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Document No. 5440
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
CHAPTER 123 
Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 50‑5‑30

[bookmark: _Hlk213234084]123‑37. Verifiable Documentation for Blue Crab License Eligibility. (New)

Synopsis: 

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) proposes to promulgate regulation relating to the determination of verifiable documentation for limited commercial blue crab license renewal eligibility as required in Section 50‑5‑400(H), to create an effective and efficient process and to ensure proper, equitable and fair renewal of commercial licenses as it pertains to the privilege of harvest of the State’s public trust resources. 

Section by Section Discussion:

Regulation 123‑37. Promulgate regulation to clarify verifiable documentation for limited commercial blue crab license renewal as outlined under S.C. Code Section 50‑5‑400(H).

The Notice of Drafting was published in Volume 49, Issue No. 10 of the South Carolina State Register on October 24, 2025.

Instructions:

Print the regulation as shown below. All other items remain unchanged.


Indicates Matter Stricken
Indicates New Matter


Text:

123‑37. Verifiable Documentation for Blue Crab License Eligibility.

[bookmark: _Hlk213924006]For purposes of determining verifiable documentation when renewing a limited commercial blue crab license pursuant to S.C. Code Section 50‑5‑400(H), the commercial blue crab landings must be recorded in the Wholesale Seafood Dealer Reports, as required by the Department pursuant to S.C. Code Section 50‑5‑380, or provided by Georgia or North Carolina’s state regulatory agency responsible for commercial blue crab harvest reporting programs. 

Fiscal Impact Statement:

There will be no negative fiscal impacts to the public or the Department. The addition of Regulations 123‑37 will result in a more efficient and effective process to verify commercial blue crabbers harvest as required by Section 50‑5‑400(H) in the 1976 Code. Effective and efficient verification of harvest through wholesale dealer reports will eliminate any extended time in verification of documentation and allow for timely issuance of limited commercial blue crab license minimizing financial loss to commercial harvesters. 

Statement of Rationale:

Rationale for the formulation of these regulations is based on experience by SCDNR in managing commercial saltwater fisheries and issuing licenses and permits for the compliance of commercial saltwater industry members to the States natural resource laws and regulations. The Departments clarification in adherence to state law to issue commercial licenses and permits ensures proper, equitable and fair issuance. 
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