A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 61‑2‑20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL ACT AND THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO BEER, ALE, PORTER, AND WINE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF THESE LAWS IS RESERVED TO THE STATE AND TO PROVIDE THAT LOCAL ORDINANCES ATTEMPTING TO REGULATE THESE MATTERS ARE UNENFORCEABLE, AND TO AMEND SECTION 61‑4‑120, RELATING TO THE PROHIBITION ON SUNDAY BEER AND WINE SALES AND THE EXCEPTIONS TO THIS PROHIBITION, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BEER AND WINE MAY BE SOLD OR OFFERED FOR SALE AT ALL HOURS EXCEPT THOSE HOURS WHEN SUCH SALES ARE PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW AND TO PROVIDE THAT CONFLICTING COUNTY ORDINANCES ARE UNENFORCEABLE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 61‑2‑20 of the 1976 Code, as added by Act 415 of 1996, is amended to read:


“Section 61‑2‑20.
The functions, duties, and powers set forth in this title are vested in the department and the division.  The department must administer the provisions of this title, and the division must enforce the provisions of this title.  It is the intent of the General Assembly that all regulation of the sale and manufacture of alcohol or alcoholic beverages and beer, ale, porter, and wine as defined throughout this title are wholly reserved to the department.  A municipal or county ordinance in conflict with a provision of this title or which attempts to regulate any aspect of a business licensed or permitted by the department under this chapter is unenforceable.”

SECTION
2.
Section 61‑4‑120 of the 1976 Code, as added by Act 415 of 1996, is amended to read:


“Section 61‑4‑120.
(A)
It is lawful to sell or offer for sale wine or beer in this State at all hours except those hours prohibited pursuant to subsection (B) of this section.

(B)
It is unlawful for a person to sell or offer for sale wine or beer in this State between the hours of twelve o’clock Saturday night and sunrise Monday morning.  However, an establishment licensed pursuant to Article 5 of Chapter 6 is authorized to sell these products during those hours in which the sale of alcoholic liquors in minibottles is lawful.  A person who violates the provisions of this section is considered guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than one hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than thirty days.  The right of a person to sell wine and beer in this State under a license issued by the State must be forfeited and the license revoked upon his conviction of violating the provisions of this section.  Municipal or county ordinances in conflict with this section are unenforceable.”

SECTION
3.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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