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Document No. 2942

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Chapter 43

Statutory Authority: S.C. Code Ann. § 59-5-60 (1, 3, and 6) (2004), § 59-30-10(f) (2004), § 59-39-100 (2004) and No Child Left Behind Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (2002)

43-259. Graduation Requirements

Synopsis:


The State Board of Education promulgated amendments to R 43-259, Graduation Requirements, to delete the twenty-unit diploma requirements and obsolete language. An amendment requiring every high school student to take physical science prior to taking the exit examination was added and an amendment addressing the phase-out of out-of-field teaching permits in special education under the federal No Child Left Behind Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (2002) was inserted. Language is added specifying Keyboarding may count no more than one-half unit of the one unit computer science requirement. The restriction to the number of units a student can earn through summer school, distance education, and adult education programs is eliminated. Changes the credit for a three-semester-hour college course from one-half to one unit of dual credit. Clarifications for teacher certification requirements and granting course credit in adult education programs are also included.

Section-by-Section Discussion

Section I(A)(1)
Adds footnote specifying Keyboarding may count no more than one-half unit of the one unit computer science requirement. Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section I(A)(2)
Deletes the twenty-unit high school diploma requirements. 


Adds former footnote 3, regarding the computer literacy requirement.

Section I(A)(3)
Adds former footnote 2, regarding student programs of study. 

Section I(A)(4)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section I(A)(5)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section I(A)(6)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section I(A)(7)
Eliminates the restriction to the number of units a student can earn through summer school, distance education, and adult education programs. Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section I(A)(8)
Inserts text requiring all students to take one unit of physical science prior to taking the exit examination.

Section I(B)(1)(a-b)
Add text to align with federal No Child Left Behind Act, 20 U.S.C. Section 6301 et seq. (2002).  Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section I(B)(2)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section I(C)
Adds new section titled Distance Learning Credit. Text was formerly in Section I(B)(3) and aligns with R 43-234, Defined Program, Grades 9–12.

Section I(D)
Adds new section containing language for dual credit and aligns with R 43-234, Defined Program, Grades 9–12. 

Section I(D)(2)
Changes the credit for a three-semester-hour college course from one-half to one unit of credit.

Section I(E)
Adds text to align with federal No Child Left Behind Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (2002), by addressing the phase-out of out-of-field teaching permits in special education.


Inserts a relocated footnote concerning the certification status of a teacher of students with disabilities.


Inserts language for clarification of special needs student placement in alignment with text from R 43-234, Defined Program, Grades 9–12.


Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language. 

Section II(A)(1)(2)(a-b)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language and revises outline format.

Section II(A)(2)(c)
Amends requirement for over eighteen-year-old high school students to submit a signed withdrawal form for approval to take General Educational Development (GED) exam.

Section II(A)(3)
Amends language providing GED exceptions for juvenile offenders under certain conditions.

Section II(A)(3)(a-e)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section II(C)(1)(a-f)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section II(C)(2)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section III(A)(1)
Adds footnote specifying Keyboarding may count no more than one-half unit of the one unit computer science requirement. Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section III(A)(2)
Deletes the twenty-unit high school diploma requirements.


Inserts former footnote 3 requiring the student to demonstrate computer literacy before graduation. 


Deletes former Section (C)(1)(c) pertaining to subject matter examinations that are now inserted in III(A)(5).

Section III(A)(3-4)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section III(A)(5)
Adds section to allow the waiver of classroom attendance by demonstration of subject-matter attainment on a state-approved subject-matter examination.

Section III(A)(6)
Adds language regarding passing of an examination on the provisions and principles of the United States Constitution, Declaration of Independence, the Federalist papers, and American institutions and ideals as found in section I(A)(2)(4).

Section III(A)(7)(a-c)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section III(B)(1-2)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.


Deletes former Section (C)(2)(c) addressing issuance of credit in occupational courses.

Section III(B)(3)
Adds language that restricts credit for occupational training and experience to those students twenty-one years of age and older.


Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section III(B)(4)
Adds language allowing an adult to earn credit by passing a state-approved subject matter examination when the teacher is not certified in the specific area of credit.

Section III(C)
Adds language requiring an adult education high school diploma program to offer instruction for a minimum of thirty weeks.

Section III(C)(1-4)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.


Deletes former Sections (C)(3)(e–f) regarding the qualifications for adult basic education teachers.

Section III(C)(5)
Adds language that requires each adult basic education teacher be properly certified

Section III(C)(6)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Section III(C)(7)
Adds text aligned with federal No Child Left Behind Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (2002), by addressing adult learning laboratory teacher qualifications.

Section III(C)(8)
Adds text aligned with federal No Child Left Behind Act, 20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (2002), restricting the use of out-of-field permits.

Section III(C)(9)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language and aligns with Section (3)(A)(4).

Section III(C)(10-13)
Inserts grammatical and editorial changes in language.

Instructions: Amend in its entirety R 43-259, Graduation Requirements, to Chapter 43 regulations. 

Text:

43-259. Graduation Requirements

I.
State High School Diploma (Grades 9–12)


A.
Curriculum Requirements



1. The student must earn a total of 24 prescribed units of credit. The unit requirements are distributed as follows:








                                                                                        Unit Requirements









English/language arts
4.0


mathematics
4.0


science
3.0


U.S. History and Constitution
1.0


economics
0.5


U.S. Government
0.5


other social studies course(s)
1.0


Physical Education or Junior ROTC
1.0


computer science (including keyboarding)*
1.0


foreign language or 


career and technology education
1.0


electives
7.0


24.0 total


2.
The student must demonstrate computer literacy as determined by local school district policy.



3.
The student in a College Prep program must earn one unit in a foreign language. (Please note that most four-year colleges/universities require at least two units of the same foreign language.) The student in a Tech Prep program must earn one unit in career and technology education course work.



4.
The student must complete a study of and pass an examination on the provisions and principles of the United States Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, the Federalist papers, and American institutions and ideals. This instruction shall be given for a period of at least one year, or its equivalent, either within the required U.S. History course and/or within another course using a suitable text recommended by the State Superintendent of Education and approved by the State Board of Education (SBE).



5.
The student must attend the accredited high school issuing the diploma for at least the semester immediately preceding his or her graduation, except in the case of a bona fide change of residence to a location in which the sending school will not grant the diploma. Units earned in a summer school program do not satisfy this requirement.



6.
A student may transfer credit earned in the adult education program to a secondary school to count toward the units of credit required for a state high school diploma, if for each unit being transferred, the student has spent a minimum of 120 hours in class time in that subject at that level and the teacher was properly certified to teach the course.



7.
The student must pass the South Carolina high school exit examination in addition to passing the required courses. (See SBE Regulation 43-262, “Assessment Programs.”)



8.
Every student must take one unit of physical science prior to taking the exit exam that is given the second spring after initial enrollment in the ninth grade.


B.
Provisions for Granting High School Credit



1.
High school credit earned in an approved adult education program may be used to meet regular high school graduation requirements under the following conditions:




a.
The student spent a minimum of 120 hours in class time in that subject at that level, and the teacher was properly certified to teach the course.




b.
The teacher providing the instruction is properly certified to teach the course and meets the “highly qualified” requirements specified in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002, 20 U.S.C.§ 6301 et seq. (2002), if the course is in a core academic subject. The core academic subjects are English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics, government, economics, history, geography, and the arts.



2.
Credit shall be accepted when official transcripts are received from schools that are accredited by a state or by one of the following: the New England Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest Association of Colleges and Schools. Credit from nonaccredited schools must be validated by standardized examinations by the local administrator to evaluate the student’s prior academic work and/or the student may be given a tentative assignment in classes for a probationary period.


C.
Distance Learning Credit



Credit for distance learning courses may be allowed when approved by the district superintendent or his or her designee.


D.
Dual Credit



Students enrolled in grades nine through twelve or an adult education program may earn college course credit that can be applied to the 24 units required for a state high school diploma. The acceptance of credits for college course work is subject to the following conditions:



1.
Local school boards may allow students to take college courses for credit. Courses may be offered through distance learning and cooperative agreements with institutions of higher education.



2.
A three-semester-hour college course shall transfer as one unit of credit.



3.
Students enrolled in a South Carolina public school may take for credit only courses applicable to baccalaureate degrees or to associate degrees in arts or in science offered by institutions that are accredited by the New England Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest Association of Colleges and Schools. 

E.
Special Education Minimum Curriculum Completion Requirements



1.
Students who complete a program of prescribed special education shall be awarded a state high school diploma, a state certificate, or a certificate designed and issued by the school district. If a determination is made that a student with a disability shall pursue credits toward a state high school diploma, the following two alternatives apply:




Alternative 1. Credits toward a state high school diploma may be awarded only by teachers who are certified or who hold out-of-field permits in the subject in which credit is earned (permits will not be issued to special education teachers or to any teachers of core academic subjects after June 30, 2006). If credit is awarded in a core academic subject, the teacher must also meet the “highly qualified” requirement of the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002. A student with a disability may receive such credits only after successfully completing course objectives that are similar to those prescribed for students without disabilities and that are completed in accordance with cooperative instructional arrangements between regular education and special education as set forth in the student’s individualized education program (IEP).




Alternative 2. Students with disabilities properly in membership in programs for students with disabilities may be awarded a state high school diploma provided they earn a total of 24 units, 17 of which are the same as those required of students without disabilities. Seven of the 24 units may be earned in special education courses.



2.
A teacher of disabled students in the resource or itinerant model must have one of the following three qualifications:




(a)
certification in the area of disability in which the majority of his or her students are classified, or




(b)
an out-of-field permit (permits will not be issued in special education after June 30, 2006) in the area of disability in which the majority of his or her students are classified, or




(c)
certification in one area of disability in which he or she is teaching and successfully complete 6 semester hours annually toward certification in the area in which the majority of his or her students are classified. 


3.
A student with a disability who will be participating in a self-contained program must be placed in a program with students who have the same category of disability unless the student’s IEP team determines that he or she would be more appropriately served by being placed in an innovative-approach program approved by the SDE Office of School Quality. Students classified as having a mental disability (mild, moderate, or severe) may not be commingled without being in an approved innovative-approach program. The teacher must be certified in the area of disability of the majority of the students served or must hold an out-of-field permit (permits will not be issued in special education after June 30, 2006) in that area of disability.

II.
The State High School Equivalency Diploma


The SBE recognizes the high-school level General Educational Development (GED) test battery and will issue a state high school equivalency diploma to eligible candidates who successfully complete the tests. The SBE authorizes the administration of the GED Tests by the State Department of Education (SDE) under policies established by the SBE and the Commission on Educational Credit and Credentials of the American Council on Education and procedures established by the GED Testing Service in Washington, D.C.


A.
Eligibility Requirements for Equivalency Diploma Candidates



1.
Service Personnel and Veterans




To be eligible for a state high school equivalency diploma, the candidate must be seventeen years of age or older and must be either a resident of South Carolina or a former resident whose most recent elementary or secondary school attendance was in South Carolina.



2.
General Adult Population




a.
To be eligible for a state high school equivalency diploma, the candidate must be 
seventeen years of age or older, must not be currently enrolled in high school, and must either be a current resident of South Carolina or a former resident whose most recent elementary or secondary school attendance was in South Carolina.



b.
A candidate for a state high school equivalency diploma who is seventeen or eighteen years of age must submit a “Verification of School Withdrawal” form completed by either the school principal or attendance supervisor of the last school he or she attended or from the district superintendent of the school. The “Verification of School Withdrawal” form must verify the candidate’s date of birth and the date of his or her last attendance at the school. In the event that the last school he or she attended was outside South Carolina, a person seventeen or eighteen years of age may submit a letter from an adult education coordinator or director verifying his or her date of birth and the date of last attendance in school. Verification by the adult education coordinator or director in this instance will be based upon inspection of transcript records. Verification letters are to be forwarded to the chief examiner in the SDE’s GED Testing Office.




c.
A candidate over the age of eighteen who has been enrolled in high school during the current school year must submit a “Verification of School Withdrawal” form completed by either the school principal or attendance supervisor of the last school he or she attended or from the district superintendent. The “Verification of School Withdrawal” form must verify the candidate’s date of birth and the date of his or her last attendance at the school.



3.
Juvenile Offenders




Certain juvenile offenders who are under the jurisdiction of the State Department of Juvenile Justice may be granted an exception to the requirement that in order to be eligible for a state high school equivalency diploma, a candidate must be seventeen years of age or older and not be currently enrolled in high school during the current school year.




For a juvenile offender to qualify for this exception, the following criteria must be met:




(a)
The juvenile is at least sixteen years of age.




(b)
The juvenile is under the jurisdiction of the family court based on an adjudication of delinquent behavior and must be committed to a juvenile correctional institution or committed to participate in community-based alternative programs under the jurisdiction of the Department of Juvenile Justice.




(c)
The family court certifies that it is in the best interest of the juvenile for him or her to be exempted from the public school compulsory attendance law.




(d)
The juvenile’s enrollment in public school or completion of a community-based alternative program would not be feasible upon his or her release from a juvenile correctional institution either because it is necessary that he or she find immediate employment or because he or she will immediately enroll in postsecondary education.




(e)
The juvenile was tested using the official GED practice tests and scored a minimum of 2200.


B.
Passing Score Requirements



1.
 Eligible candidates who were initial examinees before July 1, 1991, were awarded a state high school equivalency certificate if they attained an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests in the GED battery. The South Carolina high school equivalency certificate was not awarded after July 1, 1995.



2.
Eligible candidates who were examinees after July 1, 1991, were awarded a state high school equivalency diploma if they attained a minimum-standard score of 35 on each of the five tests in the GED battery and an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests.



3.
Eligible candidates who were examinees after January 1, 1997, were awarded a state high school equivalency diploma if they attained a minimum-standard score of 40 on each of the five tests in the GED battery and an average standard score of 45 or above for the five tests. 



4.
Eligible candidates who are examinees after January 1, 2002, will be awarded a state high school equivalency diploma if they attain a minimum standard score of 410 on each of the five tests in the GED battery and an average standard score of 450 or above for the five tests.


C.
Testing and Credential Application Procedures



1.
GED Testing in South Carolina




(a)
The GED tests may be scheduled and administered at adult education centers, technical education centers, and other locations approved by the director of the SDE’s Office of Adult and Community Education. 




(b)
Eligible candidates must submit an application to the SDE’s GED Testing Office, and pay the required fee set by the SDE for the testing service and the diploma.




(c)
Score reports will be provided to initial examinees only after they complete all five tests in the GED test battery.




(d)
The retesting of examinees who do not pass the GED Tests shall be conducted under the following terms:





(1)
Candidates who attain a total combined score below 2150 on prior administrations must retake the full battery of five tests.





(2)
Candidates who attain a total combined score of 2150 or higher on prior administrations may be permitted a partial administration of one or more tests.





(3)
No more than three testing sessions (either initial or retesting sessions) may be scheduled for a candidate within any twelve-month period.





(4)
Before an application for a second or subsequent retesting session is approved, either a waiting period of six months from the last retesting must elapse or the application must be accompanied by a letter of recommendation from an adult education coordinator or director certifying that the candidate has completed a course of instruction since his or her last retesting and has demonstrated readiness on the GED pretest.




(e)
Nonresident individuals who are living temporarily in South Carolina may be permitted to take the GED Tests in South Carolina if they meet minimum age requirements and are not enrolled in high school. Nonresident individuals will not be awarded a state high school equivalency diploma unless their most recent elementary or secondary school of attendance was in South Carolina. Nonresidents must submit an application for testing services to the SDE’s GED Testing Office and must pay the required fee set by the SDE to cover the full costs of the testing and the score report.




(f)
The SDE offers the Spanish version of the GED Tests. A score report will be issued upon the student’s completion of the Spanish GED test battery. However, the South Carolina high school equivalency diploma will not be issued based on the Spanish version of the GED Tests.



2.
GED Testing Outside South Carolina




Eligible candidates tested outside South Carolina must submit a diploma application to the SDE’s GED Testing Office and must pay the required fee to cover the costs of the diploma. Applicants must arrange for official score reports to be sent to the chief examiner in the SDE’s GED Testing Office. Score reports will be accepted as official only when sent directly by an official GED Testing Center, by the transcript service of the Defense Activity for Nontraditional Education Support (DANTES), or by the GED Testing Service in Washington, D.C. Eligible candidates who are tested outside of South Carolina must meet the state’s passing score requirements in order to receive a state high school equivalency diploma.

III.
Adult Education: High School Diploma Program


A.
Graduation Requirements



1.
The student must earn a total of 24 prescribed units of credit and pass the exit examination to earn a state high school diploma. The unit requirements are distributed as follows:


Unit Requirements


English/language arts
4.0


mathematics
4.0


science
3.0


U.S. History and Constitution 
1.0


economics
0.5


U.S. Government
0.5


other social studies course(s)
1.0


computer science (including keyboarding)*
1.0


electives
9.0


24.0 total



2.
The student must demonstrate computer literacy before graduation as determined by local school district policy.


3.
Membership in an adult education program shall be limited to individuals eighteen years of age or older who have left the elementary or secondary school, except when the local school board assigns students under the age of eighteen years who are not officially in membership in a regular school. Students under eighteen may be assigned to an adult education program when they exhibit either an unusual educational need or physical, social, or economic problem that can be served more effectively by the adult education program. No student under the age of sixteen may be assigned to the adult education program for any reason.



4.
No student shall be graduated from the adult education program prior to the time that he or she would have graduated from a regular high school unless written approval is granted by the high school principal and the SDE’s Office of Adult and Community Education. For a student to be eligible to receive a state high school diploma, he or she must complete one semester in residence (i.e., through actual attendance in the adult education program). This semester in residence is a prerequisite for the state high school diploma and may not be waived. For the purposes of adult education programs, a semester in residence is defined as follows: a minimum of 60 hours of classroom attendance for a student needing only 1 unit to graduate, and a minimum of 30 hours of classroom attendance for a student who needs only one-half unit to graduate. A student who enters an adult education program needing only to pass one or more subtests of the exit examination must attend a minimum of 12 hours in classroom attendance. A student may not earn a state high school diploma through an adult education program solely by taking state-approved subject-matter examinations or by earning credit through occupational training and experiences and/or distance learning courses.



5.
The classroom attendance requirement may be waived only when objective evidence of the student’s subject matter attainment was demonstrated through his or her acceptable performance on a state-approved subject-matter examination. Credit granted by objective evidence must be approved by the principal of the high school and the director of the adult education program awarding the diploma. A copy of the test results with the principal’s signature of approval, the date of the examination, the name and form of the state-approved, subject matter examination, and the name of the examiner must be filed in the school records for that student.



6.
The student must complete a study of and pass an examination on the provisions and principles of the United States Constitution, the Declaration of Independence, the Federalist papers, and American institutions and ideals.



7.
A student may earn no more than 8 units of credit in one or any combination of the following ways: 




(a)
passing a state-approved, subject-matter examination (6 units maximum),




(b)
participating in occupational training and similar experiences (6 units maximum), and




(c)
passing approved distance learning courses.


B.
Provisions for Granting Course Credit



1.
Course credit shall be accepted when official transcripts are received from schools that are accredited by a state or by one of the following: New England Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest Association of Colleges and Schools.



2.
Credit for distance learning courses shall be accepted from the extension divisions of South Carolina colleges and universities and/or the United States Armed Forces Institute. Credit for courses completed through distance learning may be accepted when the quality of the work completed is validated by a subject-matter examination. Credit shall be validated from institutions not accredited by the SBE or by one of the following: New England Association of Colleges and Schools, the Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools, the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools, the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, the Western Association of Colleges and Schools, or the Northwest Association of Colleges and Schools.


3.
Credit for occupational training and experience will be available for students twenty-one years of age and older. In the determination of units of credit to be allowed for the educational aspects of occupational training and work experience, the local administrator may request a maximum of 6 units of credit, provided the student establishes that he or she had formal training (through trade school, apprenticeship, special programs or course work, and so on) plus at least two years of successful experience verified by his or her employer in the occupation. The issuance of occupational and work experience credits shall be allowed only when the individual has satisfied the necessary academic requirements. The principal of the high school and the director of the adult education program awarding the diploma must recommend that credit be granted for occupational training and experience. The adult student seeking credit for occupational training and experience must complete a work experience form (“Evaluation of Occupational Training and Experience for Granting High School Credit in Adult Education”), and the form must be forwarded by the local adult education director to the SDE’s Office of Adult and Community Education. If the request for credit is approved, this form shall become a part of the adult student’s official school record.



4.
High school diploma credit earned in an adult education learning laboratory may be granted only by a teacher certified in the specific area in which credit is to be awarded. If the adult education learning laboratory teacher is not certified in the specific area in which the student is seeking credit, the teacher can administer a state-approved subject-matter examination and award the credit on that basis.


C.
Approved Programs and Granting of Credit



No credit toward a state high school diploma shall be granted to any adult education student unless the program has been officially approved in writing by the Office of Adult and Community Education and the Office of School Quality at the SDE. In instances where a high school diploma program does not meet for the required minimum of 30 weeks, a student may not be awarded course credit unless he or she passes a state-approved examination. Program-related requirements include, but are not limited to, the following:



1.
Each district must provide properly certified administrative, teaching, and supervisory staff for the adult education program. Staff members may be either full-time or part-time, according to the size of the program.



2.
Each director must either be certified in one of the acceptable areas of certification for an adult education director or hold both an advanced degree in the field of adult education and a South Carolina teaching certificate.



3.
Each adult education program must have a director (full-time or part-time). 


4.
Each center supervisor or program coordinator must either meet the same qualifications for certification as set forth in item 2 above for adult education directors or have a master’s degree with certification in the field of guidance. 



5.
Each adult education teacher must be properly certified and meet the “highly qualified” requirements specified in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002, 20 U.S.C.§ 6301 et seq. (2002), if the course is in a core academic subject. The core academic subjects are English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics, government, economics, history, geography, and the arts.



6.
Each adult education high school subject-area teacher must be properly certified and “highly qualified” to teach the subject area in which he or she is assigned to teach.



7.
Each adult learning laboratory teacher must be properly certified in an approved subject area and meet the “highly qualified” requirements specified in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002.



8.
Any staff member who is assigned duties in a subject for which he or she is not properly certified must hold a valid teaching credential, must have completed 12 semester hours of credit in the assigned subject, and must have obtained an out-of-field permit in that subject from the Office of Teacher Quality. The staff member must earn 6 semester hours toward proper certification each year for renewal of the out-of-field permit. After June 30, 2006, out-of-field permits will no longer be issued to teachers who teach core academic subjects as specified by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2002, 20 U.S.C. § 6301 et seq. (2002). These core academic subjects are English, reading or language arts, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics, government, economics, history, geography, and the arts.



9.
A student must attend class a minimum of 60 hours to receive consideration for a unit of high school credit and 30 hours for consideration for one-half unit of high school credit. Actual course credit will be awarded only after the student has completed all course requirements. The classroom-attendance requirement does not apply to instances in which credit has been validated by means of a state-approved examination. 



10.
The maximum student membership in an adult education class shall be 30 students.



11.
Applications for innovative-approach programs must be submitted to the SDE’s Office of Adult and Community Education when a departure from certain established standards is necessary for the implementation of the new program. Requests for prior approval must be made to the Office of Adult and Community Education and must be approved by the SDE’s Office of School Quality.



12.
An accurate record of the attendance and achievements of each student must be kept and must be stored in locked, fireproof filing cabinets or vaults or in a secure database with backup copies.



13.
Students enrolled in the high school completion program must be given access to school library facilities.

Fiscal Impact Statement: None

Statement of Rationale: A copy of the detailed statement of rationale can be obtained by writing to Mr. Calvin Jackson, Deputy Superintendent, Division of District and Community Services, 1429 Senate Street, Room 908, Rutledge Building, Columbia, South Carolina 29201 or e-mail cjackson@sde.state.sc.us or Ms. Lucinda Saylor, Deputy Superintendent, Division of Curriculum Services and Assessment, 1429 Senate Street, Room 805, Rutledge Building, Columbia, South Carolina 29201 or e-mail csaylor@sde.state.sc.us. 
* Keyboarding may count up to one-half unit of the computer science requirement.


*Keyboarding may count up to one-half unit of the computer science requirement.





