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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
TO HONOR THE MEMORY OF THE HONORABLE LARRY E. GENTRY OF SALUDA COUNTY, A FORMER MEMBER OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, AND TO EXTEND THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA TO HIS WONDERFUL FAMILY AND COUNTLESS FRIENDS.

Whereas, The Honorable Larry E. Gentry of Saluda County died Wednesday, March 26, 1997, at the young age of forty-seven; and

Whereas, former Representative Gentry was born in Richmond County, Georgia, and was the son of Wesley Matthew Gentry, Jr., and the late Trannye L. Trotter Gentry; and

Whereas, he was a 1967 graduate of Saluda High School; attended Anderson Junior College; graduated from the University of South Carolina with a B.S. degree in 1971; and graduated from the University of South Carolina School of Law with a J.D. degree in 1978; and

Whereas, Larry Gentry was the loving husband of Barbara Ann Corley Gentry of Saluda; a devoted father to his three sons: Matthew Blair Gentry, Michael Ryan Gentry, and Russell Clayton Gentry, all of Saluda; and a brother Wesley M. Gentry III of Lexington; and

Whereas, he established his law firm in Saluda in 1978 and was involved in the management of Gentry Poultry Company, Inc.; and

Whereas, The Honorable Larry E. Gentry was first elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives in 1979 and served continuously until 1992, when he retired from public service.  He served on numerous committees while in the House of Representatives including:  Agricultural and Natural Resources Committee, Joint Judicial Screening Committee, Rules Committee, and was First Vice Chairman of the Judiciary Committee; and

Whereas, he was actively involved in his community by serving as Director of the Saluda County Economic Development Board, former Director of the Saluda County Council on Aging, a member of the Saluda County Investment Club, the Saluda County Historical Society, the Saluda County Chamber of Commerce, the South Carolina and American Bar Associations, and the South Carolina Trial Lawyers Association; and 

Whereas, he labored tirelessly as a dedicated public servant for the betterment of the lives of his fellow citizens of the Palmetto State. Larry Gentry, throughout his life, earned the lasting respect of those with whom he came into contact; and

Whereas, the members of the General Assembly express appreciation for The Honorable Larry E. Gentry’s life and pause in their deliberations to remember their good friend, who will be deeply missed and mourned for many, many years.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, honor the memory of The Honorable Larry E. Gentry of Saluda County, a former member of the South Carolina House of Representatives, and extend their deepest sympathy to his wonderful family and countless friends.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to his wife, Mrs. Barbara Ann Corley Gentry.
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