5) to permit licensure by endorsement of osteopathic physicians who have successfully completed a written examination of another state medical, osteopathic, or composite board prior to 1976, if the applicant also meets all other requirements approved by the Board.

Instructions: Amend current regulations, by amending Regulation 81-90(B)(5) as it appears in the text below.

Text:

81-90. Requirements For Permanent License.

Requirements for a permanent license to practice medicine in South Carolina include the following educational, examination, postgraduate residency training and other requirements:

A. With respect to the educational requirements for licensure, applicants must document to the satisfaction of the Board:



(1) Graduation from a medical school located in the United States, its territories or possessions, or Canada which is accredited by the Liaison Committee on Medical Education or other accrediting body approved by the Board, or



(2) Graduation from a school of osteopathic medicine located in the United States, its territories or possession, or Canada accredited by the American Osteopathic Association or other accrediting body approved by the Board, or



(3) Graduation from a medical school located outside the United States or Canada.




(a) Graduates of medical schools located outside of the United States or Canada must possess a Standard Certificate from the Education Commission on Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG), or




(b) Document successful completion of a Fifth Pathway program and be currently Board Certified by a Specialty Board recognized by the American Board of Medical Specialties or the American Osteopathic Association.




(c) Notwithstanding 81‑90 A(3)(a) or (b), the ECFMG or Fifth Pathway requirement may be waived at the discretion of the Board if the applicant is to have full time academic faculty appointment at the rank of Associate Professor or greater at a medical school in South Carolina.

B. With respect to the examination requirements for licensure, applicants must document to the satisfaction of the Board:



(1) Successful completion of all parts of the National Board of Medical Examiners;  or



(2) Successful completion of all parts of the National Board of Osteopathic Medical Examiners;  or



(3) Successful completion of the Federation Licensing Exam (FLEX) based on standards established by the Board;  or



(4) Successful completion of the United States Medical Licensing Examination (USMLE) based on standards established by the Board;  or



(5) Successful completion of a written state examination of another State Medical, osteopathic, or Composite Board prior to 1976 if applicant also meets additional requirements approved by the Board, such as certification by a Specialty Board recognized by the American Board of Medical Specialties or the American Osteopathic Association;  or



(6) Successful completion of combinations of the FLEX, National Board and USMLE acceptable to the Composite Committee of the USMLE and approved by the Board.

C. In addition to the examination requirements set forth in 81‑90 B, if an applicant has not documented within ten years of the date of a completed application to the Board the passing of one of the following:



(1) National Board of Medical Examiners examination;  or



(2) National Board of Osteopathic Examiners examination;  or



(3) FLEX;  or



(4) SPEX;  or



(5) Certification or recertification by a Specialty Board recognized by either the American Board of Medical Specialties or the American Osteopathic Board, then the applicant, in addition to meeting all other licensure requirements, must pass the Special Purpose Examination (SPEX). A passing score on this examination is 75 or better. The SPEX requirement is in addition to all other requirements. The fee for the SPEX examination shall not exceed $500.00.

D. The additional examination required set forth in 81‑90 C shall be waived if the applicant is to be employed full time by the South Carolina Department of Corrections, South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control, South Carolina Department of Mental Health or South Carolina Department of Mental Retardation. A license issued pursuant to this waiver is revoked immediately if the individual leaves that full‑time employment or acts outside the scope of employment within the Department. This waiver of the additional examination requirement of 81‑90 C does not apply where the applicant is to provide services under a contract for the State, or if the applicant is to provide services for which there is an expectation of payment, is payment for services, or should have been payment from a source other than the salary the physician receives from the State.

E. For FLEX examinations taken prior to June 1, 1985, the applicant, in one sitting, must have attained a score of at least 75 each day and a FLEX weighted average of 75 or better;  applicants licensed in other states who have a FLEX weighted score of 75 or more and no daily score below 70 may be considered on a discretionary basis by the Board if they are currently certified by an A.O.A. or A.B.M.S. recognized Specialty Board and meet all other requirements for licensure.

F. For FLEX examinations taken after June 1, 1985, the applicant must pass both FLEX Component I and FLEX Component II. A score of 75 or better is a passing score. An applicant must achieve a score of 75 or better on both FLEX Component I and FLEX Component II. An applicant must pass both Component I and Component II within five years of the applicant's first taking of any FLEX examination.

G. For the United States Medical Licensing Examination, the applicant must pass Step 1, Step 2 and Step 3. A score of 75 or better on each Step is considered passing.



(1) All Steps of the USMLE must be passed within seven years of taking Step 1 for the first time.



(2) The results of the first three takings of each Step examination will be considered by the Board. The Board has discretion whether to consider the results from a fourth taking of any Step. It is the burden of the applicant to present special and compelling circumstances why a result from a fourth taking should be considered. Such circumstances may include, but are not limited to the applicant's additional medical education or training, the applicant's score on the third taking or other special or compelling circumstances. Under no circumstances shall the Board consider results received after the fourth taking of any Step.

H. With respect to postgraduate residency training requirements, the following standards shall apply:



(1) Graduates of approved medical or osteopathic schools located in the United States or Canada must have a minimum of one year of postgraduate residency training approved by the Board.



(2) Graduates of medical schools located outside of the United States or Canada must have a minimum of three years of progressive postgraduate residency training approved by the Board, except that such graduates who have been licensed in another state for ten years or more need only document one year of postgraduate residency training approved by the Board.



(3) The Board has the discretion of accepting a full time academic appointment at the rate of Associate Professor or greater in a medical or osteopathic school in the United States as a substitute for, and in lieu of postgraduate training. Each year of this academic appointment may be credited as one year of postgraduate training for purposes of the Board's postgraduate training requirements.



(4) For purposes of satisfying postgraduate training requirements, the Board accepts postgraduate training in the United States approved by the Accreditation Council on Graduate Medical Education, and postgraduate training in Canada approved by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons.

I. An applicant shall be denied licensure if the individual has committed acts or omissions which are grounds for disciplinary action as set forth in Section 40‑47‑200, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as amended.

J. An applicant must file a completed application, with required supporting documentation, on forms provided by the Board.

K. The non‑refundable application fee for a permanent license shall not exceed $500.00.

Fiscal Impact Statement: There will be no cost incurred by the State or any political subdivision.

