A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

EXPRESSING THE SINCEREST SORROW OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA AT THE DEATH OF SERGEANT GEORGE EDWARD BUGGS OF BARNWELL COUNTY IN OPERATION IRAQI FREEDOM AND THEIR DEEPEST GRATITUDE FOR HIS UNSELFISH AND COURAGEOUS DEFENSE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL FREEDOMS OF OUR COUNTRY.

Whereas, Sergeant George Edward Buggs of Barnwell County had been missing in action from his assignment in Operation Iraqi Freedom with the 3rd Forward Support Battalion of the 3rd Infantry Division of Fort Stewart, Georgia, since Sunday, March 23, 2003; and

Whereas, the convoy in which this brave son of South Carolina was traveling on that day was ambushed and he was taken captive along with a number of other United States troops; and

Whereas, it was confirmed Saturday, April 5, 2003, that Sergeant Buggs’ body was among those of eight soldiers recovered April first when U.S. Special Forces stormed a hospital in Nasiriyah to rescue the badly injured Private Jessica Lynch; and

Whereas, Sergeant Buggs leaves a legacy of bravery and honor to his twelve‑year‑old son Guy, his paternal grandparents George and Florine Buggs, his wife Wanda, his mother, father, maternal grandmother, and other family, friends, and former classmates at Barnwell High School, all who will forever recall his unselfish undertaking to help defend our country from terrorism and the Iraqi people from tyranny; and

Whereas, his life and death will be a constant reminder through history to the people of South Carolina of the proud tradition of its citizen‑soldiers in laying down their lives for freedom.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, express their sincerest sorrow at the death of Sergeant George Edward Buggs of Barnwell County in Operation Iraqi Freedom and their deepest gratitude for his unselfish and courageous defense of the fundamental freedoms of our country.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to his family.
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