A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO RECOGNIZE AND CONGRATULATE LIEUTENANT MICHAEL THOMAS ON RECEIVING THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD MERITORIOUS PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD AND TO EXTEND BEST WISHES TO HIM IN ALL OF HIS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

Whereas, in keeping with the highest traditions of the State of South Carolina and the United States Coast Guard, certain individuals go above and beyond the call of duty to make meritorious and dedicated contributions to the maritime community in support of safety and security; and

Whereas, since September 11, 2001, Lieutenant Michael Thomas of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources (SCDNR) Marine Patrol has led the SCDNR Marine Patrol in patrolling the waterways of South Carolina in the defense of additional acts of terrorism; and

Whereas, over the following two years, Lieutenant Thomas forged a close relationship with Charleston and Savannah Coast Guard commands as they collectively planned and executed the systematic protection of over 15,000 square miles of coastal and inland waters; and

Whereas, under Lieutenant Thomas’ innovative leadership, his Marine Patrol officers aggressively conducted over 3,000 hours of waterborne patrols along the remote reaches of South Carolina’s coastal region deterring terrorism and ensuing the safety of the State and the nation; and

Whereas, Lieutenant Thomas served as an active member of the local, state, and federal agency Maritime Security Joint Task Force for South Carolina which implemented highly synergistic underwater and shore‑side maritime security training; and

Whereas, in addition to the security training, the Task Force also aggressively conducted joint operations resulting in over 10,000 hours of waterborne homeland security patrols throughout the ports of Charleston and Port Royal, and the waterways of South Carolina; and

Whereas, because of the dedication of men like Lieutenant Michael Thomas, the Palmetto State and the nation are safer, and the citizens of this State are deeply grateful for all the hard work and sacrifices Lieutenant Thomas has made for our ultimate benefit.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, recognize and congratulate Lieutenant Michael Thomas on receiving the United States Coast Guard Meritorious Public Service Award and extend best wishes to him in all of his future endeavors.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Lieutenant Michael Thomas.
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