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STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT
ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES:

A Cost to the General Fund (See Below)

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON FEDERAL & OTHER FUND EXPENDITURES:

A Cost of Federal and/or Other Funds (See Below)

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT:

Judicial Department


The department states that it may experience an increase in the case load for the Circuit Court, however, there is not enough information available to estimate the number of cases that would come before the court with the enactment of this bill.  Should the number of cases exceeds what their current pool of circuit court judges can absorb, additional judges would be needed.  The cost associated with one additional judge and staff (administrative assistant, court reporter and law clerk) is approximately $314,428 for personal services and associated operating expenses and $26,620 of non-recurring cost for automation and furniture.  The addition of new judges would also require more courtroom space, an expense borne by county government

State Budget and Control Board


A review by the Office of Insurance Services and its actuaries indicate that the number of claims that would be filed against the State of South Carolina and its political subdivisions would increase approximately 2% to 3% (45-60 claims) per year and result in an additional cost of approximately $1 million per year.  This cost would be distributed among state agencies, school districts, counties and municipalities.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT IMPACT:


See above comments.


Approved By:

Don Addy


Office of State Budget

A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 15‑3‑530, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LIMITATIONS ON CERTAIN CIVIL ACTIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT ACTIONS FOR ASSAULT OR BATTERY MUST BE COMMENCED WITHIN THREE YEARS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 15‑3‑550, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO CIVIL ACTIONS WHICH MUST BE COMMENCED WITHIN TWO YEARS, SO AS TO DELETE THE REFERENCE TO AN ACTION FOR ASSAULT AND AN ACTION FOR BATTERY.


Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION 1.
Section 15‑3‑530(5) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 432 of 1988, is further amended to read:


“(5)
an action for assault, battery, or any injury to the person or rights of another, not arising on contract and not enumerated by law, and those provided for in Section 15‑3‑545;”

SECTION
2.
Section 15‑3‑550 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 391 of 1988, is further amended to read:


“Section 15‑3‑550.
Within two years:


(1)
an action for libel, slander, assault, battery, alienation of affections, or false imprisonment; and


(2)
an action upon a statute for a forfeiture or penalty to the State.”

SECTION
3.
The 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 15‑3‑555.
(A)
An action to recover damages for injury to a person arising out of an act of sexual abuse or incest must be commenced within six years after the person becomes twenty-one years of age or within three years from the time of discovery by the person of the injury and the causal relationship between the injury and the sexual abuse or incest, whichever occurs later.


(B)
Parental immunity is not a defense against claims based on sexual abuse or incest that occurred before, on, or after this section’s effective date.”

SECTION
4.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a person who before this act’s effective date filed an action to recover damages for injury arising out of sexual abuse or incest which was barred for failure to bring the action within the time required by the statute of limitations in effect at the time has three years from this act’s effective date to bring an action based on that abuse or incest subject to the limitations of Section 15-3-555.

SECTION
5.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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