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A BILL

TO DIRECT THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO ESTABLISH A TASK FORCE TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PURSUING STATEWIDE WAIVERS FOR THE SIX FEDERAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND ESTABLISHING A STATE EDUCATION FLEXIBLITY PROGRAM AND REPORT NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 1, 1999, TO THE SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE AND THE HOUSE EDUCATION AND PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE.


Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.

(A)
The State Board of Education through the Department of Education is directed to establish a task force to review and make recommendations for pursuing statewide waivers for the six applicable federal education programs and establishing a state education flexibility program to include the possible waiving of specified statutory and regulatory educational requirements applicable to local school districts and schools to help improve student academic performance. 


(B)
The recommendations shall include, but not be limited to:



(1)
the particular waivers to be sought from federal regulations and the reasons why;



(2)
state statutory requirements relating to education that the General Assembly should consider including in the flexibility program and the reasons why;



(3)
the regulatory requirements relating to education that the board will consider waiving;



(4)
a description of how the proposed educational flexibility plan is consistent with and will assist in implementing the intent and objectives of Act 135 of 1993, the School to Work Transition Act of 1994, and the Education Accountability Act of 1998;



(5)
the process to be used to evaluate applications from local school districts or schools requesting waivers of state statutory or regulatory education requirements; and



(6)
the process to be used to evaluate the performance of students in the schools and local school districts affected by the waivers.


(C) In undertaking this review, the following areas may not be considered for the education flexibility program:



(1)
maintenance of effort;



(2)
comparability of services;



(3)
parental participation and involvement; 



(4)
the distribution of funds to local school districts;



(5)
school attendance areas; and



(6)
applicable constitutional requirements.


(D)
In establishing the membership of the task force, the State Board and Department of Education shall appoint members of the education community directly involved in the areas covered by the federal programs and under consideration for waivers as well as school and district administrators.  The members should come from all regions of the State and be representative of the types of school districts in the State.  The task force report and the recommendations of the state board shall be reported to the Senate Education Committee and House Education and Public Works Committee no later than December 1, 1999.

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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