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HOUSE WEEK IN REVIEW
The House of Representatives concurred in Senate amendments to H.4455, pertaining to falsifying school records, and enrolled the bill for ratification.  The legislation provides that falsifying or altering, or fraudulently using, a high school diploma or transcript, including GED diplomas, is a misdemeanor punishable by fine and/or imprisonment. These provisions currently apply to college transcripts.  The legislation also expands the provisions so as to include technical colleges, the South Carolina Department of Education, and any other transcript‑ or diploma‑issuing entity. 

The House approved S.675 and enrolled the bill for ratification.  This bill amends the definition of “redevelopment project” under the Tax Increment Financing Law so as to allow a redevelopment project to be located outside of the redevelopment area provided the municipality makes specific findings of benefit to the redevelopment project area and the project area is located within the municipal limits.  The bill also lengthens the period within which a municipality may issue the initial obligations to finance the redevelopment project upon adoption of an ordinance.  The bill lengthens this period from five years after adoption of an ordinance for approval of a redevelopment plan, to ten years after adoption of such an ordinance, and the bill provides that obligations may be issued subsequent to the initial ten-year period.  The bill also requires a municipality to make, by resolution, a specific finding of benefit to the redevelopment project area and provide written notice to the affected taxing district if the project or a portion of it is located outside of the redevelopment project area.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4622, the South Carolina Research Centers of Economic Excellence Act.  This bill creates a nine member Research Centers of Excellence Review Board and creates the Centers of Excellence Matching Endowment.  The Endowment would be funded annually by appropriations from the South Carolina Education Lottery Account and managed by the State Treasurer, subject to awards from the Endowment.  South Carolina’s senior research universities may apply for awards from the Endowment as provided in the bill.  The Board is responsible for recommending annually to the Budget and Control Board for approval a schedule by which applications for funding are received and awarded on a competitive basis; for awarding of matching funds as provided in the bill; and for oversight and operation of the Endowment.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3450, a bill establishing a misdemeanor offense of unintentionally causing death with a vehicle.  The bill provides that a person who unintentionally causes the death of another person while violating a state law or local ordinance which applies to the operation or use of a vehicle or to the regulation of traffic, and the violation is the proximate cause of the accident, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not less than twenty‑five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days.  The new offense established under the legislation does not pertain to the offenses of causing great bodily injury or death by operating a vehicle while under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or the combination of both, or reckless homicide.  The bill also provides that, notwithstanding any other provision of law, when a motor vehicle accident results in the death of a pedestrian or a person who is either a passenger in, or the operator of a motor vehicle involved in an accident, then a chemical test must be administered on all operators of motor vehicles who are involved in the accident and upon the decedent if he was not an operator of a motor vehicle.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4154, the South Carolina Estates and Probate Reform Act.  This bill replaces the state’s Uniform Gift to Minors Act with a new version of uniform legislation adopted in several states, the Uniform Transfers to Minors Act.  Like the provisions it replaces, the Uniform Transfers to Minors Act provides a means by which an adult may bestow gifts of money, stock, or real property on a child, without the requirement of a separate trust instrument, and without the child having control of the property while he or she is a minor.  The custodial property is distributed when the payee attains the age of twenty-one, but the custodian may, in his discretion, deliver the custodial property when the payee attains the age of eighteen.  The bill also makes revisions to durable power of attorney provisions, under which an individual can name someone attorney-in-fact to handle business and property transactions.  This power of attorney continues to be effective even if the giver of the power becomes incapacitated.  The bill provides conditions under which third parties, such as banks or brokerage firms, shall not refuse to honor a durable power of attorney.  The bill provides that an attorney-in-fact shall receive reasonable compensation upon approval of the probate court, if compensation is not specified in the power of attorney arrangement.  The bill establishes conditions under which an affidavit, rather than a judicial finding of mental incapacity, would authorize the opening of a safe deposit box for an individual named in a durable power of attorney to obtain the original power of attorney document.  The bill also expands the State’s Probate Code rules of construction to extend the coverage of the anti-lapse statute to revocable trusts and revoke provisions in a trust instrument for a divorced spouse.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4970, a bill pertaining to security in the State House complex.  The bill clarifies the rolls of the State House Committee, the House of Representatives and Senate, the Budget and Control Board, and the Department of Public Safety with regard to providing security at the State House, the capitol grounds, and legislative office buildings.  Under the legislation, the State House committee is responsible for establishing all policies and procedures relating to the safety and security of the State House.  The House and Senate are given explicit control of the chambers, foyers, the conference room, the lobby, the third floor, their State House offices, and the Blatt and Gressette buildings.  The Budget and Control Board is responsible for the rest of the grounds.  DPS shall provide security as requested.  Additionally, The Department of Archives and History must be consulted only when a change is made to the State House.  Consultation is no longer required when a change is made to the grounds.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4855.  This joint resolution provides special procedures and conditions for mandatory employee furloughs at state agencies, institutions, or departments.  The resolution applies to fiscal year 2002-2003 if the general funds appropriated for a state agency, institution, or department are less than the general funds appropriated for that entity in the preceding fiscal year.  The resolution applies to fiscal year 2001-2002 or 2002-2003 if the General Assembly or the State Budget and Control Board implements a midyear across-the-board budget reduction.

The House approved H.4683, the South Carolina Student‑Led Message Act, and sent the bill to the Senate.  This bill authorizes the governing body of a school board or school district to adopt policies that permit the use of a brief opening or closing message by certain students at a high school graduation exercise and at a high school athletic or other event.  If a student gives an opening and/or closing message the content of that message must be prepared or selected by the student and may not be recommended, monitored, reviewed or censored by a member of the governing body of the school district, its officers, or employees.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4740, a bill enacting the Municipal Finance Oversight Act of 2002.  The bill creates the Municipal Finance Oversight Commission and an Executive Committee of the commission, provides for their composition, powers, duties, and responsibilities.  The legislation requires municipalities to submit annual financial reports and annual audits.  Under the legislation, if a municipality fails to: (1) pay any installment of principal or interest on its outstanding debt which is secured by a pledge of the faith and credit of the municipality on or before the due date and remains in default for ninety days; (2) transfer to the appropriate agency taxes withheld on the income of employees or employer, employer or employee contributions for social security, or any pension or retirement benefits owed to employees; (3) pay wages or salaries owed to employees; or (4) file an annual audit; the commission may take such action as it considers advisable to investigate the municipality’s fiscal affairs, consult with the governing body of the municipality, and negotiate with its creditors in order to assist the municipality in working out a plan for refinancing, adjusting, or compromising the debt.  The plan may also require any action necessary for the fiscal stability of the municipality.  The bill provides for sanctions against municipalities that fail to comply with the commission’s plan for refinancing, adjusting, or compromising a debt.  The bill provides penalties for an officer or employee of a municipality who fails to comply with the provisions of this act.  The bill revises a provision relating to the requirement of a financial report submitted by counties and municipalities to the Comptroller General, so as to require the report be submitted instead to the Municipal Finance Commission.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4775, a bill pertaining to the records of testimony before magistrates and municipal courts.  This bill provides that magistrates and municipal courts must retain recorded testimony for at least sixty days.  If such record keeping requirements are not met, then an appellate court may grant the defendant a new trial upon an appeal of the verdict.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4757, a bill pertaining to housing federal prisoners in county and municipal detention facilities.  This bill provides that a contract for the housing of federal prisoners must be made between the entity that operates the county/municipal jail or detention facility and the appropriate federal authority.  The bill replaces the one dollar per day fee that a sheriff or jailer is currently authorized to charge for the housing of a federal prisoner, with an amount per day as provided by contractual agreement with the appropriate federal authority.  Under the bill, the sheriff is authorized to approve such contracts.  The legislation provides for the distribution and expenditure of this fee.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4514.  This bill revises certification requirements of law enforcement officers, so as to provide that in addition to exceptions to the one‑year rule currently provided, the period of time within which a candidate must obtain the certification required to become a law enforcement officer is automatically extended for an additional period equal to the time the candidate performed active duty or active duty for training as a member of the National Guard, the State Guard, or a reserve component of the Armed Forces of the United States, plus ninety days.  The bill also provides that, notwithstanding another provision of law, a retired law enforcement officer may return to active duty without completing law enforcement training at the Criminal Justice Training Academy if he is a commissioned constable and has completed all required continuing law enforcement education credits during his retirement period.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.3764, a joint resolution proposing an amendment to the state constitution authorizing the investment of local government firefighters’ pension plans.  This joint resolution proposes to amend the South Carolina Constitution so as to allow a municipality, county, special purpose district, or public service district of the State which provides firefighting service and which administers a separate pension plan for its employees performing this service to invest and reinvest the funds in this pension plan in equity securities traded on a national securities exchange as provided in the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 or a successor act, or in equity securities quoted through the National Association of Securities Dealers Automatic Quotations System or similar service.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4426.  In situations where a favorable vote in a county referendum on Sunday minibottle sales authorizes the issuance of Sunday minibottle sales permits in only part of a municipality, this bill provides that a municipal referendum on the question may be ordered by the municipality’s governing body by ordinance or by a resolution adopted by a majority of the members of the legislative delegation representing the municipality.  Upon receipt of a copy of the ordinance or resolution filed with the municipal election commission at least sixty days before the date of the general election, the commission shall conduct the referendum at the time of the general election and publish and certify its results in the required manner.  These methods of ordering a referendum are in addition to the petition method provided by law.  An unfavorable vote in a municipal referendum does not affect the authority to issue these permits in the part of the municipality located in a county where these permits may be issued.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.3939.  Under this bill, the governing body of each county may exempt by ordinance all or any part of an area within a radius of one mile from a shooting range from the "Shooting Range-Noise Area" sign requirements.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4042.  This bill revises provisions relating to real and personal property exempt from attachment, levy, and sale by providing that the debtor’s interest in certain property shall not exceed the exempted amounts established in federal law.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.3999.  With regard to the Freedom of Information Act and the public's right to inspect or copy public records, this bill provides for a shorter time frame of ten days for requests to be answered.  The bill also provides that the failure to respond bars the assertion of a claim of exemption from disclosure except in limited circumstances.  The bill further provides that when a request is granted the documents must be made available immediately, and a requester whose request for records is denied may file a contested case proceeding before the Administrative Law Judge Division (ALJD).  If the judge rules the request must be granted, the requestor may be awarded attorney's fees and costs for the proceeding before the ALJD.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4786.  This bill revises the Utility Facility Siting and Environmental Protection Act by providing that once an application to transfer a certificate for a merchant power plant is received by the Public Service Commission, the Commission must hold a public hearing on the issue within sixty to ninety days.  Under the legislation, a merchant plant is a major utility facility not constructed by a utility currently serving retail customers in South Carolina and that does not have at least seventy-five percent of its generation capacity under a contract with a duration of at least ten years with utilities which provide retail electric service to customers in South Carolina.

The House approved S.1154 and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  The bill establishes a provision under which, if both a municipality and electrical or other public utility mutually agree, the electrical or other public utility may transfer the duty or obligation to provide a public transit system to the municipality.  This bill modifies the codification of the South Carolina Supreme Court ruling under which SCANA has assumed responsibility for providing the public transportation system for the city of Columbia, so as to authorize the city of Columbia to assume responsibility for the city bus system, as agreed upon by both parties.  

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.3765.  This bill requires that a bill authorizing the issuance of state capital improvement bonds must have a certificate attached from the Office of State Budget, certifying that certain conditions are met regarding the dollar amount of bond authorizations in the bill and regarding the debt service for the bonds.  The bill requires this certificate before any bill or joint resolution authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds may be reported by the House Ways and Means Committee, given third reading in the House, reported by the Senate Finance Committee, given third reading in the Senate, and reported from conference or free conference committee.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4835.  Currently, state agencies responsible for providing and maintaining physical facilities are required to submit to the Joint Bond Review Committee and the Budget and Control Board an Annual Permanent Improvement Program (APIP), including all of the agency’s permanent improvement projects anticipated and proposed to be started in the upcoming year. This bill changes the name of the submission to the Comprehensive Permanent Improvement Plan (CPIP), and provides that the CPIP must include all of the agency’s permanent improvement projects anticipated and proposed over the next five years.  The bill also eliminates a code section that requires state agencies and institutions to submit an overall plan seeking approval of requests for funding of permanent improvement projects or of the establishment and implementation of projects previously authorized under the State Capital Improvement Bond Act of 1968.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4909.  This bill revises the Pharmacy Practice Act by updating and clarifying several provisions relating to the licensure procedures for pharmacists and pharmacy facilities.  A significant provision in the bill is the creation of a separate registration category for certified pharmacy technicians.  The bill establishes certification requirements and provides a list of expanded duties a supervising pharmacist may authorize a certified pharmacy technician to perform: receive and initiate verbal telephone orders; conduct one-time prescription transfers; check a technician’s refill of medications if the medication is to be administered by a licensed health care professional in an institutional setting; and check a technician’s repackaging of medications from bulk to unit dose in an institutional setting.  The bill also requires, beginning with the next registration renewal period after June 30, 2003, that all pharmacy technicians, both certified and non-certified, will be required to complete 10 hours of continuing education each year.  The bill specifies that a pharmacist is not required to hire a certified pharmacy technician.  The bill also makes the following substantive changes to current law: Establishes the Board’s authority to charge a registration fee for pharmacy technicians and requires a technician to carry his or her registration card; Clarifies that emergency medical services (EMS) are exempt from licensure fees and allows the EMS medical director to perform the duties that would be done by a consultant pharmacist for the EMS service; Allows a durable medical equipment (DME) facility to use a medical director, registered nurse, or respiratory therapist to perform the duties that would be done by a consultant pharmacist for the DME facility; Allows pharmacy inspections to be performed by a pharmacist designee rather than by a Board inspector.  This change would allow these inspections to be done by a contract pharmacist or by a Board member; and Expands the circumstances in which a pharmacy must notify the Board regarding theft of drugs or other violations of state or federal drug laws.  The bill includes provisions to clarify that medicine may be dispensed from a free medical clinic, and a provision clarifying that a pharmacy must notify the Board of Pharmacy regarding any allegation of theft of drugs or other violations of state or federal drug laws.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4507.  This joint resolution suspends the two dollar and five cents reduction in the calculation of Medicaid prescription payment reimbursements provided by the Department of Health and Human Services in Medicaid Bulletin Pharm 01-06, effective with reimbursements paid for Medicaid prescriptions filled after the effective date of this resolution.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4769.  This bill repeals the 2002 joint resolution which requires that nursing homes pay certain franchise fees beginning February 1, 2002.  This bill would take effect July 1, 2002.

The House approved S.893 and enrolled the bill for ratification. This bill eliminates existing provisions regarding the killing of bear and adds provisions which: Provide for open season in Game Zone One for still gun and party dog hunts and provide that in all other zones there are no open seasons; Require that bear taken be reported to the Department of Natural Resources’ Clemson office; Provide that it is unlawful to take a bear except during open season; and Restrict the taking, method of hunting, or possession of certain bear or bear parts, and provide penalties. 

The House adopted the free conference report on H.3481, revising limits on taking striped bass from Lake Murray and portions of the Congaree River.  The bill provides that during July and August it is unlawful to retain more than two striped bass (rockfish) per day less than the legal size limit that are taken from Lake Murray and the Congaree River Seaward from the Gervais Street Bridge to the lower dam of Lake Moultrie.

The House approved S.653 and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  This bill provides that licensing exams and licensing examination questions maintained or administered, or both, by the State Crop Pest Control Commission are confidential and are exempt from public disclosure. The bill requires that the Commission, within twenty-one days after receipt of a written request from an applicant who failed the licensing examination, arrange a meeting between a Commission agent and the applicant to review the applicant’s licensing examination answers.

The House approved S.191, a bill providing immunity for those rendering emergency care to a domestic animal, and ordered the bill enrolled for ratification.  This bill provides immunity from civil and criminal liability to persons who - acting in good faith and without compensation, malice, recklessness, or gross negligence - render emergency care to a domestic animal that is abandoned, ill, injured or in distress related to an accident or disaster.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4258, a bill pertaining to a pilot program on innovative environmental approaches.  This bill authorizes the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) to administer a pilot program under which it may enter into up to ten cooperative agreements (for up to five years with a possible five year renewal) with eligible participants to implement and evaluate the use of innovative environmental approaches not otherwise authorized under existing law. The bill requires that participants be members of the South Carolina Environmental Excellence Program.  The bill provides for pilot program procedures and delineates items that must be included in the cooperative agreements with participants.  The bill also authorizes DHEC to grant a participant a variance from a requirement in South Carolina environmental law that would otherwise apply to a facility covered by a cooperative agreement if the variance meets certain criteria. The bill requires participants to comply with certain reporting and enforcement procedures.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.3978.  This bill revises exemptions from regulation for generators of less than fifty pounds of infectious waste, so as to require sharps to be managed pursuant to the requirements of the “South Carolina Infectious Waste Management Act” and regulations promulgated under it.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4891.  This bill makes it mandatory that the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) ensure the availability of antirabic (human) vaccine and globulin products for persons bitten by or otherwise exposed to an animal found or suspected to be affected by rabies.  The bill also provides that the provision of vaccine and globulin products shall be in accordance with DHEC guidelines, and DHEC is authorized to seek reimbursement from sources including, but not limited to, Medicaid/Medicare and/or personal/medical insurance of the person receiving the products.  Currently, DHEC is required to furnish antirabic products “when it considers necessary,” and DHEC must be reimbursed by the owner of the unvaccinated animal in question.

The House amended, approved, and sent to the Senate H.4260.  This bill revises current definitions and adds new definitions to provisions regarding rabies control. The bill revises the definition of “pet,” currently defined as only domesticated species of carnivores, so as to include in that definition only domesticated cats, dogs, and ferrets.  The bill adds a definition for “carnivore,” including in that definition flesh-eating animals known to be reservoirs of rabies.  The bill also adds a definition for “domesticated animal,” including in that definition owned or stray cats, dogs, and ferrets or other animals for which there exists an approved and licensed rabies vaccine; and the bill adds a definition for “quarantine” - a prescribed, restricted confinement of an animal up to and including a state of enforced isolation for the purpose of observation of the animal for signs and/or symptoms of rabies and for the prevention of potential rabies transmission.  The bill provides that these provisions do not apply to the sale, purchase, donation, or transfer of ownership of carnivores between publicly-owned zoos or animal dealers located in this State and licensed as specified in the bill. The bill further provides that any public display, showing, or exhibition of wild carnivores, primates, or any other animal for which a USDA licensed rabies vaccine does not exist are allowed only when any possible contact by these animals with the general public is prevented.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4589.  This bill authorizes the State Department of Health and Environmental Control to raise or lower, by regulation, the application fee for a permit to alter a “critical area” (coastal waters, tidelands, beaches, beach dune system which is the area from the mean high water mark to the setback line) after complying with the Administrative Procedures Act.  The bill also increases to two hundred fifty dollars (current fee allowed is up to fifty-one dollars), the fee for permits which are noncommercial/nonindustrial in nature and provide personal benefits that have no connection with a commercial/industrial enterprise.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4516.  This joint resolution extends by three years the pilot program of alligator farming for the purpose of determining the feasibility of alligator farming for poultry mortality disposal.

The House approved and enrolled for ratification S.869.  This bill provides that up to $2,000 per year in state funds may be used for expenses related to presentation of the Jean Laney Harris Folk Heritage Awards.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4701.  This bill provides that the Citadel may pledge the proceeds of the admissions fee and the special student fee as security for athletic facilities bonds without pledging the revenue derived from the operation of the athletic department.

The House approved and sent to the Senate H.4883.  This bill designates as a scenic river that portion of the Great Pee Dee River located between the U.S. Highway 378 bridge crossing of the Great Pee Dee River and downstream to the U.S. Highway 17 bridge crossing the Great Pee Dee River.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ACTION
AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS

The full Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Environmental Affairs Committee gave a favorable report to H.4891.  This bill makes it mandatory that the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) ensure the availability of antirabic (human) vaccine and globulin products for persons bitten by or otherwise exposed to an animal found or suspected to be affected by rabies.  The bill also provides that the provision of vaccine and globulin products shall be in accordance with DHEC guidelines, and DHEC is authorized to seek reimbursement from sources including, but not limited to, Medicaid/Medicare and/or personal/medical insurance of the person receiving the products.  Currently, DHEC is required to furnish antirabic products “when it considers necessary,” and DHEC must be reimbursed by the owner of the unvaccinated animal in question.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4883.  This bill designates as a scenic river that portion of the Great Pee Dee River located between the U.S. Highway 378 bridge crossing of the Great Pee Dee River and downstream to the U.S. Highway 17 bridge crossing the Great Pee Dee River.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4714.  Currently, the  season for taking antlered deer in Game Zones 2 and 4 is September fifteenth through September thirtieth with archery equipment only; October first through October tenth, with primitive weapons only; and October eleventh through January first, with archery equipment and firearms; Sundays excepted.  As reported by the Committee, this bill provides that these specified dates apply only to Game Zone 2.  Currently, in Game Zones 5 and 7, the season for taking antlered deer is September first through January first with bow and arrow and September fifteenth through January first with firearms. As reported by the Committee, this bill provides that these dates also apply also to Game Zone 4, and also provides that in Game Zone 4 and 5, the season for taking antlered deer with primitive weapons is September first through September 15.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4548.  As reported by the Committee, this bill amends the investment requirements for fee in lieu of taxes qualification by adding that “investments” may, under certain conditions, include amounts expended by a sponsor or sponsor affiliate as a nonresponsible party in a voluntary cleanup contract on the property pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program.  The bill provides that if the Department of Health and Environmental Control has issued a certificate of completion for the cleanup, and the cleanup investment amounts equal at least one million dollars, the investment threshold requirement is deemed to have been met.  The  bill also allows and includes provisions for a credit against corporate income taxes due for costs of voluntary cleanup activity by a nonresponsible party pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program.  The bill also amends current provisions regarding the job tax credit by providing that taxpayers which otherwise qualify for the job tax credit and which are located and the qualifying jobs are located on property where a response action has been completed pursuant to a nonresponsible party volunteer cleanup contract pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program, are allowed an additional one thousand dollar credit for each new full-time job created. This additional credit is permitted for five years.  The bill also provides that subject to approval of the county governing body, property and improvements subject to a nonresponsible party voluntary cleanup contract for which a certificate of completion has been issued by DHEC pursuant to the Brownfields Voluntary Cleanup Program, is exempt from ad valorem taxation as specified in the bill.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4516.  This joint resolution extends by three years the pilot program of alligator farming for the purpose of determining the feasibility of alligator farming for poultry mortality disposal.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4429.  This bill makes various revisions to the South Carolina Underwater Antiquities Act of 1991.  The bill revises the definitions of “field archaeologist”, “State Archaeologist”, and “undertaking”.  The bill revises the hobby license for persons wishing to conduct temporary, intermittent, recreational, small scale, noncommercial search, and recovery of submerged property.  The bill eliminates the issuance of an instructional license to allow student divers or charter group divers without individual hobby licenses to collect artifacts.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4260.  As reported by the Committee, this bill revises current definitions and adds new definitions to provisions regarding rabies control. The bill revises the definition of “pet,” currently defined as only domesticated species of carnivores, so as to include in that definition only domesticated cats, dogs, and ferrets.  The bill adds a definition for “carnivore,” including in that definition flesh-eating animals known to be reservoirs of rabies.  The bill also adds a definition for “domesticated animal,” including in that definition owned or stray cats, dogs, and ferrets or other animals for which there exists an approved and licensed rabies vaccine; and the bill adds a definition for “quarantine” - a prescribed, restricted confinement of an animal up to and including a state of enforced isolation for the purpose of observation of the animal for signs and/or symptoms of rabies and for the prevention of potential rabies transmission.  The bill provides that these provisions do not apply to the sale, purchase, donation, or transfer of ownership of carnivores between publicly-owned zoos or animal dealers located in this State and licensed as specified in the bill. The bill further provides that any public display, showing, or exhibition of wild carnivores, primates, or any other animal for which a USDA licensed rabies vaccine does not exist are allowed only when any possible contact by these animals with the general public is prevented.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4258.  This bill authorizes the Department of Health and Environmental Control (DHEC) to administer a pilot program under which it may enter into up to ten cooperative agreements (for up to five years with a possible five year renewal) with eligible participants to implement and evaluate the use of innovative environmental approaches not otherwise authorized under existing law. The bill requires that participants be members of the South Carolina Environmental Excellence Program.  The bill provides for pilot program procedures and delineates items which must be included in the cooperative agreements with participants.  The bill also authorizes DHEC to grant a participant a variance from a requirement in South Carolina environmental law that would otherwise apply to a facility covered by a cooperative agreement if the variance meets certain criteria. The bill requires participants to comply with certain reporting and enforcement procedures.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4222.  As reported by the Committee, this bill increases from two to eight, the number of devices (including hook and line, fly rod, casting rod, pole, and line and hand line) which may be used by any one individual while fishing. The bill also provides that any person fishing in a boat in salt water may use an unlimited number of lawful fishing devices.

The Committee reported favorable on H.3978.  This bill revises exemptions from regulation for generators of less than fifty pounds of infectious waste, so as to require sharps to be managed pursuant to the requirements of the “South Carolina Infectious Waste Management Act” and regulations promulgated under it.

The Committee reported favorable on S.894.  This bill revises statutes regulating the hunting of wild turkeys in South Carolina. 

The Committee reported favorable on S.893.  This bill deletes existing provisions regarding the killing of bear and adds provisions which:


Provide for open season in Game Zone One for still gun and party dog hunts and  provide that in all other zones there are no open seasons;


Require that bear taken be reported to the Department of Natural Resources’ Clemson office;


Provide that it is unlawful to take a bear except during open season; 


Restrict the taking, method of hunting, or possession of certain bear or bear parts, and provide penalties.

The Committee reported favorable on S.653.  This bill provides that licensing exams and licensing examination questions maintained or administered, or both, by the State Crop Pest Control Commission (the Commission) are confidential and are exempt from public disclosure. The bill requires that the Commission, within twenty-one days after receipt of a written request from an applicant who failed the licensing examination, arrange a meeting between a Commission agent and the applicant to review the applicant’s licensing examination answers.

The Committee reported favorable on S.191.  This bill provides immunity from civil and criminal liability to persons who - acting in good faith and without compensation, malice, recklessness, or gross negligence - render emergency care to a domestic animal that is abandoned, ill, injured or in distress related to an accident or disaster.

EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

The full Committee did not meet this week.

JUDICIARY

The full Committee did not meet this week.

LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

The full House Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee met on Tuesday, April 2, and reported out two bills.  

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on H.4786.  This bill revises the Utility Facility Siting and Environmental Protection Act by providing that once an application to transfer a certificate for a merchant power plant is received by the Public Service Commission, the Commission must hold a public hearing on the issue within sixty to ninety days.  Under the legislation, a merchant plant is a major utility facility not constructed by a utility currently serving retail customers in South Carolina and that does not have at least seventy-five percent of its generation capacity under a contract with a duration of at least ten years with utilities which provide retail electric service to customers in South Carolina.

The Committee gave a report of favorable with amendments on H.4956, a bill imposing requirements on government-owned telecommunications service providers.  With several South Carolina municipalities preparing to enter the telecommunications field, the legislation restricts a public entity from using taxpayer dollars to subsidize a telecommunications service or using certain other advantages that are not available to the existing telecommunications providers operating in the competitive market.  The legislation provides that a government-owned telecommunications service provider is subject to the same local, state, and federal regulatory, statutory, and other legal requirements of existing competitive companies.  The legislation provides that a government-owned telecommunications service provider cannot subsidize the cost of providing such service with funds from any other nontelecommunications service, operation, or revenue source.  A government-owned telecommunications service provider may receive no tax exemptions, governmental subsidies, or tax exempt financing.  A government-owned telecommunications service provider must maintain financial accounts separate from all other local government agencies.

MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS

The full Committee did not meet this week.

WAYS AND MEANS

The full Ways and Means Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4622, the South Carolina Research Centers of Economic Excellence Act.  As reported by the Committee, this bill creates a nine member Research Centers of Excellence Review Board (the Board) and creates the Centers of Excellence Matching Endowment (the Endowment).  The Endowment would be funded annually by appropriations from the South Carolina Education Lottery Account and managed by the State Treasurer, subject to awards from the Endowment.  South Carolina’s senior research universities may apply for awards from the Endowment as provided in the bill.  The Board is responsible for recommending annually to the Budget and Control Board for approval a schedule by which applications for funding are received and awarded on a competitive basis; for awarding of matching funds as provided in the bill; and for oversight and operation of the Endowment. 

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4855. As reported by the Committee, this joint resolution provides special procedures and conditions for mandatory employee furloughs at state agencies, institutions, or departments.  The resolution applies to fiscal year 2002-2003 if the general funds appropriated for a state agency, institution, or department are less than the general funds appropriated for that entity in the preceding fiscal year.  The resolution applies to fiscal year 2001-2002 or 2002-2003 if the General Assembly or the State Budget and Control Board implements a midyear across-the-board budget reduction.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.3851, concerning use of revenue generated by the accommodations tax.  Currently, this revenue may be used, in addition to other specified purposes, for beach access and renourishment. As reported by the Committee, this bill adds that the revenue may also be used for other tourism-related lands and water access approved by the accommodations tax oversight committee.

The Committee reported favorable on S.999.  This bill amends current law regarding security required for state funds in excess of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation limit deposited by the State Treasurer in a bank or savings and loan association, by allowing security for these deposits in the form of letters of credit.

The Committee adjourned debate on S.968, regarding expending certain South Carolina Employment Security Commission funds for acquiring software and information technology equipment.

The Committee reported favorable on S.869.  This bill provides that up to $2,000 per year in state funds may be used for expenses related to presentation of the Jean Laney Harris Folk Heritage Awards.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4701.  This bill provides that the Citadel may pledge the proceeds of the admissions fee and the special student fee as security for athletic facilities bonds without pledging the revenue derived from the operation of the athletic department.

The Committee reported favorable on H.3765.  This bill requires that a bill authorizing the issuance of state capital improvement bonds must have a certificate attached from the Office of State Budget, certifying that certain conditions are met regarding the dollar amount of bond authorizations in the bill and regarding the debt service for the bonds.  The bill requires this certificate before any bill or joint resolution authorizing the issuance of state general obligation bonds may be reported by the House Ways and Means Committee, given third reading in the House, reported by the Senate Finance Committee, given third reading in the Senate, and reported from conference or free conference committee.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4835.  Currently, state agencies responsible for providing and maintaining physical facilities are required to submit to the Joint Bond Review Committee and the Budget and Control Board an Annual Permanent Improvement Program (APIP), including all of the agency’s permanent improvement projects anticipated and proposed to be started in the upcoming year. This bill changes the name of the submission to the Comprehensive Permanent Improvement Plan (CPIP), and provides that the CPIP must include all of the agency’s permanent improvement projects anticipated and proposed over the next five years.  The bill also deletes a code section which requires state agencies and institutions to submit an overall plan seeking approval of requests for funding of permanent improvement projects or of the establishment and implementation of projects previously authorized under the State Capital Improvement Bond Act of 1968.

The Committee reported favorable on S.675.  This bill amends the definition of “redevelopment project” under the Tax Increment Financing Law so as to allow a redevelopment project to be located outside of the redevelopment area provided the municipality makes specific findings of benefit to the redevelopment project area and the project area is located within the municipal limits.  The bill also lengthens the period within which a municipality may issue the initial obligations to finance the redevelopment project upon adoption of an ordinance.  The bill lengthens this period from five years after adoption of an ordinance for approval of a redevelopment plan, to ten years after adoption of such an ordinance, and the bill provides that obligations may be issued subsequent to the initial ten-year period.  The bill also requires a municipality to make, by resolution, a specific finding of benefit to the redevelopment project area and provide written notice to the affected taxing district if the project or a portion of it is located outside of the redevelopment project area.

The Committee reported favorable on H.3921.  This bill extends the state income tax deduction allowed to volunteer firefighter and rescue squad members to a volunteer member of a Hazardous Materials (“HAZMAT”) Response team.  The bill also amends current provisions regarding the performance-based point system to determine eligibility for the state income tax deduction allowed volunteer firefighters and rescue squad workers by extending this point system to volunteer HAZMAT team members.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4805. As reported by the Committee, this bill provides for the imposition of a one cent sales and use tax in a municipality, by ordinance, subject to a referendum, for a specific period of time and for specified projects. The bill provides for the imposition, payment, and collection of this tax.

The Committee adjourned debate on S.439, regarding lowering at certain times the flags flown atop the Capitol.

The Committee reported favorable on H.3563.  This bill makes permanent the additional tax of thirty-five one-hundredths percent on fire insurance premiums which was previously dedicated to the repayment of interest and principal on capital improvement bonds authorized for the construction of the Fire Academy.  The bill provides that after the debt service is no longer needed and the bonds are retired, the revenues from this tax will be retained by the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation for use by its Division of Fire and Life Safety for capital improvements, division expenses, and public education.  Current provisions stipulate that the additional tax is imposed only so long as any of the bonds remain outstanding, and any remaining balance in the special fund after the bonds are retired is transferred to the General Fund.

The Committee adjourned debate on H.3640, regarding distribution of “C” fund gasoline tax revenues.  

The Committee reported favorable on H.4589.  This bill authorizes the State Department of Health and Environmental Control to raise or lower, by regulation, the application fee for a permit to alter a “critical area” (coastal waters, tidelands, beaches, beach dune system which is the area from the mean high water mark to the setback line) after complying with the Administrative Procedures Act.  The bill also increases to two hundred fifty dollars (current fee allowed is up to fifty-one dollars), the fee for permits which are noncommercial/nonindustrial in nature and provide personal benefits that have no connection with a commercial/industrial enterprise.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4507.  This joint resolution suspends the two dollar and five cents reduction in the calculation of Medicaid prescription payment reimbursements provided by the Department of Health and Human Services in Medicaid Bulletin Pharm 01-06, effective with reimbursements paid for Medicaid prescriptions filled after the effective date of this resolution.

The Committee reported favorable with amendment on H.4769.  As reported by the Committee, this bill repeals the 2002 joint resolution which requires that nursing homes pay certain franchise fees beginning February 1, 2002.  This bill would take effect July 1, 2002.

The Committee reported favorable on H.3764.  This joint resolution proposes to amend the South Carolina Constitution so as to allow a municipality, county, special purpose district, or public service district of the State which provides firefighting service and which administers a separate pension plan for its employees performing this service to invest and reinvest the funds in this pension plan in equity securities traded on a national securities exchange as provided in the Securities Exchange Act of 1934 or a successor act, or in equity securities quoted through the National Association of Securities Dealers Automatic Quotations System or similar service.

The Committee reported favorable on H.4676.  This bill codifies and provides for the merger of LIS and LPITR, transferring all assets and resources of LIS to LPITR, with the exception of one FTE which must be transferred to the House of Representatives. The bill provides that the merged entity will be known as Legislative Printing, Information and Technology Systems (LPITS).

The Committee reported favorable on H.4609.  This bill provides that a retired member of the South Carolina Police Officers Retirement System (SCPORS) who is hired by the State is not eligible for a lump-sum payment for unused leave upon termination or retirement from state employment.  The bill also provides that a retired member of the SCPORS who is hired by an agency to fill all or some of a full-time equivalent position covered by the State Employees Grievance Procedure Act is exempt from the provisions of the State Employee Grievance Procedure Act.  The bill also eliminates the earnings limitation for a retired member of the SCPORS who is hired in a position covered by the PORS or any other State Retirement System, and reduces from sixty days to fifteen consecutive calendar days the minimum interval before a retired member of the SCPORS may be hired by a covered employer without affecting the member’s retirement allowance.

BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE

THIS WEEK

AGRICULTURE, NATURAL RESOURCES, AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS


H.4987 OFFICIAL STATE WILDFLOWER Rep. Altman

This bill designates the goldenrod as South Carolina’s official state wildflower.


H.5009 ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT RECYCLING PROGRAM Rep. Sharpe

This joint resolution establishes and provides for the Electronic Equipment Recycling Program (the Program), administered by the Department of Commerce and charged to develop and implement the state program to encourage the efficient means of collecting, storing, transporting, processing, and recycling of electronic equipment. The program would be funded from revenue generated by a five dollar fee imposed for each piece of electronic equipment containing a cathode ray tube sold to the ultimate consumer.  The bill also establishes the Electronic Equipment Recycling Committee to evaluate and review the uses of the Electronic Equipment Recycling Fund, which is also established in the bill. The Program would be abolished five years from July 1, 2002.


H.5018 MOORING OF WATERCRAFT Rep. Rodgers

This bill allows the governing bodies of counties and municipalities to enact and enforce ordinances or local laws relating to and governing the mooring of live-aboard vessels and floating structures or objects within their jurisdictional limits, as distinguished from the operation and equipment of watercraft, and relating to the towing, storage, and disposition of abandoned vessels and floating structures or objects found within their jurisdictions.  The bill also provides that counties and municipalities, acting through the agencies and instrumentalities of their respective governments, may tow away and store at the nearest commercial marina or another suitable facility an unattended watercraft, a watercraft the operator of which is ill, intoxicated, or under a disability which renders him incapable of functioning safely, or another object which constitutes a hazard to navigation and which is not within an anchorage area approved by the United States Coast Guard.  The bill provides that the Department of Natural Resources, counties, municipalities, and the officers, agents, or employees of these entities are immune and absolved from civil liability and expense to the owner arising from the towing and storage of a watercraft, floating structure, or object pursuant to the provisions of this bill.

JUDICIARY

S.820 CLONING HUMANS PROHIBITED Sen. Reese

This bill provides that it is unlawful for any person through “cloning” to grow or create a human being, or any human part, or to conspire to do so.  Penalties are provided for violations.

S.1085 STATE BOARD OF LAW EXAMINERS Sen. McConnell

This bill revises provisions relating to the State Board of Law Examiners, so as to revise certain qualifications of members of the board and provide that the membership, terms, and duties of the board shall be as set by the Supreme Court.

S.1109 PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT ALLOWING PUBLIC

OFFICERS TO PARTICIPATE IN STATE LOTTERY Sen. McConnell
This joint resolution proposes an amendment to the state constitution’s prohibition on public officers gambling or betting on games of chance so as to provide an exception that allows participation in lotteries conducted by the State of South Carolina.

S.1138 911 HEROES DAY Senate Judiciary Committee

This bill designates September 11 of each year as “911 Heroes Day”, a day of recognition to express the gratitude of the citizens of South Carolina for all the sacrifices made by public safety personnel in the performance of their duties.  

H.4986 DAMAGES FOR RETALIATION AGAINST WHISTLE-BLOWERS 

Rep. Whipper
This bill revises provisions relating to civil actions against an employing public body for retaliation against an employee who reports a violation of state or federal law or regulation, so as to change the maximum amount of actual damages an employee may recover from fifteen thousand dollars to three hundred thousand dollars.

H.4989 DEATH PENALTY CASES Rep. G.M. Smith

This bill revises requirements that a solicitor give notice to the defense attorney of an intention to seek the death penalty so as to provide that, in such instances, the solicitor must also give notice of intent to seek the death penalty to the Court Administrator of this State. The bill also requires the reporting of certain statistical information to the Office of the Court Administrator relating to crime to enable accurate record keeping.

S.145 OPEN CONTAINER OF BEER OR WINE IN MOVING LIMOUSINE OR

CHARTERED BUS Sen. Wilson
This bill revises provisions relating to the unlawful possession of an open container of beer or wine in a motor vehicle, so as to provide that this provision does not apply to a passenger twenty‑one years of age or older in a moving limousine or chartered bus who is not in the driving compartment or portion of the vehicle which is accessible to the driver while operating the vehicle.

H.5020 ADOPTION OF A COMPREHENSIVE PLAN BY THE LOCAL

GOVERNING BODY Rep. Edge
This bill revises provisions relating to the adoption of a comprehensive plan by the local governing body after a recommendation by the local planning commission, so as to eliminate a provision requiring the governing authority to hold a public hearing after notice is given.  The bill provides a procedure by which the local governing body may adopt or enact an element or plan as a whole after at least one public hearing, and specifies how notice is given and what constitutes notice.

LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY

S.42 STATE ATHLETIC COMMISSION REORGANIZATION Sen. J.V. Smith

This bill places the State Athletic Commission under the administration of the Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation and conforms the provisions to the statutory organizational framework established for professional and occupational boards and commissions under the administration of the department.  The bill repeals statutes relating to the State Athletic Commission and to County Athletic Commissions, and further provide for the licensure and regulation of various athletes and athletic events.

H.4985 PREDATORY LENDING PRACTICES Rep. Fleming

This bill prohibits “flipping” of home loans and imposes restrictions regarding credit sales and loans secured by manufactured homes.

MEDICAL, MILITARY, PUBLIC AND MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS


S.1160 QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSING AS A PHYSICIAN Sen. Peeler

This bill revises qualifications for licensing as a physician by amending requirements concerning scores on FLEX examinations and by providing that a passing score on the COMVEX examination must be established by the testing agency.


H.4991 EMERGENCY TREATMENT FOR INSECT STINGS Rep. Thompson

This bill adds emergency medical technicians to those certified professionals who are not required to obtain certification for the administration of emergency treatment to persons suffering a severe adverse reaction to an insect sting.


S.977 NURSES Sen. Giese

This bill codifies definitions for “attendant care services,” “basic services,” “ancillary services,” “health maintenance activities,” and “individual in need of in-home care.”  The bill also clarifies that no provisions of the chapter may be construed to prohibit a person not licensed from providing attendant care services directed by or on behalf of an individual in need of in-home care, nor do the provisions of the bill prohibit performance of an act which a person would normally perform if the person were physically and cognitively able.


S.986 BIRTH DEFECTS SURVEILLANCE STUDY COMMITTEE Sen. Leatherman
This joint resolution creates and provides for the South Carolina Birth Defects Surveillance task force, which is charged to study birth defect surveillance methods, programs, and procedures and to develop recommendations for the establishment of a statewide birth defects surveillance program.  The task force is to submit a report to the Governor, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House before February 15, 2003. Upon submission of the report, the task force is abolished.


H.5012 REVISIONS TO STATE CERTIFICATION OF NEED AND HEALTH



   FACILITY LICENSURE ACT Rep. Loftis
This bill makes numerous revisions to the State Certification of Need and Health Facility Licensure Act. 


S.391 REGISTERED NURSE FIRST ASSISTANTS ACT Sen. J. Verne Smith

This bill enacts the Registered Nurse First Assistants Act, the stated purpose of which is to encourage physicians and hospitals to use registered nurses who are educationally prepared as registered nurse first assistants (RNFA’s), to provide quality, cost-effective surgical assistant interventions to health care recipients in South Carolina. The bill provides that a health care institution employing registered nurse first assistants must establish specific procedures for the appointment and reappointment of RNFA staff members and for granting, renewing, and revising their clinical scope of practice.  The bill also provides that when a health insurance policy, health care services plan, any insurance contract or other contract provides for payment for surgical first assisting benefits or services, the policy, plan, or contract must be construed as providing for payment to an RNFA who performs services that are within the scope of an RNFA’s professional license.

WAYS AND MEANS

S.1005 PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT NOTICES Sen. J. Verne Smith

This bill provides that a notice of objection to a proposed value in a property tax assessment notice may be timely filed at any time, and the notice applies for all open property tax years.


H.4990  REVISIONS TO BINGO LAWS Rep. Cooper

This bill makes numerous revisions to South Carolina’s bingo laws.  These revisions include, but are not limited to: adding and revising definitions regarding bingo; revising provisions regarding bingo promoters’ licenses; revising provisions regarding the manner of playing bingo; revising procedures regarding bingo gross proceeds; revising provisions regarding the various classes of bingo licenses; revising provisions regarding bingo proceeds; revising procedures regarding bingo bank accounts; revising provisions regarding conferences following a violation; revising provisions regarding the crime of posing as a bingo player; revising provisions regarding bingo card charges by the Department of Revenue; revising provisions relating to the sale or transfer of bingo cards; revising provisions regarding the payment with the application to obtain bingo cards;  and adding provisions establishing specifications for a site system and electronic bingo dabber.


S.1168 FUNDS FOR EMPLOYMENT SECURITY COMMISSION

   EXPANSION Sen. Leatherman
This joint resolution appropriates, from funds made available under Section 903 of the Social Security Act, the sum of $9,750,000, or so much of that amount as is necessary, to be used by the Employment Security Commission for land acquisition and construction costs for office expansion.


H.4998 PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT BY STATE TREASURER Rep. Kelley

This bill repeals a Code section regarding purchase of equipment by the Office of the State Treasurer for lease or resale to entities of state government.


H.4999 EMPLOYER/EMPLOYEE CONTRIBUTIONS FOR THE STATE



   OPTIONAL RETIREMENT PROGRAM (ORP) Rep. Kelley
This bill reduces the portion of an employee State ORP participant’s compensation remitted by the employer to the South Carolina Retirement System from two and fifty-five hundredths percent of compensation to one and seven-tenths percent of compensation.


H.5003 TRANSFER OF FUNDS FROM EXTENDED CARE



   MAINTENANCE FUND TO GENERAL FUND Rep. Kelley
This joint resolution directs the State Treasurer to transfer the sum of sixty-one million dollars from the Extended Care Maintenance Fund to the State general fund to offset fiscal year 2001-2002 mid-year sequestrations as imposed by the State Budget and Control Board. The resolution further provides that if the Extended Care Maintenance Fund is insufficient to meet its obligations due to this transfer, the State is solely responsible for repaying an amount to restore the transferred funds.


H.5006 SOUTH CAROLINA FEDERAL INCOME TAX CONFORMING 



   ACT Rep. Coleman
This bill provides that effective beginning January 1, 2003, the enactment of the annual general appropriations act by the General Assembly is deemed to update the reference date for application of the federal Internal Revenue Code to State tax laws through December 31 of the preceding calendar year unless the General Assembly provides otherwise in some other enactment.


H.5007 INVESTMENT EDUCATION Rep. Klauber

This bill provides that the South Carolina Retirement Systems may provide investment education services to any participant in any of the state’s retirement plans.  The bill also repeals a Code section which relates to third party vendors providing consultative services for deferred compensation plan participants.


H.5010 OVERDUE TAX DEBT COLLECTION ACT Rep. Kirsh

This bill enacts the “Overdue Tax Debt Collection Act,” authorizing the South Carolina Department of Revenue (DOR) to impose a collection assistance fee on certain overdue tax debts equal to twenty percent of the overdue tax amount.  The bill also allows DOR to retain a portion of this fee and allows DOR to bring suit in courts of other states to collect taxes due this State.


H.5011 DISCOUNT ALLOWED FOR TIMELY PAYMENT OF 



   SALES AND USE TAX Rep. Kirsh
This bill provides that the maximum discount of three thousand dollars allowed to a taxpayer for timely payment of sales and use taxes is increased to a maximum of three thousand one hundred dollars for taxpayers filing electronically. The bill also decreases from twenty thousand dollars to fifteen thousand dollars the threshold amount for which payments due to the Department of Revenue must be paid by a method in which the funds are available immediately to the State.


S.937 JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION Sen. Leatherman

This bill establishes and provides for the Joint Committee on Taxation (the Committee), which must:

o
make a detailed study of the revenue laws of the State, together with all other laws of the State which have a bearing upon the study of the revenue laws, and make recommendations to the General Assembly;

o
provide for the revision of revenue laws so as to develop a more easily understandable and workable system of revenue laws for the State;

o
recommend changes in specified areas;

o
recommend study of alternate sources of revenue found in the tax structure of other states and report on the economic impact of the South Carolina tax structure upon the business enterprises of various types of industry, as compared with other Southeastern states; and

o
make recommendations for long-range revenue planning and for future amendments of the revenue laws of the State.

The Committee is required to report recommendations to the General Assembly and the Governor by June 30, 2006, at which time the Committee will be dissolved.


H.5017 UNINSURED MEDICAL CATASTROPHE FUND Rep. Miller

This bill creates the Uninsured Medical Catastrophe Fund, established within the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) to assist South Carolina residents who have no health insurance for treatment of medical catastrophes.  Revenue for the fund includes voluntary contributions made by designations on the State individual income tax returns.  The bill gives DHHS the authority to develop eligibility criteria, which need not conform to Medicaid eligibility; to receive and review applications for assistance; and to grant assistance to the extent that funds are available to meet the expenses.


H.5019 DRYCLEANING FACILITIES Rep. Kirsh

This bill revises various provisions regarding taxes and fees relating to drycleaning facilities.  For purposes of the Sales and Use Tax Act, the bill excludes from the definition of “gross proceeds of sales” (the value proceeding or accruing from the sale, lease, or rental of tangible personal property) the environmental surcharge imposed pursuant to the South Carolina Hazardous Waste Management Act. The bill also amends the Hazardous Waste Management Act relating to the Drycleaning Facility Restoration Trust Fund by providing for the calculation, administration, collection, and enforcement of the environmental surcharge. The bill also provides for the Department of Revenue’s (D)R) retention of funds for costs incurred to collect and enforce this fund.  The bill amends provisions relating to the surcharge on Perchloroethylene and Stoddard Solvent by providing that DOR must administer, collect, and enforce the surcharge in the manner that sales and use taxes are administered, collected, and enforced under provisions of the Sales and Use Tax Act. The bill revises provisions relating to the election to place a drycleaning facility under the provisions of the Drycleaning Facility Restoration Trust Fund, by adding provisions pertaining to the effect of voluntary registration on a drycleaning facility’s liability for the payment of certain taxes, fees, penalties, and interest.


H.5028 COMPREHENSIVE TAX BILL Rep. Vaughn
This is a comprehensive bill which clarifies, “cleans up,” and revises numerous tax laws enforced by the Department of Revenue.


H.5029 BONDS ISSUED UNDER THE TOBACCO SETTLEMENT REVENUE

   MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY ACT Rep. Jennings
This bill extends from thirty years after issuance, to the fortieth fiscal year after the fiscal year in which the bond is issued, the maturity of bonds issued under the Tobacco Settlement Revenue Management Authority Act.  The bill also authorizes the issuance of a series of bonds during fiscal year 2001-2002, the proceeds of which shall be used to refund certain outstanding indebtedness of the Tobacco Settlement Revenue Management Authority (the Authority) or deposited in the State general fund.  The bill also revises provisions relating to uses of revenues payable to the State from the Tobacco Master Settlement Agreement by further providing for the funds or revenues to which this provision applies and for the sources of these funds or revenues.


H.5030 PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS Rep. Cooper

This bill revises provides a property tax exemption for all property of nonprofit housing corporations devoted to providing housing to low or very low income residents.  For purposes of these provisions, the bill also provides definitions for “low income” and for “very low income.”
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