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THE COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL AFFAIRS

To whom was referred a Concurrent Resolution (H. 3519) to endorse the national proclamation of National Heart Failure Awareness Week and to encourage the dissemination of the treatment guidelines for congestive heart failure published by the Heart Failure Society of America, Inc., etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass:

HARVEY S. PEELER, JR., for Committee.

            
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO ENDORSE THE NATIONAL PROCLAMATION OF NATIONAL HEART FAILURE AWARENESS WEEK AND TO ENCOURAGE THE DISSEMINATION OF THE TREATMENT GUIDELINES FOR CONGESTIVE HEART FAILURE PUBLISHED BY THE HEART FAILURE SOCIETY OF AMERICA, INC., TO APPROPRIATE HEALTH CARE OFFICIALS IN THE STATE.

Whereas, congestive heart failure is a major United States public health problem that impacts five million Americans or one and one-half percent of the United States population; and

Whereas, each year there are 550,000 new cases of congestive heart failure diagnosed, with 200,000 deaths and one million hospitalizations per year due to the disease; and

Whereas, congestive heart failure is the leading cause of hospitalization in patients over the age of 65; and

Whereas, congestive heart failure patients with the most severe symptoms have approximately a fifty percent one‑year survival rate and one‑half of all patients with even a mild form of the disease die within five years; and

Whereas, the vast majority of patients are not diagnosed until late in the course of the disease; and

Whereas, a conservative estimate of annual United States health expenditures for congestive heart failure is in excess of ten billion dollars with the largest portion of this expenditure, eight billion dollars, being spent for the cost of hospitalizations; and

Whereas, although current treatment guidelines recommend that approximately eighty percent of heart failure patients receive ACE inhibitors in combination with beta blockers to extend their lives and reduce costly hospitalizations, only forty‑five percent of patients are treated with ACE inhibitors and twenty percent of patients receive beta blockers; and

Whereas, the primary goals of “National Heart Failure Awareness Week” are:


(1)
to promote research related to all aspects of heart failure and provide a forum for presentation of that research;


(2)
to educate heart failure caregivers and patients through programs, publications, and other media allowing for more effective treatment and diagnosis of heart failure; and


(3)
to enhance the quality and duration of life for those with heart failure.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina endorses the national proclamation of National Heart Failure Awareness Week; and

Be it further resolved that the General Assembly encourages the dissemination of the treatment guidelines for congestive heart failure published by the Heart Failure Society of America, Inc., to appropriate health care officials in the State.
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