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Document No. 2481

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority:  S. C. Code Ann. Sections 59‑5‑60, 59‑67‑20, and 59‑67‑410 (1990) and


S. C. Code Ann. Section 59‑67‑570 (Supp. 1998)

43‑80 (N) (T).  Operation of Public Pupil Transportation Services

Synopsis:

The State Department of Education proposes to align its school bus driver testing requirements with those of the Department of Public Safety.  The Department of Public Safety is establishing new commercial driver’s licenses that are specifically designed for school bus drivers.  The Department of Public Safety will offer a School Bus Driver Restricted Commercial Driver’s License (CDL‑T restricted) and a Commercial Driver’s License with a School Bus Driver Endorsement (CDL‑S endorsement).  These new commercial driver’s licenses will contain testing requirements equivalent to the existing testing requirements of the State Department of Education School Bus Driver’s Certification.  The proposed regulation will allow the State Department of Education to accept the new school bus driver commercial driver’s licenses as appropriate tests to determine a school bus driver’s competency.  The State Department of Education will provide school bus driver training as a prerequisite for a driver qualifying to take either of the new school bus driver commercial driver’s licenses.  To determine a school bus driver’s ability to perform these physical actions, the proposed regulation directs the State Department of Education to establish a physical performance test as an extension of the school bus driver’s commercial driving test.  The proposed regulation aligns the requirement for the driver’s medical examination with the requirements of the Commercial Drivers’ License.

Instructions:  Amend R.43‑80 as instructed with each individual amendment provided with the text of the amendments below.

Text:
The following sections have been replaced.  All other sections of R.43‑80 will remain.

Replace 80 N:


N.
School bus drivers shall be required to have a physical examination certified by a physician prior to the testing required to operate a school bus and every two years thereafter.  The examining physician’s certification shall be made on forms provided by the State Department of Education or the United States Department of Transportation.  The school bus driver candidate must provide the testing administrator with the certified physical examination prior to taking the school bus driver physical performance test and the commercial driver’s license skills test.  The school bus driver candidate must provide a copy of the physician’s certification to the employing school district.  A school district may require additional physical examinations as the district determines to be appropriate.  The State assumes no responsibility for the cost of physical examinations required by districts.


Prospective drivers must meet all the requirements for testing for the Commercial Driver’s License and not have more than four (4) points against his/her license or driving record (MVR) including no more than four (4) points against his/her license or driving record in the previous twelve months.  Drivers accumulating more than four (4) points after employment will be placed on probation, suspended without pay, or terminated as deemed appropriate by the school district based on the nature and severity of the driving offense(s).


School districts shall have a substance abuse program for school bus drivers and driver supervisory personnel.  The program shall include at a minimum:  (1) a substance abuse policy; (2) a substance abuse education program; (3) substance abuse testing; and (4) a substance abuse referral assistance program.  The substance abuse testing program shall comply with the U. S. Department of Transportation testing program for drivers of passenger vehicles.  The Department of Education shall institute a like substance abuse program for Department maintenance shop personnel.


If a bus driver receives a ticket for DUI, he/she will be suspended without pay and, if convicted of DUI, the driver shall be terminated.

Replace 80 T (2):


T.
Special Transportation Service



2.
All drivers must complete the Department of Education School Bus Driver’s Certification program and possess a School Bus Commercial Driver’s License (with a “T” school bus restriction), or the appropriate Commercial Driver’s License with endorsements, issued by the State Department of Public Safety.  The School Bus Driver’s Certification program shall verify that a driver has satisfactorily completed a rigid school bus driver training course.  The training and testing of the Department of Education School Bus Driver’s Certification program shall be administered by individuals so certified by the Department of Education.  The school boat must be operated by the Captain designated by the Department of Education.  All school bus drivers, while being licensed or certified, must complete a physical performance test to demonstrate their physical ability to operate the school bus and to carry out the evacuation of students from the school bus.  

Fiscal Impact Statement:  None

