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A HOUSE RESOLUTION

COMMENDING THE HONORABLE JENNINGS GARY MCABEE OF MCCORMICK COUNTY FOR HIS DEDICATED AND OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO THE CITIZENS OF SOUTH CAROLINA AS A LEGISLATOR AND EXTENDING BEST WISHES TO HIM FOR HAPPINESS AND SUCCESS IN ALL OF HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

Whereas, the Honorable Jennings Gary McAbee was born October 5, 1944, in McCormick, the son of Thomas Russell McAbee and the late Cornelia Dorn McAbee; graduated from Wofford College with a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1967; is a devoted family man married to Patti Townes Herring; and has three sons, Jennings Gary McAbee, Jr., Martin Townes McAbee, and Charles Wesley McAbee; and

Whereas, the Honorable Jennings Gary McAbee has ably represented the citizens of House District 12 (McCormick, Greenwood, Saluda, and Abbeville Counties) from 1975 through 1998.  He served as vice chairman of the Joint Legislative Committee on Tourism and Trade and has been on the Parks, Recreation and Tourism Commission since 1979, served on the executive committee; he served on the influential House Ways and Means Committee; was a member of the Joint Bond Review Committee; was named Legislator of the Year by the South Carolina Association of Counties in 1984; and

Whereas, during his tenure as a respected and admired member of the General Assembly, Representative McAbee’s noteworthy accomplishments include, but are not limited to, being instrumental in the formation of the Joint Tourism Caucus in 1987; being cited by the regional tourism organization for outstanding leadership and support for legislation that has contributed substantially to the growth of travel and tourism as a 4.3 billion dollar industry employing nearly one hundred thousand people in this State; being selected as “Outstanding Tourism Legislator of the Year” by the Southeast Tourism Society in 1988; and

Whereas, Jennings Gary McAbee has devoted a major portion of his adult life to public service.  He began serving as a magistrate in McCormick County from 1970 until 1972, and, in addition, to service in the General Assembly, performed military service as a member of the South Carolina National Guard; and

Whereas, Mr. McAbee’s civic and fraternal service includes serving as chairman of the Boy Scout Fund in 1973, chairman of the Cancer Society in 1974.  He is a Master Mason, a 32nd Degree Mason, Shriner, a member of the Exchange Club, the American Legion, the Moose Lodge, the Jaycees, Lion’s Club, Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity; and 

Whereas, Jennings Gary McAbee has been a leader in public affairs and an outstanding legislator. His insight, hard work, and knowledge have proved invaluable to his colleagues; he has provided superb representation for his constituents and has always striven to do what is best for the State.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives, by this resolution, commend the Honorable Jennings Gary McAbee of McCormick County for his dedicated and outstanding service to the citizens of South Carolina as a legislator and extend best wishes to him for happiness and success in all of his future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Honorable Jennings Gary McAbee.
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