A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 20‑7‑2385, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE CREATION, MEMBERSHIP, AND DISSOLUTION OF LOCAL FOSTER CARE REVIEW BOARDS, SO AS TO REQUIRE NOTICE OF A VACANCY BE PROVIDED TO A COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELEGATION BY MAIL, RATHER THAN BY CERTIFIED MAIL.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 20‑7‑2385 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 67 of 1991, is further amended to read:


“Section 20‑7‑2385.
(A)
There are created sixteen local boards for review of cases of children receiving foster care, one in each judicial circuit, composed of five members appointed by the Governor upon recommendation of the legislative delegation of each county within the circuit for terms of four years and until their successors are appointed and qualify.  If the county legislative delegations within a judicial circuit have not recommended to the Governor a person to fill a review board vacancy within ninety days after being notified by certified mail that the vacancy exists, then the local review boards in the judicial circuit may recommend to the Governor someone to fill the vacancy.  All local board members must be residents of the judicial circuit which they represent, except where a current or former member is substituting for an absent member.  Local boards shall elect their chairman. 


(B)
If the board of directors determines that additional local review boards are necessary in a judicial circuit because of an excessively large case load for review or if the local board is no longer necessary because of a reduced case load, the board may create or dissolve local review boards by resolution, and the boards created have all authority and duties provided for the boards by the provisions of this subarticle. 


(C)
In Dorchester County, appointments made pursuant to this section are governed by the provisions of Act 512 of 1996. 


(D)
In Georgetown County, appointments made pursuant to this section are governed by the provisions of Act 515 of 1996.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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