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Document No. 2795

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

CHAPTER 43

Statutory Authority: S.C. Code Ann. Sections 59-5-60 (1, 3, and 6) (1990), 59-30-10(F) (1990), and 59-39-100 (Supp. 2001)

R 43-259. Graduation Requirements

Synopsis: 

A revised version of the Tests of General Educational Development (GED) was put into service on January 1, 2002, by the American Council on Education's GED Testing Service. With this new version a revised scoring scale was put into place. Amendments will need to be made to Sections  (B)(1)(b)(2), (B)(1)(c)(5), (B)(2)(c)&(d), and (B)(3)(a)(4)(a)&(b) to reflect the new scoring scale.

Section-by-Section Discussion

Section (B)(1)(b)(2)
Currently, all GED examinees under nineteen years-of-age must obtain a letter from the principal of the last school they attended, indicating the last date of attendance at that school.  In order to standardize the system, a Verification of School Withdrawal form was developed and sent to all high schools and adult education programs.  In order to make it easier for the examinee to have this verification of withdrawal form completed, either the principal or the school attendance supervisor may sign it.

Section (B)(1)(c)(5)
With the implementation of GED 2002, the scoring scale was revised.  In the past, juvenile examinees must score a minimum of 220 on the official GED practice test.  The new scoring scale simply adds a zero to the 220 to make it 2200.  

Section (B)(2)(a)(b)(c)&(d)
(a)(b)(c) The tense of this passage was changed from present tense to past tense.  (d) This statement was added to reflect the passing score requirements on the new GED examination.

Section (B(4)(a)(b)
(a)(b)These statements were amended to reflect the new scoring system from 215 to 2150. 

Section (B)(3)(a)(3)
Language correction

Section B(3)(a)(5)&(6)

Section B(3)(b)

Section B(4)(d)

Instructions:

Replace Section B in its entirety with the following amended text, in Chapter 43 Regulations.

Text:

43-259. Graduation Requirements

B.
The State High School Equivalency Diploma


The State Board of Education recognizes the high school–level General Educational Development (GED) Test battery and will issue a state high school equivalency diploma to eligible candidates who successfully complete the tests. The State Board of Education authorizes the administration of the GED Tests by the State Department of Education under policies established by the State Board of Education and the Commission on Educational Credit and Credentials (American Council on Education) and procedures established by the GED Testing Service, Washington, DC.


1.
Eligibility Requirements for Equivalency Diploma Candidates



a.
Service Personnel and Veterans




To be eligible for a state high school equivalency diploma, the candidate must be




(1)
either a resident of South Carolina or a former resident whose most recent elementary or secondary school attendance was in South Carolina, and




(2)
seventeen years of age or older.



b.
General Adult Population




To be eligible for a state high school equivalency diploma, the candidate must be




(1)
either a resident of South Carolina or a former resident whose most recent elementary or secondary school attendance was in South Carolina, and




(2)
seventeen years of age or older and not enrolled in high school.





A person seventeen or eighteen years of age and any person over eighteen years of age who was enrolled in school during the current school year must submit a Verification of School Withdrawal form completed by either the school principal or attendance supervisor of the last school he or she attended or from the district superintendent over the  school. This form must verify the candidate’s date of birth and the date of his or her last attendance at the school. In the event that the last school attended was outside South Carolina, a person seventeen or eighteen years of age may submit a letter from an adult education coordinator or director verifying his or her date of birth and the date of last attendance in school. Verification by the adult education coordinator or director in this instance will be based upon inspection of transcript records. Verification letters are to be forwarded to the Chief Examiner, GED Testing Office, Office of Adult and Community Education, State Department of Education, Rutledge Building, Columbia, South Carolina 29201.



c.
Special-Needs Exception for Sixteen-Year-Old Juvenile Offenders, State Department of Juvenile Justice




(1)
The juvenile must be at least sixteen years of age.




(2)
The juvenile must be under the jurisdiction of the Family Court based on an adjudication of delinquent behavior and must be committed to a juvenile correctional institution or committed to participate in community-based alternative programs under the jurisdiction of the Department of Juvenile Justice.




(3)
The Family Court must certify that it is in the best interest of the juvenile to be exempted from the public school compulsory attendance law.




(4)
The student’s attendance in public school or completion of community-based alternative program is not feasible upon release from a juvenile correctional institution due either to the necessity of immediate employment or to his or her immediate enrollment in postsecondary education.




(5)
Prior to taking the GED Tests, the juvenile must be tested using the official GED practice tests and must score a minimum of 2200.


2.
Passing Score Requirements



a.
Eligible candidates who were initial examinees before July 1, 1991, were awarded a state high school equivalency certificate if the candidates attained an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests in the GED battery. The South Carolina high school equivalency certificate was not  awarded after July 1, 1995.



b.
Eligible candidates who were examinees after July 1, 1991, were awarded a state high school equivalency diploma if they attained a minimum-standard score of 35 on each of the five tests in the GED battery and an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests.



c.
Eligible candidates who were examinees after January 1, 1997, will be awarded a state high school equivalency diploma if they  attained a minimum-standard score of 40 on each of the five tests in the GED battery and an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests.



d.
Eligible candidates who are examinees after January 1, 2002, will be awarded a state high school equivalency diploma if they attain a minimum-standard score of 410 on each of the five tests in the GED battery and an average standard score of 450 or above for the five tests.

3.
Testing and Credential Application Procedures



a.
GED Testing in South Carolina




(1)
The GED Tests may be scheduled and administered at adult education centers, technical education centers, and other locations approved by the Director, Office of Adult and Community Education, State Department of Education. 




(2)
Eligible candidates to be tested in South Carolina must submit an application to the GED Testing Office, State Department of Education, or its designee, and pay the required fee set by the State Department of Education for the testing service and credential.




(3)
Score reports will be provided to initial examinees only after their completion of all five tests in the GED Test battery.




(4)
Retesting of examinees who do not pass the GED Tests will be conducted as follows:





(a)
Candidates who attain a total combined score below 2150 on prior administrations must retake the full battery of five tests.





(b)
Candidates who attain a total combined score of 2150 or higher on prior administrations may be permitted a partial administration of one or more tests.





(c)
No more than three testing sessions (either initial or retesting sessions) may be scheduled for a candidate within any twelve-month period.





(d)
Before an application for a second or subsequent retesting session is approved, either a waiting period of six months from the last retesting must elapse or the application must be accompanied by a letter of recommendation from an adult education coordinator or director certifying that the GED candidate has completed a course of instruction since his or her last retesting and has demonstrated readiness on the GED pretest.




(5)
Nonresident individuals who are living temporarily in South Carolina may be permitted to take the GED Tests in South Carolina if they meet minimum age requirements and are not enrolled in high school. Nonresident individuals will not be awarded a state high school equivalency diploma unless their most recent elementary or secondary school of attendance was in South Carolina. Nonresidents must submit an application for testing services to the GED Testing Office, State Department of Education, and pay the required fee set by the State Department of Education to cover the full costs of the testing and the score report.




(6)
The Department of Education offers the Spanish version of the GED Tests. A score report will be issued upon the student’s completion of the five subtests. The South Carolina high school equivalency diploma will not be issued based on the Spanish version of the GED Tests.



b.
GED Testing Outside South Carolina




Eligible candidates tested outside South Carolina must submit a diploma application to the GED Testing Office, State Department of Education and pay the required fee to cover the costs of the diploma.  Applicants must arrange for transcripts (score reports) to be sent directly to the Chief Examiner, GED Testing Office, State Department of Education. Transcripts will be accepted as official only when reported directly to the Department of Education by (a) official GED Testing Centers, (b) the Transcript Service of the Defense Activity for Nontraditional Education Support (DANTES), or (c) the GED Testing Service, Washington, DC. Eligible candidates who are tested outside of South Carolina must meet the State’s passing score requirements in order to receive a state high school equivalency diploma.

Fiscal Impact Statement: None




