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Document No. 2860

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS

CHAPTER 81

Chapter Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 40-47-20 and 40-47-80.

Regulation 81-70
Requirements for Limited License.

Synopsis:

The State Board of Medical Examiners is amending Regulations 81-70 and 81-90 by changing “associate” to “assistant” professor so as to permit licensure for employment of certain academic faculty at the rank of assistant professor or greater at medical schools in South Carolina.  Additionally, 81-70 is itemized and the text is clarified. 

Instructions:

81-70 Replace with the following amendment.

81-90(A)(3)(c) Replace with the following amendment  

81-90(H)(3) Replace with the following amendment  

Statement of Rationale: 

There was no scientific or technical basis relied upon in developing the regulation. Furthermore, these amendments offer medical schools in this State a larger pool of academic faculty members. Associate professors are more difficult to attract from current positions because of their tenure of ten to fifteen years experience required to be an associate professor. Assistant professors are required to have two to four years experience. The change from “associate” to “assistant” professor permits certain academic faculty at the rank of assistant professor or greater at medical schools in South Carolina to receive credit for postgraduate training for the academic appointment for licensure purposes.

Text:

81‑70. Requirements for Limited License. 
A. Interns, residents and other physicians (M.D., D.O.) approved for limited practice situations may apply for a Limited License if they do not meet the requirements for a Permanent License. An applicant for a Limited License must write the Board to request an application stating:  Mailing address, type of training, and name of hospital or institution, and intended plans after expiration of Limited License. 

B. Applicants must furnish to the Board a copy of a position contract or submit a recommendation letter for a training program from the institution. Applicants who practice before they are approved are subject to a late fee of $25 and charges of violation of the Medical Practice Laws and Regulations. 

C. Limited Licenses are issued only for medical training or limited practice approved by the Board. A Limited License will entitle the holder to apply for individual controlled substance registration through DHEC for a training program or any practice that is approved by the Board. Each Limited License is for one fiscal year or part thereof. Renewal may be considered upon approval of the Board. 

D. An applicant must be a graduate of an approved medical school located in the United States or Canada; graduates of a medical school located outside the United States or Canada may be considered on an individual basis. 

E. Section VI of the Limited License application is to be completed by the dean of the applicant’s medical school or as approved by the Board. 

F. Graduates of medical schools located outside of the United States or Canada must complete Section VI of the Limited License application and present approved copies of a medical diploma from schools approved by the Board.  If the diploma is not in English, an approved translation must be provided.  Graduates of medical schools located outside of the United States or Canada must also (1) document successful completion of a Fifth Pathway program, or (2) furnish copies of current ECFMG certificate and documentation of all post-graduate training completed in the United States.  All copies must be initialed by the physician in charge of the applicant's program.

G. The Fifth Pathway or ECFMG certificate requirement may be waived if the applicant has a full-time academic faculty appointment at the rank of assistant professor or greater in an A.C.G.M.E. accredited medical school in the United States.

H. Physicians remaining in South Carolina after the expiration of their Limited License may apply for a Permanent License by written examination or by endorsement at least 90 days before their Limited License expires annually on June 30th. No parts of a Limited License application shall be applied to an application for examination or endorsement. Each application is filed separately. The fee for each Limited License is $150. 

81‑90 (A) (3) . Requirements For Permanent License. 
  (c) Notwithstanding 81‑90 A(3)(a) or (b), the ECFMG or Fifth Pathway requirement may be waived at the discretion of the Board if the applicant is to have full time academic faculty appointment at the rank of assistant professor or greater at a medical school in South Carolina. 

81-90 (H) 

  (3) The Board has the discretion of accepting a full time academic appointment at the rate of assistant professor or greater in a medical or osteopathic school in the United States as a substitute for, and in lieu of postgraduate training. Each year of this academic appointment may be credited as one year of postgraduate training for purposes of the Board’s postgraduate training requirements. 

Fiscal Impact Statement: 


There will be no additional cost incurred by the State or any political subdivision.

