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Document No. 2489

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION

BOARD OF FUNERAL SERVICE

CHAPTER 57

Statutory Authority:  1976 Code Section 40-19-05

Synopsis:

The Board of Funeral Service is amending Regulations 57-04, 57-12, & 57-13.  The changes will amend existing regulations to make minor corrections, clarify that fees cover an annual licensing period, and adjust requirements under the Code of Ethics.

Instructions:
Amend current regulations, by amending Regulations 57-04, 57-12, & 57-13 as it appears in the text below.
Text:

57-01. No changes.

57-02. No changes.

57-03. No changes.

57-04.  General Licensing Provisions for Embalmers.

An applicant for initial licensure as an embalmer must:

(A)  be at least eighteen (18) years of age; and

(B)  submit an application on forms approved by the Board, along with the required fee; and

(C)  submit evidence of successful completion of a course of study in an embalming college accredited by the American Board of Funeral Service Education and approved by the Board; and
(D)  submit evidence of a passing score of at least seventy-five (75) on an examination approved by the Board; and

(E)  submit evidence of successful completion of a minimum of twenty-four (24) months of full time service as an apprentice under the direct supervision of a licensed embalmer approved by the Board.

57-05.  No changes.

57-06. No changes.

57-07. No changes.

57-08. No changes.

57-09. No changes.

57-010. No changes.

57-011. No changes.

57-012. Fees.

 (A)   Fees as follow:

(2)  Annual License renewal


(a)  Funeral Director Apprentice









50.00

(b)  Embalmer Apprentice










50.00

(c)  Embalmer














50.00 
(d)  Funeral Director












50.00 
(e)  Dual License













60.00 
(f)  Funeral Establishment











60.00 

(g)  Student Permit













25.00

(3)  Late Renewal Penalty (1-6 months)







60.00
(4)  Reactivation (Revival) (6 months or more)                   

60.00 + renewal fee for each year                                                                                                            license was expired

(5)  Examination Fee

(a) National State Examination









actual fee charged by examination provider (One part)

(b) National State Examination









actual fee charged by examination provider (Two parts)

(c)  State Statutes and Regulations Exam






25.00

(B) All fees are nonrefundable.

57-13.  Code of Ethics.

(A)  Responsibilities to the Family.

(1)  A funeral director shall, where possible, fully inform the family of the deceased concerning the time, the place, and details of the funeral service. 

(2)  A funeral director shall consider the financial limitations of the family of the deceased when counseling the family in the selection of services and furnishings.

(3)  A funeral director shall explain to the family of the deceased costs of the services and the merchandise  and disclose the range of prices for funeral goods and services available.

(4)  A funeral director shall review with the family of the deceased all death benefits and burial allowances of which he is aware.

(5)  A funeral director shall provide a statement of goods and services for the family to approve showing the price of the services and merchandise that was selected, the price of each of the supplemental items of the service, and the amount involved for each of the items for which the funeral director will advance monies as an accommodation to the family.

(6)  A funeral director shall not make any misrepresentation concerning any aspect of the services rendered or the funeral furnishings or disposition alternatives.

(B)  Confidentiality.

(1)  A funeral director shall not disclose the cause of death of the deceased, expenditures for the funeral, the cost of the service, the source of funds or other information of a personal nature except with the express permission of the immediate family, or their authorized representatives.

(C)  Property.

(1) A funeral director shall dispose of the personal effects of the deceased in accordance with the wishes of the family.

   (D)  Organ Donation.

(1)  A funeral director shall support the wishes of families who authorize organ or body donations, if the body is needed and medically acceptable.

(E)  Responsibilities to the Clergy.

(1)  A funeral director shall respect the customs and mourning habits of all religious creeds and denominations and shall adjust services to conform with the rituals and the beliefs of the family of the deceased.

(2)  A funeral director shall honor the wishes and desires of the clergy in conducting the service whenever possible, except that the wishes of the clergy person shall be subservient to those of the family except when dogma is involved.

(3)  A funeral director shall abide by the rules and regulations of the church when the funeral service is held in a church.

(4)  A funeral director shall make appropriate referrals when religious or pastoral counseling is requested.

(F)  Responsibilities to Medical and Hospital Personnel.

(1)  A funeral director or embalmer shall promote public health by conforming with health laws and regulations.

(2)  A funeral director or embalmer shall not discourage autopsy of the deceased unless instructed to do so by the immediate family.

Fiscal Impact Statement:  There will be no increased costs to the State or its political subdivisions. 
