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Document No. 4249
COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTAGE
CHAPTER 136
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 40-1-70 and 54-15-140

Synopsis:

	To satisfy the requirements of licensure for pilots, Regulations 136-501 through 136-599 are repealed and Regulations 136-710, 136-717 and 136-730 are amended in conformance with the current Pilotage Practice Act. 

The Notice of Drafting was published in the State Register on November 25, 2011.

Instructions:

The following sections of Chapter 136 are modified as provided below. All other items and sections remain unchanged.

Text:

ARTICLE 2

UPPER COASTAL AREA

(Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 54-15-140)

136-710. Requirement for Licensure. 

No person may be licensed as a pilot without first having successfully completed the required two-year program of apprentice training and qualification, as well as the Apprentice Training Course approved by the Commissioners. This is applicable to temporary and emergency licenses as well as to regular full Branch and Short Branch licenses. 

136-717. Completion of Apprenticeship. 

A. Upon the successful completion of the two year apprenticeship training and qualification program for the Upper Coastal Area including certification by the Course Monitor of satisfactory completion of the Apprentice Training Course at Georgetown, the pilots shall provide the Commissioners with the name of every successful apprentice, along with a copy of his or her Branch License issued by the Commissioners of Pilotage for the Upper Coastal Area and their recommendations regarding his or her prospective licensure by the Commission. 
B. The complete training record of every apprentice so recommended shall be brought before the Commissioners at the time such apprentice's name is presented. 
C. Nothing shall prohibit the Commissioners from periodically reviewing the progress of any apprentice undergoing training, and reviewing the progress reports on every apprentice that have been submitted by the pilots. 

136-730. Pilot Registration. 

A. The maximum number of pilots for the Upper Coastal Area is limited to three (3), and may be increased by the Commissioners of Pilotage for the Upper Coastal Area to five (5). The minimum number of Full Branch pilots for the Upper Coastal Area shall be established by the Commissioners to be sufficient to handle the number of vessels requiring pilot services, in accordance with Section 54-15-130 of the 1976 South Carolina Code, as amended. The Commissioners for the Upper Coastal Area may authorize a number of Short Branch pilots in addition to the number established for Full Branch pilots. 
B. Every pilot being registered shall submit evidence that he or she has satisfactorily passed the thorough physical examination required pursuant to 46 CFR 10.709. 
C. In addition to the above mentioned physical examination, every pilot age 60 or older shall submit specific evidence of his or her fitness to perform pilot duties with special attention and certification relative to visual acuity, hearing, heart and vascular, and musculoskeletal systems, in the form of a written report of physical examination, to include EKG, blood chemistry, X-Ray, and such other appended test reports that, in the opinion of the examining physician, are appropriate. Every aforesaid physical examination must be conducted by a physician licensed by the State of South Carolina.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

	There will be no cost incurred by the State or any of its political subdivisions.

Statement of Rationale:

	These regulations are updated in conformance with the current Pilotage Practice Act. 
