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Document No. 2576

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION

BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL EXAMINERS
CHAPTER 11

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 40-3-250

Synopsis:


The Board of Architectural Examiners is proposing to amend existing regulations to establish continuing education requirements for license renewal.

Instructions:    Amend current regulations, by amending Regulations 11-1, 11-8 and 11-8.1 as they appear in the text below.

Text:

Regulation 11-1.  Definitions.

(5) “Continuing Education Hour” means one (1) contact hour of participation in a continuing education activity.  

(6) “Contact hour” means a minimum of fifty (50) minutes of instruction.

Regulation 11-8.  Renewals.

A.  Certificates of Registration issued to individuals expire annually on June 30.  They must be renewed annually for the following fiscal year by payment of the renewal fee and by reporting completion of the required continuing education hours on or before July l. Certificates shall become invalid after that date unless renewed. 

B. Certificates of Authorization issued to firms expire annually on December 31.  They must be renewed annually for the following calendar year by payment of the renewal fee on or before January 1 and shall become invalid after that date unless renewed.

C. Lapsed Certificates may be reinstated by the Board at any time during the remainder of the following year on demonstration of qualification and payment of the annual renewal fee plus late penalties.  In case of failure to reinstate within a year from the date of expiration, the Certificate cannot be reissued except by a new application accompanied by the application fee and approval by the Board.

Regulation 11-8.1.  Continuing Education.

A. These requirements shall apply to every South Carolina registered architect as a condition for renewal of registration on an annual basis.

B. Exemptions:  A registrant may be exempt from the continuing education requirements for one of the following reasons:

(1) A first-time new registrant by examination or reciprocity will be exempt for the first renewal.

(2) Registrant is a civilian who serves on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States for a period of time exceeding ninety consecutive days during the annual report period.

(3) Registrants are non-residents of South Carolina and are required to obtain continuing education hours for license renewal by the licensing authority of any state in which he or she is registered.  If the Board determines the continuing education requirements are substantially equivalent to those of South Carolina, the Board may accept a statement of compliance from the registrant.

(4) Hardship cases may be considered on an individual basis.

C. Requirements.

(1) Each South Carolina Registered architect shall complete a minimum of twelve continuing education hours of structured course study each fiscal year. 

(2) Structured course study shall consist of participation in education activities presented by individuals or groups qualified by professional, practical, or academic experience to conduct courses of study.

(3) Topics for the twelve continuing education hours shall meet the following requirements:

(a) A minimum of eight continuing education hours shall include the study of relevant technical and professional architectural subjects related to safeguarding life, health, property, and promoting the public welfare.

(b) A maximum of four continuing education hours may consist of elective topics related to any other area in the practice of architecture.

(4) Each registrant shall submit, on a form provided by the board, a signed affidavit attesting to the fulfillment of continuing education requirements during the preceding  period of one fiscal year ending June 30.  The first report will be due before June 30, 2003.  Reports will be due with each renewal thereafter.  Carry-over of a maximum of twelve continuing education hours for one year is permitted.

(5) Each affidavit may be subject to audit for verification of compliance with requirements.  Registrants shall retain proof of fulfillment of requirements for a period of one year after submission in the event the affidavit is selected for audit.

(6) The Board may disallow claimed credit for continuing education hours.  The registrant shall have one hundred eighty calendar days after notification of disallowance of credit to substantiate the original claim or earn other continuing education credit which fulfills minimum requirements.

D.
Noncompliance and Sanctions.  Failure to fulfill the continuing education requirements or to file the required annual report, properly completed and signed, shall be considered a violation of the Architectural Registration Law.

Fiscal Impact Statement:  No additional funds will be incurred by the State or any political subdivision.

