A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 56‑10‑285 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND USE OF MOTOR VEHICLE STICKERS OR DECALS INDICATING THAT A VEHICLE IS AN INSURED VEHICLE, ESTABLISH A MISDEMEANOR OFFENSE AND PENALTIES, AND PROVIDE FOR RELATED MATTERS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Chapter 10, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 56‑10‑285.
(A)
The insurer of a motor vehicle shall issue motor vehicle stickers or decals which indicate that the vehicle for which such a sticker or decal has been issued is an insured vehicle in accordance with the laws of this State.  Each sticker or decal must be issued by the insurer of the vehicle, and the sticker or decal must be mailed or delivered to the owner of the vehicle at the same time proof of financial responsibility is mailed or delivered to the policy owner.  The owner shall affix the sticker or decal to the interior of the front windshield, driver’s side.  The sticker or decal shall indicate clearly the period of time, by beginning and ending dates, covered by the insurance policy for the particular vehicle.  On the ending date shown on the sticker or decal, the sticker or decal must be removed by the owner and discarded.  If the vehicle is transferred by the owner to another person while the insurance coverage is in effect, the sticker or decal must be removed and discarded by the transferor, and the new owner shall obtain a new sticker or decal in his own name to be affixed by him to the vehicle in accordance with this section.


(B)(1)
It is unlawful to operate any motor vehicle that:




(a)
does not have displayed properly the sticker or decal provided for in this section; or




(b)
displays an expired sticker or decal.



(2)
A person who acts in violation of this subsection is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be punished as provided by law for failure of a person driving or in control of a motor vehicle to carry the vehicle registration card and to display the registration card upon demand.



(C)
The penalties provided for in subsection (B) are in addition to, and not instead of, another penalty whether criminal, civil, or administrative, provided by law for operating an uninsured motor vehicle.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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