A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO CONGRATULATE AND COMMEND WILLIAM BURKE WATSON, SR., OF SUMTER ON RECEIVING THE PRESTIGIOUS 2003 SUMTER YMCA HUMANITARIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD HONORING HIS DEDICATION AND SERVICE TO THE YMCA AND OTHER COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS.
Whereas, William Burke Watson, Sr., of Sumter County was honored at the annual meeting of the Sumter YMCA; and

Whereas, the YMCA Humanitarian of the Year Award has been given annually since 1982 to the person viewed by the organization as most dedicated and committed to both the YMCA and to other community activities in providing his time, energy, and resources; and

Whereas, Burke Watson was born in Sumter in 1926 and spent much of his life working with various civic organizations, most notably the Optimist Club where he began a youth boxing program in the 1950s.  In 1977, the Optimist Club recognized his contributions by naming the youth center in his honor; and

Whereas, a World War II veteran and accomplished athlete, he attended The Citadel where he won his boxing division in the Individual Southern Conference Championship; and

Whereas, Mr. Watson was previously recognized as the Young Man of the Year in 1960 and is a member of The Citadel Athletic Hall of Fame and the Sumter Athletic Hall of Fame; and 

Whereas, Mr. Watson started out selling vacuum cleaners and furniture in Charleston and returned to his beloved Sumter in the 1950s and founded Brown‑Watson Real Estate with his partner, Clifton Brown; and 

Whereas, Burke Watson gave of his time and talents through the years by serving as president of the Sumter YMCA, the Greater Sumter Chamber of Commerce, the Sumter Board of Realtors, the Home Builders Association of Sumter and Charleston, and currently serves on the Board of Directors of Crosswell Children’s Home; and

Whereas, Mr. Watson and his wife, Jean Carr Watson, were married for 52 years before her death, raised four children, and have eight grandchildren.  The Watsons’ legacy of service to the community is carried on by their children: Burke, Mike, Kathy, and Kell who all give back to their communities in various ways; and

Whereas, Mr. Watson is now semi‑retired but continues to go to the Brown‑Watson office every day and continues to contribute so much of his time to many community activities; and  

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina General Assembly are proud to recognize Burke Watson for his lifetime of work and commitment to both the YMCA and the community.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the South Carolina General Assembly commend and congratulate William Burke Watson, Sr., of Sumter on receiving the prestigious 2003 Sumter YMCA Humanitarian of the Year Award honoring his dedication and service to the YMCA and other community organizations.
Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to William Burke Watson, Sr., of Sumter.
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