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Document No. 5423
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION
SOUTH CAROLINA AUCTIONEERS’ COMMISSION
CHAPTER 14
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Sections 40‑1‑50, 40‑1‑70, 40‑6‑50, 40‑6‑60, and 40‑6‑270

14‑1. Examinations.
14‑2. Reporting of Continuing Education.
14‑6. Licensees Prohibited from Using Unlicensed Bid Callers.
14‑10. Appeal.
14‑12. Renewal Applications and Lapsed Licenses.
14‑15. Apprentice Auctioneer’s Supervision, Requirements, Exception and Termination.
14‑18. Professional Standards. (New)
14‑19. Definitions. (New)

Synopsis:

	The South Carolina Auctioneers’ Commission proposes to add to, amend and/or repeal various sections in Chapter 14 of the Code of Regulations.

	A Notice of Drafting was published in the State Register on June 27, 2025.

Instructions:

	Print the regulation as shown below. All other items remain unchanged.

Text:

14‑1. Applications and Examinations.

	A. A completed initial application for licensure must be received with a non‑refundable application fee and approved for examination prior to the scheduling of the examination.

	B. Applicants are responsible for the non‑refundable examination fee as set by the examination provider.

	C. The examination shall test the applicant’s knowledge of:

		1. Fundamentals of auctioneering, auctioneer contracts, bid calling, advertisement, ethical practices and mathematics relating to the auction business;

		2. The South Carolina Auctioneers’ Commission’s statutes and regulations; and

		3. The South Carolina Uniform Commercial Code as it relates to auction and bulk sales.

	D. In accordance with 40‑6‑270, the Commission may recognize applicants who have a license on active status from other jurisdictions. The Commission may enter into reciprocal agreements with auctioneering regulatory authorities of other jurisdictions that provide for waivers of education requirements, experience requirements, or examinations if the Commission considers the education, experience and examination requirements of another jurisdiction to be substantially equivalent to the requirements of Chapter 6 of Title 40.

14‑2. Reporting of Continuing Education.

	A. Eight hours of continuing education credit must be reported at each biennial renewal electronically, as approved by the Commission. All credits must be earned during the previous licensing period and at Commission‑approved classes. Individuals who have completed auctioneer’s school within two years of the renewal application will be deemed to have eight hours of continuing education hours.

	B. Licensees may apply to the Commission for continuing education credit for activities of service to the industry including, but not limited to, writing articles for professional publications, teaching courses on professional subjects and serving as a hearing officer for professional matters. The burden of demonstrating that the activity is the equivalent of classroom education is placed upon the licensee.

	C. An auctioneer with twenty‑five (25) years or more of licensure in South Carolina who is sixty‑five (65) years of age or more may apply for an age and experience based full continuing education waiver, and upon granting of the waiver, will be exempt from the continuing education requirements.

14‑6. Licensees Prohibited from Using Unlicensed Bid Callers.

	Licensees are prohibited from allowing an unlicensed bid caller to cry bids at an in‑person or online auction.

14‑10. 	Repealed.

14‑12. Renewal Applications and Lapsed Licenses.

	A. All applications for renewal of licenses shall be filed with the Commission on or before June 30 of the renewal period. A late fee shall be paid thereafter for a license renewal application received on or before July 31 of the renewal period.

	B. A late fee shall be paid after July 31 of the renewal period and on or before September 30 of the renewal period.

	C. After September 30 of the renewal period, any license of an auctioneer, apprentice auctioneer, or auction firm that has not been renewed shall be lapsed. 

	D. Lapsed auctioneer licenses may be reinstated within five years after the expiration date by submitting an application with the renewal fee, penalty fee, and either proof of meeting the continuing education requirements for the period of lapsed licensure or completion of eighty hours of classroom instruction in a course in auctioneering at an institution approved by the Commission.

	E. Lapsed auctioneer licenses expired greater than five years from the expiration date must reapply with the Commission and meet current licensure requirements. 

14‑15. Apprentice Auctioneer’s Supervision, Requirements, Exception and Termination.

	A. An apprentice license is valid only while the licensee has a licensed auctioneer who serves as the licensee’s duly appointed supervisor. No apprentice auctioneer may enter into an agreement to conduct an auction without the express approval of the supervisor.

	B. No licensed auctioneer shall serve as the supervisor of an apprentice auctioneer pursuant to 40‑6‑220, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976 (as amended), unless that person shall have held a valid South Carolina auctioneering license for three consecutive years preceding the date on which that licensed auctioneer is appointed as supervisor of the apprentice.

	C. The supervising auctioneer assumes responsibility for the compliance of the apprentice with all laws and regulations governing the practice of auctioneering. The auctioneer‑supervisor shall review the records of the apprentice auctioneer before each monthly report to the Commission.

	D. No applicant, pursuant to S.C. Code Section 40‑6‑230, shall be deemed to have satisfactorily completed an apprenticeship until the applicant has participated in eighty hours of supervised training including forty hours of auctioneering, ten hours of auction ringing, twenty hours of clerking, and ten hours of cashiering. Such training must be completed in not less than one year nor more than two years. 

	E. Upon termination of such association, the auctioneer‑supervisor shall immediately endorse the back of the apprentice’s license, showing the date of termination, and return the same to the Commission for cancellation or transfer.

14‑18. Professional Standards. 

	A licensee or registered firm shall not knowingly employ within South Carolina, directly or indirectly in the practice of auctioneering, a person whose license is revoked, relinquished, or suspended by this Commission or by auctioneering regulatory authorities of other jurisdictions. Employing such a person in South Carolina as an auctioneer or in any other capacity connected with the practice of auctioneering subjects the licensee or registered firm to discipline by the Commission.

14‑19. Definitions.

	A. “Online Auction” means the sale of goods or real estate by means of exchanges between an auctioneer and a member of an audience via a virtual platform. The exchanges consist of a series of invitations for offers made by the auctioneer, offers by members of the audience, and the acceptance by the auctioneer of the highest or most favorable offer.

Fiscal Impact Statement:

	There will be no cost incurred by the State or any of its political subdivisions for these regulations.

Statement of Rationale:

	The Auctioneers’ Commission proposes updating, clarifying and modernizing their regulations and repealing unnecessary regulations. The Commission seeks to establish reciprocal licensure standards for auctioneers desiring to practice in this state, ensuring they are qualified and therefore safe to serve the public, without additional or burdensome licensure requirements. The Commission also proposes establishing an application for waiver of continuing education requirements for auctioneers who are age 65 or older who have been licensed in SC for 25 years or more. Additionally, the Commission desires to clarify continuing education requirements, reflecting biennial licensing renewal, as well as requirements for reinstating or reapplying after a license lapses. Recognizing the modernization of the practice, the Commission wishes to define “online auctions” and add that licensees are prohibited from allowing an unlicensed bid caller to cry bids at an in person or online auction. The Commission also proposes adding a section prohibiting firms from hiring revoked, relinquished or suspended auctioneers and warning of potential discipline for violation the section in an effort to provide further protection to the public. Finally, the Commission proposes repealing sections no longer needed related to examinations, appeals and tobacco auctions.
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