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A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 48‑33‑20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF FOREST LAND, SO AS TO FURTHER DEFINE “FOREST LAND”; TO AMEND SECTION 48‑33‑30, RELATING TO THE DEFINITION OF FOREST FIRE, SO AS TO FURTHER DEFINE “FOREST FIRE”; TO AMEND SECTION 48‑33‑60, RELATING TO COUNTY FORESTRY BOARDS, SO AS TO DELETE CERTAIN PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE ANNUAL FOREST FIRE PROTECTION PLAN AND PROVIDE THAT COUNTY FOREST FIRE PROTECTION OFFICES SHALL BE EMPLOYED ONLY WITH THE CONSENT OF THE COUNTY FORESTRY BOARD; AND TO AMEND SECTION 48‑33‑70, RELATING TO PLANS FOR FOREST FIRE PROTECTION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE STATE COMMISSION OF FORESTRY SHALL PREPARE A PLAN FOR FOREST FIRE PROTECTION.


Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 48‑33‑20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 48‑33‑20.

For the purpose of this chapter, all lands shall be construed as ‘forest land’ which have enough forest growth, standing or down, or have sufficient inflammable flammable debris or grass, outside of corporate limits, to constitute, in the judgment of the State Commission of Forestry, a fire menace to itself or adjoining lands.”

SECTION
2.
Section 48‑33‑30 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 48‑33‑30.

The term ‘forest fire,’’, as used in this chapter, means any fire burning uncontrolled on any land covered wholly or in part by timber, brush, grass, or other inflammable flammable vegetation.”

SECTION
3.
Section 48-33-60 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 48‑33‑60.

The county boards shall assist in the efficient performance of the requirements of this chapter and the general conduct of the forestry program in the county.  They shall review, revise and adopt the annual forest fire protection plan and the The county ranger, fire wardens, towermen and all other county forest fire protection officers shall be employed, retained, or dismissed only with the consent of the county forestry board.  The county ranger, fire wardens and towermen, and all other county officers of the county board shall must be residents of the county in which they are so employed.”

SECTION
4.
Chapter 33, Title 48 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 48‑33‑65.

The county boards shall assist in the efficient performance of the requirements of this chapter and the general conduct of the forestry program in the county.   The county ranger, fire wardens, and all other county forest fire protection officers shall be employed only with the consent of the county forestry board.  The county ranger, fire wardens, and all other county officers of the county board must be residents of the county in which they are so employed.”

SECTION
5.
Section 48‑33‑70 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 48‑33‑70.

The State Commission of Forestry shall prepare for each county forestry board a plan for forest fire protection for the fiscal year and present such plan at the July meeting of the board.  It shall have power to make and enforce all rules and regulations necessary for the administration of forest fire protection.”

SECTION
6.
Section 48-33-60 is repealed effective July 1, 2005.

SECTION
7.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor, except that SECTION 4 takes effect on July 1, 2005.
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