A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO COMMEND THE EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM OF UNITED STATES ARMY PRIVATE FIRST CLASS THOMAS E. ATKINS WHO WAS AWARDED THE MEDAL OF HONOR FOR HIS VALOR, WHICH IS THE HIGHEST AWARD THAT CAN BE BESTOWED UPON A MEMBER OF THE ARMED FORCES OF THE UNITED STATES.

Whereas, throughout our nation’s history, men and women in all eras from Concord and Lexington to Falleujah have gone in harm’s way to protect and secure our country’s freedom and way of life; and

Whereas, to recognize extraordinary heroism the Congress of the United States established the Medal of Honor which represents the highest award for valor that can be bestowed upon a member of the armed forces of the United States; and

Whereas, there have been more than three thousand four hundred recipients but fewer than one hundred forty remain with us today; and

Whereas, most recipients of the medal are ordinary Americans from ordinary backgrounds who, under extraordinary circumstances and at great risk to their own lives, performed an incredible act or a series of acts of conspicuous valor that clearly sets them apart from their comrades; and 

Whereas, thirty‑seven citizens with South Carolina roots have received the Medal of Honor since its inception; and

Whereas, United States Army Private First Class Thomas E. Atkins is one of these South Carolinians; and

Whereas, he fought gallantly on the Villa Verde Trail, Luzon, Philippine Islands.  With two companions he occupied a position on a ridge outside the perimeter defense established by the 1st Platoon on a high hill.  Around 3 a.m., two companies of Japanese attacked with rifle and machinegun fire, grenades, TNT charges, and land mines, severely wounding Pfc. Atkins and killing his two companions.  Despite the intense hostile fire and pain from his deep wound, he held his ground and returned heavy fire.  After the attack was repulsed, he remained in his precarious position to repel any subsequent assaults instead of returning to the American lines for medical treatment; and 

Whereas, an enemy machinegun, set up within twenty yards of his foxhole, vainly attempted to drive him off or silence his gun.  The Japanese repeatedly made fierce attacks, but for four hours, Pfc. Atkins determinedly remained in his foxhole, bearing the brunt of each assault and maintaining steady and accurate fire until each charge was repulsed.  At 7 a.m., thirteen enemy dead lay in front of his position.  He had fired four hundred rounds, all he and his two dead companions possessed, and had used three rifles until each had jammed too badly for further operation.  He withdrew during a lull to secure a rifle and more ammunition and was persuaded to remain for medical treatment; and  

Whereas, while waiting, he saw a Japanese within the perimeter and, seizing a nearby rifle, killed him.  A few minutes later, while lying on a litter, he discovered an enemy group moving up behind the platoon’s lines.  Despite his severe wound, he sat up, delivered heavy rifle fire against the group and forced them to withdraw.  Pfc. Atkins’ superb bravery and his fearless determination to hold his post against the main force of repeated enemy attacks, even though painfully wounded, were major factors in enabling his comrades to maintain their lines against a numerically superior enemy force; and 

Whereas, the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, would like to publicly recognize and honor the memory of Private First Class Thomas E. Atkins, this brave and courageous American, for his extraordinary heroism in the defense of our country and her ideals which epitomizes the very best of what America stands for.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly commend the extraordinary heroism of United States Army Private First Class Thomas E. Atkins who was awarded the Medal of Honor for his valor, which is the highest award that can be bestowed upon a member of the armed forces of the United States.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the family of Private First Class Thomas E. Atkins.

‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑

[5286]
3

