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Document No. 2637


DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL

CHAPTER 61


Statutory Authority: Section 48-1-60, S.C. Code of Laws, 1976

R. 61-69, Classified Waters

Synopsis: 

These amendments will reclassify waters of and surrounding Hunting Island State Park (excluding the Atlantic Ocean) from Class Shellfish Harvesting Waters (SFH) to Class Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW) to protect and maintain outstanding ecological and recreational resources. 

Instructions:

Amend R.61-69 pursuant to each instruction provided below.

Add the following text to read:

Waterbody Name

Counties

Class

Waterbody Description and (Site-specific Standard)

Johnson Creek


Bfrt



ORW

The entire stream tributary to Harbor River and 



















Atlantic Ocean

Old House Creek

Bfrt



SFH


The entire stream tributary to Fripps Inlet

Story River




Bfrt



SFH


The entire river to Trenchards Inlet and Fripps Inlet 

Unnamed Creek


Bfrt



SFH


The entire stream tributary to Fripps Inlet

(Old Island)

Tributary to

Fripps Inlet


Unnamed Creek


Bfrt



SFH


The entire stream tributary to Fripps Inlet 

(Fripps Island)

Tributary to 

Fripps Inlet

Unnamed Creek 


Bfrt



SFH


The entire stream tributary to Harbor River

(St. Helena Island)

Tributary to 
Harbor River

Unnamed Creek


Bfrt



SFH


The entire stream tributary to St. Helena Sound 

(Harbor Island)

Tributary to

St. Helena Sound

Ward Creek




Bfrt



SFH


The entire stream tributary to Harbor River

Amend the following Waterbody Name and Class to read:

Waterbody Name

Counties

Class

Waterbody Description and (Site-specific Standard)

Fripps Inlet




Bfrt



ORW

The entire stream tributary to Atlantic Ocean

Amend the following Class and Waterbody Description to read:
Harbor River



Bfrt



ORW 

The entire stream tributary to St. Helena Sound and 



















Fripps Inlet

Fiscal Impact Statement:

There are no anticipated costs to the State and this regulation does not impose any mandates on local governments. This regulation will protect the waters of Hunting Island State Park from discharges from domestic, industrial, and agricultural discharges.

Statement of Need and Reasonableness:

This statement was determined by staff analysis pursuant to S.C. Code Section 1‑23‑115.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REGULATION: Amendment of Regulation 61‑69, Classified Waters.

Purpose of the Regulation:  The purpose of these amendments is to reclassify the waters of Hunting Island State Park (excluding the Atlantic Ocean) from Class SFH to Class ORW to protect and maintain outstanding recreational and ecological resources.

There are two references to “Fripp Inlet” in R.61‑69, which are inconsistent with the official name shown on the U.S. Geological Survey Map.  The Department proposes to amend those references to “Fripps Inlet” for consistency. 

The water use classifications in R.61‑69 apply to every waterbody in the state, even if the waterbody is not specifically named in the regulation.  In such cases where a waterbody is unnamed in R.61‑69, the water use classification to which it is tributary applies.  For example, Johnson Creek is unnamed in R.61-69 and is tributary to both the Harbor River and the Atlantic Ocean.  The waters surrounding Hunting Island, including Harbor River, the Atlantic Ocean, and Fripps Inlet are classified SFH in the regulation.  As an unnamed tributary to Harbor River and the Atlantic Ocean, Johnson Creek is also classified SFH.  Therefore, any of the waters of Hunting Island State Park that are unnamed in R.61‑69, and are tributary to any of the these waterbodies, are also classified SFH.

Legal Authority: 1976 S.C. Code of Laws, Section 48‑1‑60.

Plan for Implementation: The amendments would be incorporated within R.61-69 upon approval of the General Assembly and publication in the State Register.  The amendments would be implemented in the same manner in which the present regulation is implemented.

DETERMINATION OF NEED AND REASONABLENESS OF THE REGULATION AND THE EXPECTED BENEFIT: Hunting Island State Park includes such assets as semi‑tropical barrier islands, maritime forests, marshlands, hummocks, and beaches.  The park supports an abundance of wildlife including Loggerhead turtles, alligators, and many wading birds including the Federal and State Endangered Specie, the Wood Stork.  Each year, 470, 000 people visit the park to swim, to surf fish, and to boat.  The waters provide jobs to commercial fishermen and oystermen.

If implemented, the amendments would prohibit any discharge of wastewaters, untreated or treated, into any waterbody designated ORW.  There are three existing wastewater treatment facilities in the area: at Harbor Island, at Fripps Island, and at Hunting Island, but they will not be impacted by the amendments to R.61-69.  At Harbor and Fripps, facilities will not be impacted because they do not discharge into any of the waterbodies under consideration for ORW designation. Both facilities use spray fields (golf courses) for final waste disposal.  The Hunting Island facility will not be impacted by the amendments because its present form of wastewater treatment and method of final waste disposal will soon be discontinued. The Hunting Island facility will be converted to spray field irrigation for final wastewater disposal.

The waters proposed for ORW designation are inside the park’s boundary (Johnson Creek and its tributaries) and surrounding waters: Fripps Inlet and Harbor River.  

The waters of Hunting Island State Park now are classified SFH.  There is concern by the park staff that water quality standards are insufficiently protective to ensure the recreational and ecological resources.  The ORW designation will benefit park visitors, anglers, fishermen, oystermen, property owners, residents of Beaufort County, and the State. 

DETERMINATION OF COSTS AND BENEFITS: There are no expected costs as a result of these  amendments.  The amendments will protect the outstanding recreational and ecological resources of Hunting Island State Park.  Regulation 61‑68, Water Classifications and Standards, prohibits wastewater treatment plants from discharging effluent to waters designated outstanding recreational and ecological resources.  The amendments do not require or impose any mandates on local governments.  Shellfish resources will be protected from possible contamination from wastewater discharges.  Recreational and ecological resources will benefit.

UNCERTAINTIES OF ESTIMATES: None

EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH: The waters of Hunting Island State Park support irreplaceable ecological and recreational resources.  Without these amendments, these high quality waters will not be adequately protected. 

DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH IF THE REGULATION IS NOT IMPLEMENTED: There were no public health concerns that initiated the amendments of the regulation.  The amendments recognize outstanding recreational and ecological resources of the waters surrounding Hunting Island State Park.  State park staff were concerned the current water classifications would not protect water quality in the future. 

