Thursday, March 22, 2001

(Statewide Session)
THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2001


Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter

The House assembled at 10:00 a.m.

Deliberations were opened with prayer by Reverend Rhett Williams-Brown, son of Representative G. BROWN as follows:


Your tears for the world, O God, are as heavy as the rains that fall on the streets of Columbia, and as cold as the snow over the peaks of Landrum. How You long to heal this disease within each of us. How You desire to calm the raging inner struggle that is the source of every social problem we debate here today. Send Your spirit to dwell among us. May we sit upon Your knee and learn from You. Help us to see in each other the resemblance of Your holy face. Teach us to be like You; always desiring truth, always embracing hope, always seeking justice, always desiring accountability, always longing for relationship, always washing feet, always embracing each other with open arms even at the risk of spear and sword. Heal us, O God, from the inside out. May the same sun that rises over our State today giving light and love to all who look to it, rise within our hearts. And may the people we serve see something new in and from us, in the name of God. Amen.

Pursuant to Rule 6.3, the House of Representatives was led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America by the SPEAKER.

After corrections to the Journal of the proceedings of yesterday, the SPEAKER ordered it confirmed.

MOTION ADOPTED

Rep. CLYBURN moved that when the House adjourns, it adjourn in memory of George L. Price, which was agreed to.

REGULATION WITHDRAWN AND RESUBMITTED

Document No. 2533

Agency: South Carolina Law Enforcement Division

Statutory Authority: 1976 Code Section 23-3-130

Criminal Justice Information System

Received by Speaker of the House of Representatives 

January 29, 2001

Referred to Judiciary Committee

Legislative Review Expiration June 27, 2001 (Revised)

Subject to Sine Die Revision

20010322
Withdrawn and Resubmitted

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Rep. CATO, from the Committee on Labor, Commerce and Industry, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

H. 3319 -- Reps. Sandifer, Allison, Barrett, Cato, Chellis, Cooper, Davenport, Edge, Emory, Fleming, Gilham, Harrison, Harvin, Keegan, Kelley, Kirsh, Knotts, Law, Leach, Lee, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Martin, McCraw, Meacham-Richardson, Moody-Lawrence, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Perry, Phillips, Quinn, Rodgers, Simrill, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, Stille, Talley, Thompson, Trotter, Walker, A. Young and White: A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 40, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PROFESSIONALS AND OCCUPATIONS, BY ADDING CHAPTER 8 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA PERPETUAL CARE CEMETERY BOARD UNDER THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION; TO CONFORM THE PROVISIONS OF THIS CHAPTER TO THE STATUTORY ORGANIZATIONAL FRAMEWORK ESTABLISHED FOR PROFESSIONAL AND OCCUPATIONAL BOARDS UNDER THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE DEPARTMENT; AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF CEMETERY COMPANIES AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR CERTAIN VIOLATIONS; AND TO REPEAL CHAPTER 55 OF TITLE 39 RELATING TO CEMETERIES.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

Rep. TOWNSEND, from the Committee on Education and Public Works, submitted a favorable report with amendments on:

H. 3386 -- Reps. Townsend, Walker, Allison, Barrett, Cato, Cooper, Hamilton, Harrell, Hinson, Keegan, Kelley, Martin, Riser, Sandifer, Sharpe, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Thompson and Witherspoon: A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 40, TITLE 59, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOLS, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE ORGANIZATION, OPERATION, AND GOVERNANCE OF CHARTER SCHOOLS.

Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. RHOAD, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 3778 -- Rep. Rhoad: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO EXTEND THE PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES TO THE HONORABLE J. EDWARD DARNELL, SHERIFF OF BAMBERG COUNTY, ON THURSDAY, MARCH 29, 2001, AT A TIME TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER FOR THE PURPOSE OF RECOGNIZING AND CONGRATULATING SHERIFF DARNELL ON BEING NAMED "SHERIFF OF THE YEAR" BY THE SOUTH CAROLINA SHERIFF'S ASSOCIATION.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the privilege of the floor of the South Carolina House of Representatives is extended to the Honorable J. Edward Darnell, Sheriff of Bamberg County, on Thursday, March 29, 2001, at a time to be determined by the Speaker, for the purpose of recognizing and congratulating Sheriff Darnell on being named “Sheriff of the Year” by the South Carolina Sheriff’s Association.

The Resolution was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 3779 -- Rep. Wilkins: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES NOT TO ADOPT AND SUBMIT TO THE STATES FOR RATIFICATION A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES CONSTITUTION ELIMINATING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AND PROVIDING FOR THE POPULAR ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OR ANOTHER MECHANISM FOR CHOOSING THE PRESIDENT AND VICE PRESIDENT.

The Concurrent Resolution was ordered referred to the Committee on Invitations and Memorial Resolutions.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 3780 -- Reps. Cobb-Hunter, Barrett, Stuart, J. H. Neal, Mack, Townsend, Harvin and Law: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE SONNY DUBOSE OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA ENERGY OFFICE FOR HIS TIRELESS COMMITMENT TO PROJECTS WHICH WILL PROVIDE SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC BENEFIT FOR OUR STATE AND TO COMMEND HIM, IN PARTICULAR, FOR HIS EFFORTS WHICH HAVE CULMINATED IN SOUTH CAROLINA AND ITS ENERGY OFFICE BEING NAMED "STATE ALLY OF THE YEAR" BY THE LANDFILL METHANE OUTREACH PROGRAM OF THE UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 3781 -- Rep. Barrett: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE THE JAMES M. BROWN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OF WALHALLA UPON RECEIVING THE PRESTIGIOUS "CAROLINA FIRST PALMETTO'S FINEST AWARD".

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  

The following Bills were introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committees:

H. 3782 -- Rep. Miller: A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, TITLE 56, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO REGISTRATION AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES, BY ADDING ARTICLE 87 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR ANIMAL ABUSE PREVENTION SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF FEES COLLECTED FROM THE ISSUANCE OF THIS SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE.

Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

H. 3785 -- Reps. Robinson, Allison and Townsend: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59-23-325 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ANY WRITTEN DOCUMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OR THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION PROVIDING GUIDELINES, STANDARDS, CODES, OR SPECIFICATIONS FOR PUBLIC SCHOOL FACILITY PLANNING, CONSTRUCTION, IMPROVEMENT, OR RENOVATION WHICH SCHOOL DISTRICTS ARE REQUIRED TO FOLLOW MUST BE PROMULGATED AS A REGULATION AND REVIEWED UNDER THE ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES ACT.

Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

H. 3786 -- Reps. Limehouse, Knotts, Altman, Bales, Barrett, Battle, Cato, Dantzler, Davenport, Emory, Haskins, Hayes, Hinson, Kirsh, Klauber, Law, Leach, Littlejohn, Loftis, McCraw, Meacham-Richardson, Merrill, J. M. Neal, Rice, Riser, Scarborough, J. R. Smith, Stille, Trotter, Vaughn, Webb, Witherspoon and A. Young: A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 3, TITLE 16, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO OFFENSES AGAINST A PERSON, BY ADDING ARTICLE 2 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE USE OF DEADLY FORCE IS JUSTIFIED WHEN AN OPERATOR OF A MOTOR VEHICLE BELIEVES UNLAWFUL FORCE IS BEING USED AGAINST HIM OR A PERSON PRESENT IN THE MOTOR VEHICLE TO COMMIT OR ATTEMPT TO COMMIT THE BURGLARY OR THEFT OF THE MOTOR VEHICLE; AND BY ADDING SECTION 16-3-90 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT WHEN A DEATH RESULTS FROM INJURIES RECEIVED FROM THE DRIVING OF A MOTOR VEHICLE STOLEN PURSUANT TO UNLAWFUL FORCE, THEN THE PERSON USING UNLAWFUL FORCE IS GUILTY OF MURDER, VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER, OR INVOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. MARTIN, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 3783 -- Rep. Martin: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO DECLARE THAT APRIL 3, 2001, SYMBOLIZES THE DAY ON WHICH THE WAGES PAID TO AMERICAN WOMEN TO THIS DATE IN 2001, WHEN ADDED TO THEIR EARNINGS FOR THE ENTIRE 2000 CALENDAR YEAR, FINALLY EQUAL THE 2000 EARNINGS OF AMERICAN MEN, AND TO DECLARE APRIL 3, 2001, "EQUAL PAY DAY" IN ORDER TO RECOGNIZE THE FULL VALUE OF A WOMAN'S SIGNIFICANT SKILLS AND CONTRIBUTIONS TO THIS NATION'S LABOR FORCE.

Whereas, more than thirty‑five years after the passage of the Equal Pay Act and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act, American women continue to suffer the consequences of inequitable pay differentials; and

Whereas, wage discrimination laws are poorly enforced and wage discrimination claims are extremely difficult to prove and win; and

Whereas, although women’s earnings have been slowly catching up to men’s earnings over time, the reduction in this wage gap is more attributable to the fall in men’s earnings and not with the increase in women’s earnings; and

Whereas, an overwhelming majority of American households depend on the wages of working mothers and wives, and working families are often one paycheck away from hardship; and

Whereas, fair pay policies can be implemented simply and without undue costs; and

Whereas, fair pay strengthens the security of families and enhances the American economy; and

Whereas, a national poll conducted by Business and Professional Women/USA found that nearly seventy percent of Americans believe women and minorities are paid less for doing the same work as their male counterparts; and

Whereas, April 3, 2001, symbolizes the day on which the wages paid to American women to this date in 2001, when added to their earnings for the 2000 calendar year, finally equal the 2000 earnings of American men.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly, by this resolution, urge the citizens of South Carolina to recognize the full value of a woman’s skills and significant contributions to this nation’s labor force and declare April 3, 2001, “Equal Pay Day”.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

HOUSE RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 3784 -- Reps. Lourie, Cotty, Scott and Howard: A HOUSE RESOLUTION TO COMMEND THE COACH AND MEMBERS OF THE RICHLAND NORTHEAST HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST ACADEMIC TEAM FOR THEIR COMMITMENT TO LEARNING AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND TO CONGRATULATE THEM ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR BECOMING TEAM WINNERS OF THE 2001 CLASS AAAA STATE CHAMPIONSHIP SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST COMPETITION.

The Resolution was adopted.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. PHILLIPS, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 3787 -- Rep. Phillips: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO FIX 12:00 NOON ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18, 2001, AS THE TIME FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE TO MEET IN JOINT SESSION IN THE HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE PURPOSE OF ELECTING MEMBERS OF THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF THE CITADEL, COASTAL CAROLINA UNIVERSITY, COLLEGE OF CHARLESTON, FRANCIS MARION UNIVERSITY, SOUTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY, AND THE WIL LOU GRAY OPPORTUNITY SCHOOL TO SUCCEED THOSE MEMBERS WHOSE TERMS EXPIRE IN 2001, OR WHOSE POSITIONS OTHERWISE MUST BE FILLED; AND TO ESTABLISH A PROCEDURE REGARDING NOMINATIONS AND NOMINATING AND SECONDING SPEECHES FOR THE CANDIDATES FOR THESE OFFICES DURING THE JOINT SESSION.

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:


(1)
That the House of Representatives and the Senate meet in joint session in the Hall of the House of Representatives at 12:00 noon, on Wednesday, April 18, 2001, for the purpose of electing members of the boards of trustees of The Citadel, Coastal Carolina University, College of Charleston, Francis Marion University, South Carolina State University, and the Wil Lou Gray Opportunity School to succeed those members whose terms expire in 2001, or whose positions otherwise must be filled.


(2)
That all nominations be made by the Chairman of the Joint Legislative Committee which screened the candidates for the above offices and that no further nominating nor any seconding speeches be made during the joint session by members of the General Assembly on behalf of any of the candidates.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

ROLL CALL

The roll call of the House of Representatives was taken resulting as follows:

	Allen
	Allison
	Altman

	Bales
	Barfield
	Barrett

	Battle
	Bingham
	Bowers

	Breeland
	Brown, G.
	Brown, J.

	Brown, R.
	Carnell
	Cato

	Chellis
	Clyburn
	Coates

	Cobb-Hunter
	Coleman
	Cotty

	Dantzler
	Delleney
	Edge

	Emory
	Fleming
	Freeman

	Frye
	Gourdine
	Hamilton

	Harrell
	Harrison
	Haskins

	Hayes
	Hines, J.
	Hines, M.

	Hinson
	Hosey
	Howard

	Huggins
	Jennings
	Keegan

	Kelley
	Kennedy
	Kirsh

	Klauber
	Knotts
	Koon

	Law
	Leach
	Lee

	Limehouse
	Littlejohn
	Lloyd

	Loftis
	Lourie
	Lucas

	Mack
	Martin
	McCraw

	McGee
	Meacham-Richardson
	Merrill

	Miller
	Moody-Lawrence
	Neal, J.H.

	Neal, J.M.
	Ott
	Owens

	Parks
	Perry
	Phillips

	Rhoad
	Rice
	Riser

	Rivers
	Robinson
	Rodgers

	Sandifer
	Scarborough
	Scott

	Sharpe
	Sheheen
	Simrill

	Sinclair
	Smith, D.C.
	Smith, F.N.

	Smith, G.M.
	Smith, J.R.
	Smith, W.D.

	Snow
	Stille
	Stuart

	Talley
	Taylor
	Thompson

	Townsend
	Tripp
	Trotter

	Vaughn
	Walker
	Webb

	Weeks
	Whatley
	Whipper

	White
	Wilder
	Wilkins

	Witherspoon
	Young, A.
	Young, J.


STATEMENT OF ATTENDANCE

I came in after the roll call and was present for the Session on Thursday, March 22.

	Jerry Govan
	George Campsen

	James E. Smith
	Ralph Davenport

	Walton McLeod
	Todd Rutherford

	Michael Easterday
	


Total Present--118

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER granted Rep. GILHAM a leave of absence for the day.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

The SPEAKER granted Rep. EASTERDAY a temporary leave of absence to attend a hearing.

SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE IN CHAIR

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Rep. WILKINS presented to the House Charles Reid recognizing his service to the House. 

SPEAKER IN CHAIR

DOCTOR OF THE DAY

Announcement was made that Dr. Thomas Roland of Columbia is the Doctor of the Day for the General Assembly.

CO-SPONSORS ADDED AND REMOVED

In accordance with House Rule 5.2 below:

"5.2
Every bill before presentation shall have its title endorsed; every report, its title at length; every petition, memorial, or other paper, its prayer or substance; and, in every instance, the name of the member presenting any paper shall be endorsed and the papers shall be presented by the member to the Speaker at the desk.  After a bill or resolution has been presented and given first reading, no further names of co‑sponsors may be added.  A member may add his name to a bill or resolution or a co‑sponsor of a bill or resolution may remove his name at any time prior to the bill or resolution receiving passage on second reading.  The member or co‑sponsor shall notify the Clerk of the House in writing of his desire to have his name added or removed from the bill or resolution.  The Clerk of the House shall print the member’s or co‑sponsor’s written notification in the House Journal.  The removal or addition of a name does not apply to a bill or resolution sponsored by a committee.”

CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3719

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/22/01
	TALLEY


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3719

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/22/01
	LITTLEJOHN


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3010

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/22/01
	CATO


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3010

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/22/01
	KIRSH


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3010

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/22/01
	TRIPP


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3598

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/22/01
	HINSON


CO-SPONSOR ADDED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3598

	Date:
	ADD:

	03/22/01
	ROBINSON


CO-SPONSOR REMOVED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3290

	Date:
	REMOVE:

	03/22/01
	BOWERS


CO-SPONSOR REMOVED

	Bill Number:
	H. 3290

	Date:
	REMOVE:

	03/22/01
	COATES


ORDERED TO THIRD READING

The following Bill and Joint Resolution were taken up, read the second time, and ordered to a third reading:

H. 3763 -- Rep. W. D. Smith: A BILL TO AUTHORIZE THE WHITNEY RESCUE SQUAD IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY TO TRANSFER AND THE WHITNEY AREA FIRE DISTRICT IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY TO ACCEPT ALL OF THE DUTIES, RESPONSIBILITIES, ASSETS, AND LIABILITIES OF THE SQUAD ON SUCH TERMS THE GOVERNING BODIES CONSIDER APPROPRIATE.

H. 3771 -- Labor, Commerce and Industry Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL, RELATING TO STANDARDS FOR LICENSING COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2541, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

Rep. LAW explained the Joint Resolution.

H. 3763--ORDERED TO BE READ THIRD TIME TOMORROW

On motion of Rep. W. D. SMITH, with unanimous consent, it was ordered that H. 3763 be read the third time tomorrow.  

H. 3771--ORDERED TO BE READ THIRD TIME TOMORROW

On motion of Rep. LAW, with unanimous consent, it was ordered that H. 3771 be read the third time tomorrow.  

SENT TO THE SENATE

The following Bills and Joint Resolutions were taken up, read the third time, and ordered sent to the Senate:

H. 3014 -- Reps. Kirsh, Meacham-Richardson, Witherspoon, Stille and Walker: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 56-3-150, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO REGISTRATION OF A MOTOR VEHICLE BY A NONRESIDENT OWNER, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR A SWORN WRITTEN RESPONSE TO INQUIRY AS TO NONRESIDENCY BY THE COUNTY AUDITOR OF ANY COUNTY IN WHICH A NONRESIDENT OWNS OR LEASES REAL OR PERSONAL PROPERTY, TO MAKE THE WILLFUL FAILURE TO REGISTER IN A TIMELY MANNER A MISDEMEANOR, AND TO PROVIDE FOR PENALTIES AND PAYMENT OF TWICE THE PERSONAL PROPERTY TAXES PROPERLY DUE AND PAYABLE ON THE VEHICLE, PLUS PENALTIES AND INTEREST.

H. 3529 -- Reps. Stille, Townsend, Carnell, Allison, Littlejohn, Sandifer and Walker: A BILL TO AMEND SECTIONS 59-4-20 AND 59-4-40, BOTH AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS AND FUND ADMINISTRATION FOR PURPOSES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA TUITION PREPAYMENT PROGRAM ACT, SO AS TO FURTHER DEFINE "TUITION" AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE CONTENTS OF THE REVOLVING FUND, INCLUDING ANY RIGHT OF REFUND OR ANY OTHER RIGHT ACCRUED BY A PERSON IN THE FUND IS EXEMPT FROM LEGAL PROCESS AND IS UNASSIGNABLE.

H. 3533 -- Rep. Townsend: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-101-350, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION'S ANNUAL REPORT UNDER THE EDUCATION ACCOUNTABILITY ACT, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THAT INFORMATION WHICH MUST BE SUBMITTED BY TWO-YEAR AND FOUR-YEAR POST-SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS FOR INCLUSION IN THE REPORT.

H. 3534 -- Rep. Townsend: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 59-101-280, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES EMPHASIZING TEACHING AS A CAREER OPPORTUNITY, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE IMPLEMENTED, AND FOR THE CONTENT OF TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAMS.

H. 3030 -- Reps. Harvin, Littlejohn, Clyburn and McLeod: A BILL TO AMEND ARTICLE 9, CHAPTER 1, TITLE 1, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO STATE EMBLEMS, PLEDGE TO THE STATE FLAG, AND OFFICIAL OBSERVANCES, BY ADDING SECTION 1-1-707 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE SOUTH CAROLINA HALL OF FAME LOCATED AT MYRTLE BEACH IS THE OFFICIAL HALL OF FAME FOR THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA; AND TO AMEND SECTION 23-25-20, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO CREATION OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS HALL OF FAME, SO AS TO CLARIFY THAT THE NAME OF THE LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS HALL OF FAME ADMINISTERED AS AN OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY IS THE "SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS HALL OF FAME" RATHER THAN THE "SOUTH CAROLINA HALL OF FAME".

H. 3485 -- Reps. Phillips, Littlejohn, McCraw and Whipper: A BILL TO AMEND ARTICLE 22, CHAPTER 3, TITLE 56, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF SPECIAL MOTOR VEHICLE LICENSE PLATES TO MEMBERS OF MUNICIPAL COUNCILS, COUNTY COUNCILS, AND COUNTY CORONERS BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY FOR PRIVATE PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES OWNED BY THEM, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT MAY ISSUE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES TO MAYORS.

H. 3704 -- Education and Public Works Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO LEGISLATIVE INCENTIVES FOR FUTURE EXCELLENCE (LIFE) SCHOLARSHIPS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2360, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

H. 3705 -- Education and Public Works Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO LIFE AND PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP APPEALS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2514, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

H. 3613--POINT OF ORDER

The following Bill was taken up:  

H. 3613 -- Reps. Trotter, Cato and Sandifer: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 58-35-70, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE FORMATION OF AN ASSOCIATION PROVIDING FOR MUTUAL RECEIPT OF NOTIFICATION OF EXCAVATION OR DEMOLITION OPERATIONS FOR OPERATORS HAVING UTILITIES IN THIS STATE, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE ASSOCIATION TO FILE WITH THE CHAIRMEN OF THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES LABOR, COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY COMMITTEES AN ANNUAL REPORT COVERING CERTAIN ACTIVITIES AND OPERATIONS OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PRECEDING CALENDAR YEAR.

Rep. SANDIFER explained the Bill.

POINT OF ORDER

Rep. A. YOUNG made the Point of Order that the Bill was improperly before the House for consideration since its number and title have not been printed in the House Calendar at least one statewide legislative day prior to second reading.

The SPEAKER sustained the Point of Order.

S. 397--POINT OF ORDER

The following Joint Resolution was taken up:  

S. 397 -- Transportation Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION, COMMISSIONERS OF PILOTAGE, RELATING TO PORT OF CHARLESTON, SHORT BRANCH QUALIFICATIONS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2596, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

POINT OF ORDER

Rep. A. YOUNG made the Point of Order that the Joint Resolution was improperly before the House for consideration since its number and title have not been printed in the House Calendar at least one statewide legislative day prior to second reading.

The SPEAKER sustained the Point of Order.

H. 3598--POINT OF ORDER

The following Bill was taken up:  

H. 3598 -- Reps. Cato, Barfield, Battle, Carnell, Chellis, Cobb-Hunter, Dantzler, Davenport, Edge, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Hosey, Kirsh, Knotts, Law, Leach, Limehouse, Lloyd, Lucas, Mack, Meacham-Richardson, J. H. Neal, Ott, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Riser, Rivers, Rodgers, Sandifer, Scott, Snow, Stuart, Trotter, Webb, Whatley, A. Young, J. Young, Wilder, Hinson and Robinson: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 39-5-170 SO AS TO PROVIDE CERTAIN CONDUCT IN THE VEHICLE GLASS REPAIR BUSINESS IS AN UNFAIR TRADE PRACTICE AND UNLAWFUL.

POINT OF ORDER

Rep. LOURIE made the Point of Order that the Bill was improperly before the House for consideration since its number and title have not been printed in the House Calendar at least one statewide legislative day prior to second reading.

The SPEAKER sustained the Point of Order.

S. 365--POINT OF ORDER

The following Joint Resolution was taken up:  

S. 365 -- Banking and Insurance Committee: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE, RELATING TO ANNUITY MORTALITY TABLES FOR USE IN DETERMINING RESERVE LIABILITIES FOR ANNUITIES, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2553, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

POINT OF ORDER

Rep. A. YOUNG made the Point of Order that the Joint Resolution was improperly before the House for consideration since its number and title have not been printed in the House Calendar at least one statewide legislative day prior to second reading.

The SPEAKER sustained the Point of Order.

H. 3303--POINT OF ORDER

The Senate amendments to the following Bill were taken up for consideration: 

H. 3303 -- Reps. Scott and Knotts: A BILL TO RATIFY AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 7, ARTICLE XVII OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, SO AS TO DELETE REFERENCES TO THE PROHIBITION ON LOTTERIES, THEIR ADVERTISING, AND TICKET SALES, TO PROVIDE THAT LOTTERIES MAY BE CONDUCTED ONLY BY THE STATE, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE USE OF THE REVENUES DERIVED FROM THE LOTTERIES.

Rep. HARRISON explained the Senate Amendments.

POINT OF ORDER

Rep. LOFTIS made the Point of Order that the Senate Amendments were improperly before the House for consideration since its number and title have not been printed in the House Calendar at least one statewide legislative day prior to second reading.

The SPEAKER sustained the Point of Order. 

SENT TO THE SENATE

The following Bill was taken up, read the third time, and ordered sent to the Senate:

H. 3633 -- Reps. D. C. Smith and J. R. Smith: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 5-7-300, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO COLLECTION OF DELINQUENT TAXES BY A MUNICIPALITY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A DELINQUENT TAX SALE TO COLLECT MUNICIPAL TAXES AND HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH A DELINQUENT TAX SALE TO COLLECT COUNTY TAXES MAY TAKE PLACE AT THE PUBLIC PLACE IN THE COUNTY THAT IS DESIGNATED BY THE COUNTY, INSTEAD OF BEING REQUIRED TO TAKE PLACE IN THE MUNICIPALITY.

MOTION PERIOD

The motion period was dispensed with on motion of Rep. ALTMAN.

H. 3290--POINT OF ORDER

The following Bill was taken up:  

H. 3290 -- Reps. Walker, Allen, Allison, Altman, Bales, Barfield, Barrett, Battle, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Campsen, Cato, Clyburn, Cobb-Hunter, Cooper, Davenport, Delleney, Easterday, Edge, Emory, Freeman, Frye, Gilham, Gourdine, Govan, Hamilton, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hosey, Howard, Jennings, Keegan, Kelley, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Lee, Littlejohn, Lloyd, Lucas, Mack, Martin, McCraw, McLeod, Meacham-Richardson, Merrill, Miller, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Ott, Phillips, Quinn, Rhoad, Rice, Riser, Rivers, Rodgers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scott, Sharpe, Sheheen, Simrill, Sinclair, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Snow, Stille, Stuart, Talley, Taylor, Townsend, Trotter, Vaughn, Webb, Weeks, Whatley, Whipper, White, Wilder, Witherspoon, A. Young, J. Young, Loftis and Askins: A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 40-37-10, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO CONDUCT DEEMED TO BE ENGAGING IN THE PRACTICE OF OPTOMETRY, SO AS TO INCLUDE PERSONS ADMINISTERING AND PRESCRIBING PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS FOR THE DIAGNOSIS AND TREATMENT OF EYE DISEASE; TO AMEND SECTION 40-37-105, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE USE OF PHARMACEUTICAL AGENTS BY OPTOMETRISTS, SO AS TO DELETE PROVISIONS CONCERNING SPECIFIC MEDICATIONS, PROVISIONS REGARDING PATIENT CHART DOCUMENTATION, AND PROVISIONS RELATING TO PROCEDURES FOR MAKING REFERRALS WHEN PRESCRIBING TOPICAL STEROIDS AND WHEN TREATING GLAUCOMA AND TO AUTHORIZE INJECTIONS FOR THE TREATMENT OF ANAPHYLAXIS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 40-37-107, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO PROCEDURES FOR CARE GENERALLY, AND IN TREATING GLAUCOMA, TO REFERRAL OF PATIENTS TO OTHER OPTOMETRISTS AND TO OPHTHALMOLOGISTS WHEN TREATING GLAUCOMA,  AND TO THE PROHIBITION AGAINST PERFORMING SURGERY, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISIONS CONCERNING PROCEDURES FOR CARE AND REFERRAL OF PATIENTS AND TO MAINTAIN THE PROHIBITION AGAINST PERFORMING SURGERY.

POINT OF ORDER

Rep. WALKER made the Point of Order that the Bill was improperly before the House for consideration since its number and title have not been printed in the House Calendar at least one statewide legislative day prior to second reading.

The SPEAKER sustained the Point of Order.

RECURRENCE TO THE MORNING HOUR

Rep. J. BROWN moved that the House recur to the Morning Hour, which was agreed to.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  

The following Bills and Joint Resolutions were introduced, read the first time, and referred to appropriate committees:

H. 3788 -- Rep. Sharpe: A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 116, TITLE 59, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO CAMPUS SECURITY DEPARTMENTS, SO AS TO RENAME CHAPTER 116 AS "CAMPUS SAFETY DEPARTMENT," TO AMEND SECTION 59-116-20, RELATING TO AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH CAMPUS SECURITY DEPARTMENTS AND LIMITATIONS ON JURISDICTION, SO AS TO CHANGE "BOARD OF TRUSTEES" TO "GOVERNING BODY" AND CHANGE THE LIMITATIONS ON JURISDICTION OF CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS, TO AMEND SECTION 59-116-30, RELATING TO THE AUTHORITY, POWER, AND DUTIES OF CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS, SO AS TO DELETE A PROVISION RELATING TO AND LIMITING THE ARREST POWERS OF CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS OUTSIDE THE TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION OF CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS, TO PROVIDE FOR MARKINGS ON CAMPUS POLICE VEHICLES AND PROVIDE FOR THE USE OF UNMARKED VEHICLES BY CAMPUS POLICE AGENCIES; BY ADDING SECTION 59-116-45, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT CAMPUS SAFETY DEPARTMENTS MAY PROMULGATE POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT OPERATION OF SAFETY DEPARTMENTS, TO AMEND SECTION 59-116-50, RELATING TO RANKS AND GRADES OF CAMPUS POLICE, SO AS TO DESIGNATE THE CHIEF OF POLICE AND DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC SAFETY AS OFFICIALS TO ESTABLISH SYSTEMS OF RANKS, GRADES, AND PROMOTIONS WITHIN A CAMPUS SAFETY DEPARTMENT, TO AMEND SECTION 59-116-60, RELATING TO CAMPUS POLICE VEHICLES, SO AS TO DELETE OBSOLETE LANGUAGE, TO AMEND SECTION 59-116-80, SO AS TO MAKE TECHNICAL CHANGES AND REWRITE THE SECTION RELATING TO IMPERSONATION OF A CAMPUS POLICE OFFICER AND PROVIDE THAT NOTHING IN THE SECTION PROHIBITS A PERSON FROM MAKING A CITIZEN'S ARREST, TO AMEND SECTION 59-116-110, RELATING TO TRAINING OF CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS, SO AS TO DELETE THE PROVISION THAT EXPENSES OF TRAINING CAMPUS POLICE OFFICERS AT THE SOUTH CAROLINA CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY MUST BE PAID FOR BY THE INSTITUTION BY WHICH THE PERSON IS TO BE EMPLOYED, TO AMEND SECTION 59-116-120, RELATING TO CONSTRUCTION AND APPLICATION OF THE CHAPTER, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE CHAPTER MAY NOT BE CONSTRUED TO PREVENT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES FROM EMPLOYING SECURITY OFFICERS AND REQUIRE THAT SECURITY GUARDS AND OTHER SECURITY PERSONNEL MUST COMPLY WITH REGULATIONS OF THE STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION, AND TO REPEAL SECTION 59-116-70 OF THE 1976 CODE.

Referred to Committee on Education and Public Works

H. 3789 -- Reps. Fleming, Harrison, Quinn, J. Young, Altman and Wilkins: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 7-5-15 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ALL MEMBERS OF COUNTY BOARDS OF REGISTRATION, COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSIONS, AND COMBINED COUNTY BOARDS OF REGISTRATION AND ELECTIONS COMMISSIONS MUST BE APPOINTED FOR STAGGERED TERMS OF FOUR YEARS AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE INITIAL APPOINTMENT OF THESE MEMBERS TO ENSURE THE STAGGERING OF TERMS; TO AMEND CHAPTER 13, TITLE 7, BY ADDING ARTICLE 2 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR AN ELECTION TO BE CONDUCTED IN EVERY EVEN AND ODD-NUMBERED YEAR TO FILL SEATS OF ALL ELECTED BODIES WHOSE ELECTIONS TO FILL THOSE SEATS ARE PROVIDED BY LAW AT A TIME OTHER THAN AT THE TIME OF THE GENERAL ELECTION AND REQUIRE GOVERNING BODIES AND COUNTIES CONDUCTING A REFERENDUM TO AUTHORIZE GENERAL OBLIGATION DEBT TO CONDUCT THE REFERENDUM AT THE TIME OF THE GENERAL ELECTION OR ON THE FIRST TUESDAY FOLLOWING THE FIRST MONDAY IN NOVEMBER IN AN ODD-NUMBERED YEAR; BY ADDING SECTION 7-13-1115 SO AS TO PROVIDE A PROCEDURE FOR HAND COUNTS IF A VOTING MACHINE MALFUNCTIONS AND TO AUTHORIZE THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION TO ESTABLISH POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR LOCAL COMMISSIONS TO FOLLOW WHEN HAND COUNTS ARE CONDUCTED; BY ADDING SECTION 7-17-75 SO AS TO REQUIRE THAT WHEN A LOSING CANDIDATE PROTESTS AN ELECTION ON ANY GROUNDS, OTHER THAN ON THE DISPARITY OF THE NUMBER OF BALLOTS CAST, THAT CANDIDATE MUST PAY ALL COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROTEST INCLUDING COSTS INCURRED BY THE STATE OR COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION TO THE WINNING CANDIDATE IF THE BOARD HEARING THE PROTEST DETERMINES THAT THE PROTEST IS FRIVOLOUS AND WITHOUT MERIT; BY ADDING SECTION 7-15-335 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BEFORE EACH ELECTION, THE COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRATION OR ITS DESIGNEE SHALL OFFER QUALIFIED RESIDENTS OF NURSING HOMES AND ASSISTED LIVING FACILITIES THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY FOR ABSENTEE BALLOTS; BY ADDING SECTION 7-15-470 SO AS TO AUTHORIZE A COUNTY BOARD OF REGISTRATION TO USE OTHER MEANS OF VOTING ABSENTEE INSTEAD OF BY PAPER BALLOT IF CERTIFIED BY THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION AND TO AUTHORIZE THE COMMISSION TO ESTABLISH STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES TO EFFECTUATE THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 7-5-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO APPOINTMENT AND REMOVAL OF MEMBERS OF COUNTY BOARDS OF REGISTRATION, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION TO NOTIFY THE RESPECTIVE LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIONS, OTHER APPOINTING AUTHORITIES, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE PROGRESS EACH COUNTY REGISTRATION BOARD MEMBER HAS MADE TOWARD COMPLETION OF THE TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION PROGRAM REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 7-5-35, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO A COMBINED ELECTION AND REGISTRATION COMMISSION, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION TO NOTIFY THE RESPECTIVE LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIONS, OTHER APPOINTING AUTHORITIES, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE PROGRESS EACH COMBINED COUNTY REGISTRATION BOARD AND ELECTION COMMISSION MEMBER HAS MADE TOWARD COMPLETION OF THE TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION PROGRAM REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 7-13-70, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ELECTION, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE STATE ELECTION  COMMISSION TO NOTIFY THE RESPECTIVE LEGISLATIVE DELEGATIONS, OTHER APPOINTING AUTHORITIES, AND THE GOVERNOR OF THE PROGRESS EACH COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION MEMBER HAS MADE TOWARD COMPLETION OF THE TRAINING AND CERTIFICATION PROGRAM REQUIRED BY THIS SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 7-13-190, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO CONDUCTING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO FILL  A VACANCY IN OFFICE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IF A SPECIAL ELECTION IS SCHEDULED TO BE HELD NO MORE THAN FIFTEEN DAYS AFTER A GENERAL ELECTION, THE SPECIAL ELECTION MUST BE HELD ON THE SAME DAY AS THE GENERAL ELECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 7-13-860, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT, QUALIFICATIONS, IDENTIFICATION, AND CONDUCT OF POLL WATCHERS, SO AS TO REQUIRE THE WATCHER TO BE A QUALIFIED VOTER OF THE STATE RATHER THAN THE COUNTY WHERE HE IS TO WATCH; TO AMEND SECTION 7-13-1120, RELATING TO THE DISPOSITION OF IMPROPERLY MARKED BALLOTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IF A HAND COUNT IS CONDUCTED PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 7-13-1115, THE INTENT OF THE VOTER MUST BE CLEAR FROM THE FACE OF THE BALLOT PURSUANT TO POLICIES AND PROCEDURES ESTABLISHED BY THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION; TO AMEND SECTION 7-13-1340, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE REQUIREMENT OF VOTE RECORDERS, SO AS TO ADD REFERENCES TO OPTICAL SCAN VOTING DEVICES AND DELETE PROVISIONS REQUIRING SEPARATE VOTES FOR PRESIDENT; TO AMEND SECTION 7-15-330, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE TIME OF APPLICATION FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ANY FORM FOR REQUESTING AN APPLICATION FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT MUST BE APPROVED BY THE STATE ELECTION COMMISSION PRIOR TO USE; AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE THAT A PERSON WHO REPRESENTS HIMSELF AS AN AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE FOR A QUALIFIED ELECTOR AND WHO SIGNS AN OATH IN VIOLATION OF SECTION 7-25-190 IS SUBJECT TO THE PENALTIES FOR THAT OFFENSE.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3790 -- Reps. Fleming, Harrison, Quinn, J. Young, Wilkins and Altman: A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, BY AMENDING SECTION 7, ARTICLE III, RELATING TO QUALIFICATIONS OF MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A CANDIDATE FOR THE SENATE OR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MUST BE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR RATHER THAN A LEGAL RESIDENT AT THE TIME HE FILES FOR THE OFFICE AND BY ADDING SECTION 16 TO ARTICLE XVII SO AS TO REQUIRE A CANDIDATE SEEKING ELECTIVE OFFICE TO BE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR OF THE DISTRICT FROM WHICH HE IS TO BE ELECTED AT THE TIME HE FILES FOR THE OFFICE.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3791 -- Reps. Campsen, Altman and Easterday: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, ENACTING THE SOUTH CAROLINA FEDERAL INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBILITY ACT BY ADDING SECTION 12-6-1135 SO AS TO ALLOW THE DEDUCTION OF FEDERAL INCOME TAXES PAID IN CALCULATING SOUTH CAROLINA TAXABLE INCOME FOR PURPOSES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA INCOME TAX ACT.

Referred to Committee on Ways and Means

H. 3792 -- Reps. Rice and Simrill: A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT EVERY VALID LICENSE AND PERMIT TO OPERATE A MOTOR VEHICLE ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY THAT IS SUBJECT TO RENEWAL AND REQUIRED BY LAW TO BE RENEWED IN THE MONTHS OF MARCH, APRIL, OR MAY OF 2001 IS EXTENDED AND UNLESS SUSPENDED OR REVOKED FOR CAUSE IN THE INTERIM, MUST REMAIN IN FULL FORCE AND EFFECT UNTIL JUNE 30, 2001.

On motion of Rep. RICE, with unanimous consent, the Joint Resolution was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.

H. 3793 -- Reps. Carnell, Govan, Kennedy, Rhoad, Taylor and Wilder: A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 17, TITLE 7, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO ELECTION PROTESTS, BY ADDING SECTION 7-17-75 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A CANDIDATE WHO PROTESTS AN ELECTION ON ANY GROUND OTHER THAN THE DISPARITY OF THE NUMBER OF BALLOTS CAST WHO LOOSES THE PROTEST MUST PAY THE WINNING CANDIDATE'S COSTS INCURRED IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROTEST IF THE BOARD HEARING THE PROTEST DETERMINES THAT THE PROTEST IS FRIVOLOUS AND WITHOUT MERIT, AND TO DEFINE "FRIVOLOUS" AND "WITHOUT MERIT" FOR THIS PURPOSE.

Referred to Committee on Judiciary

H. 3794 -- Reps. Freeman, Sharpe, Jennings, Lucas and Sheheen: A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 50-1-91 SO AS TO PROHIBIT HUNTING ON, SHOOTING FROM, INTO, OR ACROSS THE RIGHT-OF-WAY OF A PRIMARY PAVED ROAD IN GAME ZONE 5, TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS MAY CHARGE A PERSON FOR A VIOLATION, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES.

Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

On motion of Rep. MILLER, with unanimous consent, the following was taken up for immediate consideration:  

H. 3795 -- Reps. Miller and Snow: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO DECLARE APRIL AS "GEORGETOWN COUNTY PRIDE MONTH" IN ORDER TO COMMEMORATE THE HISTORY, ACHIEVEMENTS, ATTRACTIONS, AND SUCCESS OF GEORGETOWN COUNTY, AND TO RECOGNIZE THE HARD WORK OF THE PEOPLE OF GEORGETOWN COUNTY IN MAKING GEORGETOWN COUNTY A SOURCE OF PRIDE TO ITS PEOPLE AND TO ALL OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

Whereas, the tidelands of Georgetown County, South Carolina, hosted its earliest native American inhabitants over 50,000 years ago.  The first Europeans in the area were the Spanish who came in 1526 and settled on the banks of Winyah Bay.  The Spanish settlement failed and by the mid‑1600’s English and French outposts sprang up and trade was established with the native, nomadic peoples with names like Pee Dee, Wee Nee, Waccamaw, Winyah, Santee, Hop, and See Wee; and 

Whereas, Georgetown County and its county seat, Georgetown, were named for King George II of England. As the state’s third oldest city, Georgetown dates back to 1729 when the town was laid out by Elisha Screven.  By that time Georgetown was already a busy seaport with inland produce and cargo, naval stores, pitch, turpentine, rosin, and timber for shipbuilding. Trade between the new world and the old increased. Imports and exports created great wealth.  The King’s “Collector of Customs” arrived in Georgetown in 1732.  At one point as many as two thousand pirates plundered the merchant ships up and down the coast.  By the middle of the eighteenth century, Georgetown County was predominantly an indigo and rice planting region.  With the coming of indigo, rice, and other agricultural pursuits, a grand plantation style of life unfolded in Georgetown County including an aristocratic society of plantation owners; and  

Whereas, like many others in the English colonies, the prominent and influential planters of Georgetown County resented the burden of taxation placed on their imports and exports by England and joined in the Revolution.  Thomas Lynch, Jr., a signer of the Declaration of Independence, built his home, Hopseewee, on the Santee River in Georgetown County.  Christopher Gadsden, a general of the Revolutionary War was famous for the “Don’t Tread On Me” flag that bears his name, owned Beneventum Plantation in Georgetown County.  Francis Marion, the legendary “Swamp Fox”, and his valiant if ragged band of men handily defeated the British in the area, and was recognized by no less a figure than George Washington in 1791, while on his southern tour, from the steps of the Masonic Lodge in Georgetown.  Like their valiant forefathers, the sons and daughters of Georgetown County and the county seat of Georgetown have served with honor and distinction in all American wars since the American Revolution.  Today, the sons and daughters of Georgetown County are still proudly serving around the world as members of the Armed Forces of the United States; and

Whereas, other famous South Carolinians who were residents of Georgetown County include artist Washington Roberts Poinsett (1779‑1851), Congressman, Secretary of War, and Ambassador to Mexico, who introduced the Poinsettia to the United States; and Joseph Hayne Rainey (1832‑1887), the first African‑American elected to the U.S. House of Representatives; and 

Whereas, the early part of the twentieth century saw Georgetown County flourish as a hunting preserve for the rich and powerful, from presidents and politicians, to industrialists and movie stars.  Hobcaw Barony became such a retreat, created by native son Bernard Baruch, who enjoyed the visits of President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston Churchill, Vanderbilt, DuPont, and many others.  Today, Georgetown County remains a hunting and fishing paradise; and

Whereas, Georgetown County and Georgetown proudly boast of many attractions, the historical benchmarks of the life and times of their people over many years, including the Charles Fyffe House, c. 1765, the Red Store‑Tarbox Warehouse, the Winyah Indigo Society Hall, c. 1853, the Morgan‑Ginsler House, c. 1825, the Kaminski House, c. 1770, the Henning‑Miller House, c. 1800, the Prince George Winyah Episcopal Church, c. 1750, the Georgetown County Courthouse, c. 1824, the Rice Museum, c. 1835, Battery White, and Belle Isle Plantation Gardens, which is a national landmark.  Other significant attractions include The Strand, Pawleys Island, Litchfield Beach, the “seafood capital” of Murrells Inlet, Brookgreen Gardens, and the Hobcaw Barony Visitor Center; and

Whereas, Georgetown County has a diverse population in excess of 55,000 people and is still growing.  Manufacturing is one of the primary means of employment in Georgetown County and approximately 30.7 percent of the employed population is engaged in manufacturing.  Other Georgetown County industries employ 27.4 percent of the employed population in retail trade, 26.3 percent in services, 6.1 percent in construction, 4.1 percent in finance, insurance, and real estate, 2.2 percent in wholesale trade, 2.1 percent in transportation and public utilities, and 1.1 percent in agricultural services.  Per capita personal income of residents of Georgetown County increased from $14,941 in 1990 to $21,207 in 1998. The median family income in Georgetown County increased from $16,541 in 1979 to $36,500 in 2000; and

Whereas, the Port of Georgetown is one of South Carolina’s three principal ports and is designated by the State Ports Authority as South Carolina’s dedicated break bulk and bulk facility.  In 1998, Georgetown handled more than 1.5 million tons of cargo, a new port record.  Top commodities passing through the port are steel, salt, cement, aggregates, and forest products; and  

Whereas, chartered in 1917, the Georgetown Chamber of Commerce is one of the oldest chambers of commerce in the United States and is now servicing over six hundred businesses in the county and striving to attract new business and citizens to the area.  Three main highways pass through Georgetown County, U.S. 17, U.S. 701, and U.S. 521, with I‑26 and I‑95 approximately sixty miles away.  Rail services include CSX and 31 freight carriers.  Commercial air facilities are thirty-five miles away at the Myrtle Beach Jetport and the local Georgetown County Airport has a runway length of 5,000 feet; and

Whereas, Georgetown County is already home to several large industries, including a major craft paper manufacturer and one of the world’s most profitable steel wire production facilities and numerous diversified industrial and manufacturing concerns.  Advanced communications and utilities at affordable rates (less than six cents per kilowatt hour) are already in place for both business and residential expansion. Georgetown County will develop five industrial parks for new tenants and offers a splendid climate for industrial and economic growth; and  

Whereas, the good people of Georgetown County and its county seat of Georgetown have a rich past, a promising future, and much to be proud of.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, declare April as “Georgetown County Pride Month” in order to commemorate the history, achievements, attractions, and success of Georgetown County, and recognize the hard work of the people of Georgetown County in making Georgetown County a source of pride to its people and to all of South Carolina.

Be it further resolved that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Georgetown County Council and to the Mayor of Georgetown. 

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

The following was introduced:

H. 3796 -- Rep. Owens: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION SALUTING AND THANKING THE HONORABLE CHARLES W. ACKERMAN, MAYOR OF HARLEYVILLE, FOR HIS OUTSTANDING, DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF HARLEYVILLE ON THE OCCASION OF HIS RETIREMENT.

The Concurrent Resolution was agreed to and ordered sent to the Senate.

Rep. GOVAN moved that the House do now adjourn, which was agreed to.

RETURNED WITH CONCURRENCE

The Senate returned to the House with concurrence the following:

H. 3743 -- Reps. Harvin and Kennedy: A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE HEARTFELT SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA GENERAL ASSEMBLY UPON THE DEATH OF MRS. ANNIE VIRGINIA MARTIN GIBSON OF CLARENDON COUNTY AND EXTENDING DEEPEST SYMPATHIES TO HER FAMILY AND MANY FRIENDS.

ADJOURNMENT

At 10:50 a.m. the House, in accordance with the motion of Rep. J. BROWN, adjourned in memory of George L. Price, to meet at 10:00 a.m. tomorrow.

***

1685
PAGE  
1686

