A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE MIKE GENOVA OF COLUMBIA FOR THIRTY YEARS OF OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE BY TEACHING CHARACTER AND VALUES THROUGH KARATE AND BY PROVIDING ANTI-DRUG SEMINARS.
Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives are pleased to honor Mike Genova for his dedication to community service; and

Whereas, Mr. Mike Genova was a founder of Karate in the South and competed in Karate tournaments early in his career.  He was one of the top ten fighters in the nation during his fighting career and maintained that standard until he retired from tournament competition; and

Whereas, after retiring from tournament competition, Mr. Genova realized that children would become the primary focus of Karate instruction and would receive the most benefits from martial arts training; and

Whereas, in the process of instructing his students, Mr. Genova developed the “Stranger Danger” program, which is the standard for child safety and children’s self-defense concepts taught in many different forms around the country.  He developed this the program after interviewing countless child abductors and abusers in prison; and

Whereas, Mr. Genova volunteers for self-defense instruction, lectures on rape prevention and women’s self-defense, and holds anti-drug seminars for various groups and organizations, including the Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, charity organizations, and businesses; and

Whereas, as Mr. Genova’s reputation for teaching children grew in the community, he began providing his services in after school care programs and now teaches at fourteen area schools, and he also assists the Karate program at the University of South Carolina; and

Whereas, Mr. Genova instills in his students a belief system, rooted in patriotism and Judeo-Christian values, that guides them in becoming productive members in the community; and

Whereas, the members of the House of Representatives are proud to honor Mike Genova for his many contributions to the community and his outstanding work with children.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives, by this resolution, recognize Mike Genova of Columbia for thirty years of community service by teaching character and values through Karate and for providing anti-drug seminars.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mike Genova of Columbia.
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