A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO CONGRATULATE MARO K. ROGERS UPON HER RETIREMENT FROM EDUCATION AFTER FORTY‑ONE YEARS OF SERVICE AND TO EXTEND BEST WISHES TO HER IN ALL OF HER FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

Whereas, it is with great pleasure that we recognize South Carolinians who are dedicated to developing young minds in their communities; and

Whereas, it is appropriate to recognize the great achievements of those who teach and to encourage these individuals who continue to inspire children year after year; and

Whereas, Maro K. Rogers has been teaching kindergarten at the Little Red Schoolhouse in Lexington for forty‑one years and it is estimated that she has taught over 1,500 students, in essence, three generations of the same families; and

Whereas, a native of Iraq, Mrs. Rogers is an Armenian and she came to America through a scholarship to Columbia College, and her worldly background has enabled her to teach her students both French and Armenian; and

Whereas, Mrs. Rogers opened the Little Red Schoolhouse when, as a young mother of two, she realized that there were no kindergartens nearby to educate her children, so she and her husband, lawyer and former Lexington Mayor H. Hugh Rogers, built a kindergarten in their back yard; and

Whereas, with the help of her mother “Miss Mannig” Kouyoumjian, the Little Red Schoolhouse blossomed with the first class in 1963‑1964 containing fifteen students and three years later, containing sixty students; and

Whereas, as her own children grew older, Mrs. Rogers saw her family come together to work in the kindergarten with daughter Myda Rogers Tompkins teaching and providing piano accompaniment and son Clifton stepping into his father’s annual role as Santa Claus at the Christmas recital after Mr. Rogers participated for forty years; and

Whereas, each year at the Christmas recital, the students perform “O Christmas Tree” in Armenian and English and the spring recitals have featured Arabic and Gypsy dancing as well as the music and dancing of Japan, Hawaii, and the American South; and

Whereas, when South Carolina began offering public school kindergarten for five‑year‑olds, enrollment at the Little Red Schoolhouse dropped and they began accepting three and four‑year‑old students; and

Whereas, always a kindergarten and never a daycare, the Little Red Schoolhouse has proved that learning is paramount where it is more about learning than it is about making crafts, and Mrs. Rogers has been succeeding with this method for more than four decades; and

Whereas, in addition to teaching at the Little Red Schoolhouse, Mrs. Rogers also taught high school in Charleston and Lexington in the 1950’s, served for twenty‑one years on the Lexington Town Council, some years as mayor pro tem, and has been a member of the Lexington Chamber of Commerce for more than twenty‑five years; and

Whereas, a treasurer for the Lexington Public Library Association, Mrs. Rogers has also served as president of the Friends of the Lexington County Museum, a member of the Board of Visitors of Columbia College, and an active member of the Armenian Cultural Society; and


Whereas, a former member and president of the Lexington Woman’s Club, Maro Rogers is an active member of Mt. Horeb United Methodist Church in Lexington and is the recipient of the Order of the Palmetto.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, congratulate Maro K. Rogers upon her retirement from education after forty‑one years of service and extend best wishes to her in all of her future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Maro K. Rogers of Lexington.
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