The Honorable Robert L. Peeler



The Honorable Glenn F. McConnell

Page 2
June 27, 2001


June 27, 2001

The Honorable Robert L. Peeler



President of the Senate




The State House

Columbia, SC  29201

The Honorable Glenn F. McConnell

President Pro Tempore, South Carolina Senate

The State House

Columbia, SC  29201

Gentlemen:

I am hereby returning with my objections S. 559, R. 146, an Act:

TO AMEND SECTION 12-36-2120, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO SALES TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO EXEMPT, EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2006, THE GROSS PROCEEDS OF SALES OF FOOD ITEMS ELIGIBLE FOR PURCHASE WITH UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOOD COUPONS, TO PROVIDE FOR PHASING DOWN THE RATE OF THE SALES TAX ON THESE ITEMS IN INCREMENTS OF ONE PERCENT, TO PROVIDE FOR THE APPLICATION OF THIS EXEMPTION TO LOCAL SALES AND USE TAXES, AND TO PROVIDE GENERAL FUND ACCOUNTING CHANGES TO HOLD HARMLESS STATE REVENUES FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION.

Because the General Assembly failed to pass the general appropriations bill before its mandatory sine die adjournment on June 7, 2001, I was forced to call an extra session to prevent a shutdown of State government.  To keep the General Assembly focused on the sole objective of adopting a budget for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2001, and to avoid wasting time and taxpayers' money, I pledged to the citizens of South Carolina and the General Assembly that I would veto any other legislation passed during the extra session that convened on June 20, 2001. This veto keeps that promise.  

The Constitution of South Carolina authorized me to convene the extra session of the General Assembly to prevent a shutdown of state government due to the absence of appropriated funds for the upcoming fiscal year.  However, the Constitution did not permit me to limit the amount of time the General Assembly remained in Columbia during the extra session, nor did it permit me to restrict the types of legislation being considered.  As a result, a pledge to veto any legislation other than the budget was the only tool available to force the General Assembly to adjourn promptly and thereby limit the costs of the extra session to the citizens of South Carolina.   

There are always bills that must be carried over from the first year to the second year of every two-year legislative session.  The only bill this year that was imperative for the General Assembly to pass in the extra session was the budget.  Like this bill, other issues can wait until January, 2002 for consideration.

Sincerely,

Jim Hodges
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