THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2004


Thursday, March 18, 2004

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.


A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows:

Beloved, hear a few words from the first chapter of the Book of Genesis, verse 20:


“And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky… And God saw that it was good’.”

Let us pray.


Father, we stand in awe before the wonder of it all.  Truly, it is a universe and a world with every little thing a mystery.


Help us to see in the mystery and the splendor of winter’s snow and ice bringing the beauty of bulbs and flowers of springtime.  Let it be a parable of life:  that truly there is a transcendent Spirit that can bring renewal and new life to the human soul.


Help us, even us, to share in Your creative and redemptive process, and become co-workers with You in making a world where truth, beauty and goodness will be the flowers of the human heart that are evidence of the good life in which we share, remembering the words of Sacred Scripture: “And God saw that it was good.”

Amen!


The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of Grand Juries and such like papers.

Call of the Senate

Senator LEATHERMAN moved that a Call of the Senate be made.  The following Senators answered the Call:

Alexander
Anderson
Branton

Courson
Cromer
Drummond

Elliott
Fair
Ford

Giese
Glover
Gregory

Grooms
Hawkins
Hayes

Hutto
Jackson
Knotts

Leatherman
Leventis
Malloy

Martin
Matthews
McConnell

McGill
Mescher
Moore

O'Dell
Patterson
Peeler

Pinckney
Rankin
Ravenel

Richardson
Ritchie
Ryberg

Setzler
Sheheen
Short

Smith, J. Verne
Thomas
Verdin

Waldrep


A quorum being present, the Senate resumed.

Message from the House
Columbia, S.C., March 17, 2004

Mr. President and Senators:


The House respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it has overridden the veto by the Governor on R212, S. 560 by a vote of 81 to 24:


(R212, S. 560 XE "S. 560" \b ) -- Senators Leatherman, Ritchie, Knotts, Grooms, Verdin, Giese, Branton, Mescher, McConnell, McGill, J. Verne Smith, Alexander, Martin, Short, Moore, Ravenel, O'Dell, Drummond, Hayes, Setzler and Ford:  AN ACT TO ENACT THE SOUTH CAROLINA LIFE SCIENCES ACT, BY DEFINING A LIFE SCIENCES FACILITY AND PROVIDING THAT A LIFE SCIENCES FACILITY PROJECT IN WHICH IS INVESTED AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED MILLION DOLLARS AND AT WHICH AT LEAST TWO HUNDRED NEW JOBS ARE CREATED WITH ANNUAL CASH COMPENSATION AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED FIFTY PERCENT OF AVERAGE PER CAPITA INCOME IN THIS STATE IS ELIGIBLE FOR EMPLOYEE RELOCATION EXPENSE REIMBURSEMENT AND THE WAIVER ALLOWED ON THE LIMIT FOR JOB DEVELOPMENT CREDITS FOR PURPOSES OF THE ENTERPRISE ZONE ACT OF 1995, TO ALLOW A TAXPAYER OPERATING A LIFE SCIENCES FACILITY TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE NOT TO EXCEED FIFTEEN YEARS DURATION FOR ALLOCATION AND APPORTIONMENT FOR PURPOSES OF CORPORATE INCOME TAX; TO AMEND SECTION 12‑37‑930, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DEPRECIATION ALLOWANCE FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX, SO AS TO INCREASE THE ANNUAL DEPRECIATION ALLOWANCE FOR USE OF CLEAN ROOMS FROM TEN TO FIFTEEN PERCENT AND TO PROVIDE A TWENTY PERCENT ANNUAL DEPRECIATION ALLOWANCE FOR MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT USED FOR MANUFACTURING IN A LIFE SCIENCES FACILITY AND TO DEFINE “LIFE SCIENCES FACILITY”; TO AMEND SECTIONS 11‑41‑20, 11‑41‑30, 11‑41‑70, 11‑41‑120, AND TO ADD SECTION 11‑41‑180, RELATING TO THE STATE GENERAL OBLIGATION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOND ACT, SO AS TO REVISE ITS FINDINGS, DEFINITIONS, NOTICE, PROCUREMENT, AND ISSUANCE REQUIREMENTS SO AS TO ALLOW AND PROVIDE THE CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH SUCH BONDS MAY BE USED FOR INFRASTRUCTURE FOR CERTAIN LIFE SCIENCES FACILITIES AND OTHER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS INCLUDING TOURISM TRAINING INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS AND NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION AND TRADE SHOW CENTERS; TO PROVIDE THAT BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2005, THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE ANNUALLY SHALL REPORT TO THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION THE REVENUE IMPACT OF THIS ACT, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE ANNUALLY SHALL REPORT THE COST AND BENEFIT OF THIS ACT, TOGETHER WITH THE JOB CREATION AND CAPITAL INVESTMENT MADE BY QUALIFYING BUSINESSES; TO ADD CHAPTER 45 TO TITLE 11 SO AS TO ENACT THE “VENTURE CAPITAL INVESTMENT ACT OF SOUTH CAROLINA” SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A FUND SEPARATE AND DISTINCT FROM THE STATE GENERAL FUND IN THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE KNOWN AS THE VENTURE CAPITAL FUND, TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF THIS SPECIAL FUND, TO PROVIDE FOR MONIES TO BE OBTAINED BY THE FUND FOR ITS STATED PURPOSES THROUGH LOANS MADE BY CERTAIN LENDERS AS CAPITAL COMMITMENTS TO THE FUND, TO PROVIDE FOR REPAYMENTS TO LENDERS, TO PROVIDE THAT LENDERS SHALL RECEIVE TAX CREDITS WHICH MAY BE USED AS A CONTINGENT RESOURCE TO MEET PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST PAYMENTS WHEN DUE, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH AND CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH INVESTMENTS FROM THE FUND MAY BE MADE IN VENTURE CAPITAL INVESTMENTS FOR THE BENEFIT OF THIS STATE; TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION FUND UNDER THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE VENTURE CAPITAL FUND AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS USES, AND TO PROVIDE THAT UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS, THE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES OF THE PALMETTO SEED CAPITAL CORPORATION SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE VENTURE CAPITAL FUND AND CHAPTER 44 OF TITLE 41 OF THE 1976 CODE RELATING TO PALMETTO SEED CAPITAL FUND IS REPEALED; TO PROVIDE THAT SECTIONS 59‑101‑10 THROUGH 59‑101‑410 ARE DESIGNATED AS ARTICLE 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS; TO ADD ARTICLE 3 TO CHAPTER 101 OF TITLE 59, RELATING TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THESE INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING MAY SPEND FEDERAL AND OTHER NONSTATE APPROPRIATED SOURCES OF REVENUE TO PROVIDE LUMP‑SUM BONUSES, TO PROVIDE THAT THESE INSTITUTIONS MAY OFFER EDUCATIONAL FEE WAIVERS TO NO MORE THAN FOUR PERCENT OF THE TOTAL STUDENT BODY, TO PROVIDE THAT THESE INSTITUTIONS MAY ESTABLISH RESEARCH GRANT POSITIONS FUNDED BY CERTAIN GRANTS, TO PROVIDE THE CONDITIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THESE POSITIONS, TO PROVIDE THAT THESE INSTITUTIONS MAY OFFER AND FUND, FROM ANY SOURCE OF REVENUE, HEALTH INSURANCE TO FULL‑TIME GRADUATE ASSISTANTS, TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THESE INSTITUTIONS IS VESTED WITH CERTAIN POWERS OF EMINENT DOMAIN, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THESE INSTITUTIONS MAY NEGOTIATE FOR ITS ANNUAL AUDIT AND QUALITY REVIEW PROCESS WITH REPUTABLE CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT FIRMS SELECTED FROM A LIST PREAPPROVED BY THE STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE; TO ADD CHAPTER 51 TO TITLE 11 SO AS TO ENACT THE SOUTH CAROLINA RESEARCH UNIVERSITY INFRASTRUCTURE ACT, DEFINE CERTAIN TERMS, PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF BONDS FOR RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS FOR RESEARCH UNIVERSITIES AND FOR PROJECTS FOR CERTAIN OTHER PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING PURSUANT TO SPECIFIED CONDITIONS, PROVIDE FOR NOTIFICATION TO THE JOINT BOND REVIEW COMMITTEE AND THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD, PROVIDE FOR TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLICABLE TO THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS INCLUDING PROCUREMENT PROCESSES, PROVIDE FOR AN AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION TO ISSUE THE BONDS, PROVIDE FOR MATURITY OF THE BONDS, PROVIDE FOR TAX EXEMPT STATUS OF THE BONDS, PROVIDE FOR PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST ON THE BONDS AND INCREASE THE DEBT SERVICE LIMIT FOR THESE BONDS, AND PROVIDE FOR PURCHASE OF BONDS; TO AMEND SECTION 2‑47‑50, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PERMANENT PROJECTS BY THE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD, SO AS TO DEFINE PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER LEARNING; TO ADD SECTION 2‑75‑90 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT TO MEET THE ENDOWED PROFESSORSHIPS MATCHING FUND REQUIREMENT UNDER THE RESEARCH CENTERS OF ECONOMIC EXCELLENCE ACT A RESEARCH UNIVERSITY IS AUTHORIZED TO USE SPECIFIED FUNDS FOR THIS PURPOSE AND TO PROVIDE AREAS IN WHICH THESE MATCHING FUNDS MAY BE USED; TO ADD SECTION 59‑53‑425 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE GOVERNING COMMISSION OF TRIDENT TECHNICAL COLLEGE MAY ESTABLISH A FOUR‑YEAR CULINARY CURRICULUM PROGRAM AND AWARD BACCALAUREATE DEGREES IN CULINARY ARTS FOR STUDENTS GRADUATING FROM THIS PROGRAM; TO PROVIDE THAT THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA SUMTER IS AUTHORIZED TO OFFER FOUR‑YEAR DEGREES AT THE SUMTER CAMPUS AND TO PROVIDE THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AUTHORIZATION; TO PROVIDE THAT NO CAMPUS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA SHALL BE CLOSED WITHOUT PRIOR AUTHORIZATION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY ACT OR JOINT RESOLUTION; TO PROVIDE THAT A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION IS REQUIRED TO ANNUALLY REPORT THE NUMBER OF OUT‑OF‑STATE UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS IN ATTENDANCE AT THE RESPECTIVE UNIVERSITY FOR THE FALL AND SPRING SEMESTER, AND TO PROVIDE THAT  EACH UNIVERSITY WILL ALSO BE REQUIRED TO REPORT AN OUT‑OF‑STATE UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT POLICY AND HOW THAT POLICY WAS ENACTED BY EACH UNIVERSITY; TO AMEND SECTIONS 59‑149‑10 AND 59‑149‑50, RELATING TO LIFE SCHOLARSHIPS, SO AS TO REVISE THE INSTITUTIONS WHICH ARE QUALIFIED TO RECEIVE LIFE SCHOLARSHIP FUNDS AND TO REVISE THE ELIGIBILITY AND RETENTION REQUIREMENTS FOR A LIFE SCHOLARSHIP; TO ADD SECTION 59‑127‑470 SO AS TO ESTABLISH A COMMITTEE TO STUDY THE FEASIBILITY AND NEED FOR A SCHOOL OF LAW AT THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE UNIVERSITY IN ORANGEBURG.
Very respectfully,

Speaker of the House


Received as information.

Message from the House
Columbia, S.C., March 18, 2004

Mr. President and Senators:


The House respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it has overridden the veto by the Governor on R216, H. 3900 by a vote of 92 to 17:


(R216, H. 3900 XE "H. 3900" \b ) -- Reps. Harrell, Wilkins, Cato, Keegan, Cooper, Loftis, Altman, Ceips, Clark, Clemmons, Dantzler, Duncan, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Huggins, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Cobb‑Hunter, Mahaffey, Perry, E.H. Pitts, Mack, M.A. Pitts, Richardson, J.H. Neal, Howard, Sandifer, Bales, Simrill, Neilson, Skelton, Owens, J.R. Smith, Snow, Talley, Bailey, Trotter, Umphlett, White, Thompson, Whitmire, Whipper, Witherspoon and Young:  AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROCEEDS OF BONDS AUTHORIZED PURSUANT TO THE “SOUTH CAROLINA RESEARCH UNIVERSITY INFRASTRUCTURE ACT” ARE APPROPRIATED AND AUTHORIZED TO BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES AND IN THE MANNER SET FORTH IN THAT ACT, INCLUDING THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROCEEDS OF BONDS AUTHORIZED PURSUANT TO THE AMENDMENTS TO THE STATE GENERAL OBLIGATION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOND ACT ARE APPROPRIATED AND AUTHORIZED TO BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES AND IN THE MANNER SET FORTH IN THAT ACT, INCLUDING THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Very respectfully,

Speaker of the House


Received as information.

VETO OVERRIDDEN


(R216, H. 3900 XE "H. 3900" \b ) -- Reps. Harrell, Wilkins, Cato, Keegan, Cooper, Loftis, Altman, Ceips, Clark, Clemmons, Dantzler, Duncan, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Huggins, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Cobb‑Hunter, Mahaffey, Perry, E.H. Pitts, Mack, M.A. Pitts, Richardson, J.H. Neal, Howard, Sandifer, Bales, Simrill, Neilson, Skelton, Owens, J.R. Smith, Snow, Talley, Bailey, Trotter, Umphlett, White, Thompson, Whitmire, Whipper, Witherspoon and Young:  AN ACT TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROCEEDS OF BONDS AUTHORIZED PURSUANT TO THE “SOUTH CAROLINA RESEARCH UNIVERSITY INFRASTRUCTURE ACT” ARE APPROPRIATED AND AUTHORIZED TO BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES AND IN THE MANNER SET FORTH IN THAT ACT, INCLUDING THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE PROCEEDS OF BONDS AUTHORIZED PURSUANT TO THE AMENDMENTS TO THE STATE GENERAL OBLIGATION ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOND ACT ARE APPROPRIATED AND AUTHORIZED TO BE EXPENDED FOR THE PURPOSES AND IN THE MANNER SET FORTH IN THAT ACT, INCLUDING THE COSTS OF ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.


The veto of the Governor was taken up for immediate consideration.  


Senator LEATHERMAN spoke on the veto of the Governor.


Senator LEATHERMAN moved that the veto of the Governor be overridden.  


The question was put, “Shall the Act become law, the veto of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?”


The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:

Ayes 46; Nays 0 

AYES

Alexander
Anderson
Branton

Courson
Cromer
Drummond

Elliott
Fair
Ford

Giese
Glover
Gregory

Grooms
Hawkins
Hayes

Hutto
Jackson
Knotts

Kuhn
Land
Leatherman


Leventis
Malloy
Martin

Matthews
McConnell
McGill

Mescher
Moore
O'Dell

Patterson
Peeler
Pinckney

Rankin
Ravenel
Reese

Richardson
Ritchie
Ryberg

Setzler
Sheheen
Short

Smith, J. Verne
Thomas
Verdin

Waldrep

Total--46

NAYS

Total--0

The necessary two-thirds vote having been received, the veto of the Governor was overridden, and a message was sent to the House accordingly.  

Message from the House
Columbia, S.C., March 18, 2004

Mr. President and Senators:


The House respectfully informs your Honorable Body that it has overridden the veto by the Governor on R218, H. 4415 by a vote of 9 to 1:


(R218, H. 4415 XE "H. 4415" \b ) -- Reps. J. Brown, Bales, Cotty, Harrison, Howard, Lourie, J.H. Neal, Quinn, Rutherford, Scott and J.E. Smith:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 59‑53‑1710, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE MIDLANDS TECHNICAL COLLEGE COMMISSION, SO AS TO REMOVE THE TERM LIMITATION FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION.

Very respectfully,

Speaker of the House


Received as information.

VETO OVERRIDDEN


(R218, H4415 XE "H. 4415" \b ) -- Reps. J. Brown, Bales, Cotty, Harrison, Howard, Lourie, J.H. Neal, Quinn, Rutherford, Scott and J.E. Smith:  AN ACT TO AMEND SECTION 59‑53‑1710, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE MIDLANDS TECHNICAL COLLEGE COMMISSION, SO AS TO REMOVE THE TERM LIMITATION FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION.


The veto of the Governor was taken up for immediate consideration.  


Senator PATTERSON spoke on the veto of the Governor.


Senator PATTERSON moved that the veto of the Governor be overridden.  


The question was put, “Shall the Act become law, the veto of the Governor to the contrary notwithstanding?”


The "ayes" and "nays" were demanded and taken, resulting as follows:

Ayes 46; Nays 0

AYES

Alexander
Anderson
Branton

Courson
Cromer
Drummond

Elliott
Fair
Ford

Giese
Glover
Gregory

Grooms
Hawkins
Hayes

Hutto
Jackson
Knotts

Kuhn
Land
Leatherman


Leventis
Malloy
Martin

Matthews
McConnell
McGill

Mescher
Moore
O'Dell

Patterson
Peeler
Pinckney

Rankin
Ravenel
Reese

Richardson
Ritchie
Ryberg

Setzler
Sheheen
Short

Smith, J. Verne
Thomas
Verdin

Waldrep

Total--46

NAYS

Total--0

The necessary two-thirds vote having been received, the veto of the Governor was overridden, and a message was sent to the House accordingly.  

Leave of Absence

At 11:15 A.M., Senator MOORE requested a leave of absence beginning at 12:00 P.M.

Leave of Absence

On motion of Senator KNOTTS at 11:15 A.M. Senator KUHN was granted a leave of absence for today.

Leave of Absence

On motion of Senator HUTTO at 11:15 A.M. Senator REESE was granted a leave of absence for today.

Leave of Absence

On motion of Senator PATTERSON at 12:00 P.M. Senator MATTHEWS was granted a leave of absence for the balance of the day.

Expression of Personal Interest

Senator RAVENEL rose for an Expression of Personal Interest.

Expression of Personal Interest

Senator SHORT rose for an Expression of Personal Interest.

Expression of Personal Interest

Senator LEVENTIS rose for an Expression of Personal Interest.

Expression of Personal Interest

Senator MARTIN rose for an Expression of Personal Interest.

CO-SPONSORS ADDED


S. 1075 XE "S. 1075" \b  -- Senators Short, Hayes, Hutto, Leventis, Peeler and Martin:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 6, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, BY ADDING CHAPTER 32 SO AS TO ENACT THE “SOUTH CAROLINA TEXTILES COMMUNITIES REVITALIZATION ACT” INCLUDING PROVISIONS TO PROVIDE PROPERTY TAX CREDITS OR INCOME AND OTHER TAX CREDITS FOR REHABILITATION EXPENSES MADE TO ELIGIBLE SITES WHICH HAVE BEEN USED AS A TEXTILE MANUFACTURING FACILITY OR FOR ANCILLARY PURPOSES.


On motion of Senator SHORT, with unanimous consent, the names of Senators MOORE, GIESE, VERDIN and FAIR were added as co-sponsors of S. 1075.

RECALLED AND ADOPTED

S. 1068 XE "S. 1068" \b  -- Senators Hayes, Gregory, Peeler and Short:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING YORK COUNTY FOR IT’S MANY ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND DECLARING MARCH 30, 2004, “YORK COUNTY DAY”.


Senator MESCHER asked unanimous consent to make a motion to recall the Concurrent Resolution from the General Committee.


There was no objection.


The Resolution was recalled from the committee.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Concurrent Resolution, the question being the adoption of the Resolution.


On motion of Senator MESCHER, with unanimous consent, the Concurrent Resolution was adopted and ordered returned to the House.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following were introduced:


S. 1079 XE "
S. 1079" \b -- Senators Grooms, Anderson, Branton, Knotts, Leatherman, Fair, Mescher, Giese, Courson, Ravenel, Short, Drummond, Moore, Leventis, Cromer, Richardson, Verdin, J. Verne Smith and Martin:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA COMMISSION ON HEALTH CARE ACCESS, TO PROVIDE FOR THE MEMBERSHIP, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS OF THE COMMISSION, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE COMMISSION IS DISSOLVED JUNE 30, 2007, OR AT THE CONCLUSION OF ITS WORK, WHICHEVER OCCURS EARLIER.

l:\council\bills\swb\5918mm04.doc


Senator GROOMS spoke on the Resolution.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


S. 1080 XE "
S. 1080" \b -- Senators Grooms, Branton, Verdin, Mescher, Ravenel and Knotts:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-37-223 SO AS TO ELIMINATE INCREASES IN FAIR MARKET VALUE OF OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY ATTRIBUTABLE TO QUADRENNIAL REASSESSMENT IN THE COUNTY BY MEANS OF A PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION, TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS, AND TO PROVIDE THE PERIOD FOR WHICH THIS EXEMPTION APPLIES; AND TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-223A, RELATING TO THE COUNTY OPTION PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION LIMITING TO FIFTEEN PERCENT INCREASES IN FAIR MARKET OF REAL PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF QUADRENNIAL REASSESSMENT IN A COUNTY, SO AS TO CONFORM THIS OPTIONAL EXEMPTION TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 12-37-223 OF THE 1976 CODE AS ADDED BY THIS ACT.

l:\council\bills\ggs\22486htc04.doc


Senator GROOMS spoke on the Bill.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 1081 XE "
S. 1081" \b -- Senators Thomas, Alexander, Richardson, Ford and Hayes:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 38-90-35 SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED BY A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 90, TITLE 38 AND TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-87-30, RELATING TO CHARTERING RISK RETENTION GROUPS, SO AS TO REQUIRE A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY TO COMPLY WITH THESE PROVISIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-10, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS USED IN CONNECTION WITH A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, SO AS TO CHANGE THE DEFINITIONS OF "INDUSTRIAL INSURED GROUP" AND "PARENT"; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-20, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LICENSING A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY BY THE DIRECTOR OF INSURANCE, SO AS TO AUTHORIZE A NONPROFIT CORPORATION TO BE LICENSED AND PROVIDE CONSISTENCY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 38-90-35 REGARDING CONFIDENTIAL MATERIALS, AND PROVIDE A PROCEDURE BY WHICH A FOREIGN OR ALIEN CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY MAY BECOME A DOMESTIC CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-25, RELATING TO THE AUTHORITY OF A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY TO WRITE REINSURANCE COVERING PROPERTY AND CASUALTY INSURANCE OR REINSURANCE CONTRACTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE CONSISTENCY WITH THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 38-90-35 REGARDING CONFIDENTIAL MATERIALS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-40, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE LICENSING OF A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY BY THE DIRECTOR OF INSURANCE BASED ON THE CAPITALIZATION OF THE COMPANY, SO AS TO PROVIDE CAPITALIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR LICENSING A NONPROFIT CORPORATION AS A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-50, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO LICENSING A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY BASED ON CERTAIN MINIMUM AMOUNTS OF FREE SURPLUS, SO AS TO CHANGE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR A SPONSORED CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-60, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO INCORPORATION OPTIONS AND REQUIREMENTS OF CERTAIN CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES, SO AS TO ADD AN ADDITIONAL OPTION FOR A NONPROFIT COMPANY; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-70, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO FILING REPORTS BY A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, SO AS TO MAKE CERTAIN INFORMATION SUBMITTED IN A REPORT CONFIDENTIAL; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-80, RELATING TO THE INSPECTION AND EXAMINATION OF A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY BY THE DIRECTOR OF INSURANCE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT CERTAIN CONFIDENTIALITY PROVISIONS DO NOT APPLY TO THE DIRECTOR IN MAKING FINAL REPORTS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-140, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE TAXATION OF A CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANY, SO AS TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION OF "COMMON OWNERSHIP AND CONTROL" TO INCLUDE NONPROFIT CORPORATIONS; TO AMEND SECTION 38-90-180, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE APPLICABILITY OF THE PROVISIONS OF CHAPTERS 26 AND 27, TITLE 38 TO INSURANCE REORGANIZATIONS, RECEIVERSHIPS, AND INJUNCTIONS TO CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES, SO AS TO MAKE THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY TO TITLE 38 INSTEAD OF CHAPTERS 26 AND 27, TITLE 38; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 38-90-170 RELATING TO APPLICABILITY OF THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF TITLE 38 TO INSURANCE REORGANIZATIONS, RECEIVERSHIPS, AND INJUNCTIONS TO CAPTIVE INSURANCE COMPANIES FORMED UNDER CHAPTER 90, TITLE 38.

l:\council\bills\dka\3824dw04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


S. 1082 XE "
S. 1082" \b -- Senator Cromer:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE BOARDS OF TRUSTEES OF THE NEWBERRY AND SALUDA COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICTS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2003-2004 ARE AUTHORIZED TO FORGIVE UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY ANY SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICTS BECAUSE OF SNOW, ICE, OR EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS.

l:\council\bills\bbm\10116sj04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


S. 1083 XE "
S. 1083" \b -- Senator Mescher:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 17-22-30, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF PRETRIAL INTERVENTION PROGRAMS BY CIRCUIT SOLICITORS, SO AS TO ADD THAT THE CIRCUIT SOLICITOR HAS DISCRETION TO AUTHORIZE THE ESTABLISHMENT BY MUNICIPALITIES AND COUNTIES WITHIN THE CIRCUIT OF A PRETRIAL DIVERSION PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE TRAFFIC TICKETS, TO EXEMPT THE STUDENTS FROM ELIGIBILITY LIMITATIONS FOR PRETRIAL INTERVENTION PROGRAMS, AND TO PROVIDE THAT A STUDENT MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR THE PRETRIAL DIVERSION PROGRAM IF HE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN ACCEPTED INTO THE PROGRAM AND HAD A TRAFFIC TICKET DISMISSED.

l:\council\bills\ms\7204ahb04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


S. 1084 XE "
S. 1084" \b -- Senator Moore:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 44-6-30 OF THE 1976 CODE BY DELETING HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AUTHORITY TO ADMINISTER THE SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM; TO REPEAL SECTIONS 44-6-300, 44-6-310, AND 44-6-320 OF THE 1976 CODE PERTAINING TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT SERVICES; AND TO AMEND SECTION 43-1-80 OF THE 1976 CODE TO AUTHORIZE THE DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES TO ADMINISTER THE SOCIAL SERVICES BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM.

l:\s-resmin\bills\moore\smin0078.tlm.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


S. 1085 XE "
S. 1085" \b -- Senator Thomas:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE COMMISSION ON INDIGENT DEFENSE MAY TRANSFER UNSPENT FUNDS FROM CARRY-FORWARD MONEYS FROM THE LAST FISCAL YEAR TO THE OFFICE OF APPELLATE DEFENSE TO HELP OFFSET THAT AGENCY'S BUDGET REDUCTIONS.

l:\council\bills\swb\5939cm04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


S. 1086 XE "
S. 1086" \b -- Senator Fair:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 14-1-240 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A COURT MAY DIRECT THAT AN INMATE NOT BE ALLOWED TO SERVE A LAWSUIT AGAINST ANY PERSON, AGENCY, OR ENTITY UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.

l:\council\bills\swb\5932cm04.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 3689 XE "
H. 3689" \b -- Reps. Miller, Bales, Rutherford, J. Hines, Anthony, Battle, Branham, Clyburn, Gourdine, M. Hines, Hosey, Jennings, Lloyd, Mack, McCraw, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, Neilson, Phillips, Snow, Bowers, Koon, Frye, Altman, Townsend, Clark, Herbkersman, Harrison, Cato, Perry, Haskins, Witherspoon, Cobb-Hunter, Edge, Kirsh, Richardson, Coates, Owens, Lucas, G. Brown, Hagood, Freeman, Sheheen, W. D. Smith, Sinclair, Ceips, Martin, Whipper, Lourie, Scarborough, Pinson, Coleman, McGee, Rice, Limehouse, Vaughn, Tripp, J. R. Smith, Trotter, Delleney, Scott, Sandifer, Harrell, J. E. Smith, Littlejohn, Bailey, E. H. Pitts, Kennedy, F. N. Smith, Thompson, Rhoad, Leach, G. R. Smith, Toole, Harvin, Davenport and Clemmons:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-37-223 SO AS TO LIMIT TO FIFTEEN PERCENT INCREASES IN FAIR MARKET VALUE OF OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY AND SECOND HOMES ATTRIBUTABLE TO QUADRENNIAL REASSESSMENT IN THE COUNTY, AND PROVIDE THE PERIOD FOR WHICH THIS EXEMPTION APPLIES; AND TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-223A., RELATING TO THE COUNTY OPTION PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION LIMITING TO FIFTEEN PERCENT INCREASES IN FAIR MARKET OF REAL PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF QUADRENNIAL REASSESSMENT IN A COUNTY, SO AS TO CONFORM THIS OPTIONAL EXEMPTION TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 12-37-223 OF THE 1976 CODE AS ADDED BY THIS ACT.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


H. 3957 XE "
H. 3957" \b -- Reps. Sandifer, Harrison, Delleney, Talley, Whitmire, Hagood and Whipper:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 14-25-15, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO APPOINTMENT AND TERMS OF MUNICIPAL JUDGES, SO AS TO ESTABLISH A SET TERM OF FOUR YEARS RATHER THAN A TERM SET BY THE COUNCIL OF THE MUNICIPALITY NOT TO EXCEED FOUR YEARS.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 4081 XE "
H. 4081" \b -- Reps. Edge, Clemmons and Bailey:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 29-5-21, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO SURVEYOR'S SERVICES AS MATERIAL FURNISHED FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF REAL ESTATE, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT AN ENGINEER, ARCHITECT, OR LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT WHO PERFORMS OR PROVIDES PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF REAL ESTATE IS CONSIDERED TO HAVE FURNISHED LABOR OR MATERIAL FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF REAL ESTATE, AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE THAT, UNDER CERTAIN CONDITIONS, A REAL ESTATE BROKER WHO PERFORMS PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE OWNER OF REAL ESTATE INCIDENT TO A REAL ESTATE TRANSACTION PURSUANT TO A WRITTEN AGREEMENT HAS FURNISHED LABOR OR MATERIAL FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF REAL ESTATE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance.


H. 4271 XE "
H. 4271" \b -- Reps. Townsend, Thompson, Cooper, Harrell, Martin, Toole, Stille, Whipper, Clemmons, Altman, White and E. H. Pitts:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-37-223 SO AS TO ELIMINATE INCREASES IN FAIR MARKET VALUE OF OWNER-OCCUPIED RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY ATTRIBUTABLE TO QUADRENNIAL REASSESSMENT IN THE COUNTY, AND PROVIDE THE PERIOD FOR WHICH THIS EXEMPTION APPLIES; AND TO AMEND SECTION 12-37-223A., RELATING TO THE COUNTY OPTION PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION LIMITING TO FIFTEEN PERCENT INCREASES IN FAIR MARKET OF REAL PROPERTY AS A RESULT OF QUADRENNIAL REASSESSMENT IN A COUNTY, SO AS TO CONFORM THIS OPTIONAL EXEMPTION TO THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 12-37-223 OF THE 1976 CODE AS ADDED BY THIS ACT.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


H. 4657 XE "
H. 4657" \b -- Reps. Haskins, Pinson, Duncan, Vaughn, Altman, Dantzler, Davenport, Hamilton, Leach, M. A. Pitts, Taylor, Walker, Wilkins, Young, Mahaffey, Coates, Hagood, Simrill, Bingham, E. H. Pitts, Clark, Viers, Chellis, G. R. Smith, Rice, Owens, G. M. Smith, Sandifer, Talley, Whitmire and Toole:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 20-1-15, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE PROHIBITION OF SAME SEX MARRIAGES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT SAME SEX MARRIAGES IN ANY OTHER JURISDICTION HAS NO LEGAL FORCE OR EFFECT IN THIS STATE; AND TO ADD SECTION 20-1-17 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IT IS AGAINST PUBLIC POLICY TO EXTEND OR RECOGNIZE STATUTORY BENEFITS OF A LEGAL MARRIAGE TO NONMARITAL RELATIONSHIPS AND TO FURTHER PROVIDE THAT ANY PUBLIC ACT, RECORD, OR JUDICIAL PROCEEDING OF THIS STATE THAT EXTENDS SUCH BENEFITS TO NONMARITAL RELATIONSHIPS HAS NO LEGAL FORCE OR EFFECT IN THIS STATE, TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS FOR BENEFITS ENJOYED BY ALL PERSONS, MARRIED OR UNMARRIED, AND FOR PRIVATE AGREEMENTS VALID UNDER THE LAWS OF THIS STATE, AND TO PROVIDE THAT BENEFITS OF A LEGAL MARRIAGE EXTENDED TO NONMARITAL RELATIONSHIPS IN ANOTHER JURISDICTION HAVE NO LEGAL FORCE OR EFFECT IN THIS STATE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 4765 XE "
H. 4765" \b -- Reps. Wilkins, W. D. Smith, Harrell, Cato, Chellis, Harrison, Quinn, Townsend, Witherspoon, Leach, Viers, Koon, Altman, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, J. Brown, Ceips, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Frye, Gilham, Hagood, Hamilton, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, Hinson, Huggins, Keegan, Kirsh, Lee, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, Merrill, Neilson, Owens, Perry, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Richardson, Sandifer, Scarborough, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. R. Smith, Stewart, Stille, Talley, Taylor, Toole, Tripp, Trotter, Umphlett, Vaughn, Walker, White, Whitmire, Young and Bowers:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-6-515 SO AS TO REDUCE THE SEVEN PERCENT TOP MARGINAL RATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX IN EQUAL ANNUAL INCREMENTS OF .225 PERCENT UNTIL A PERMANENT TOP MARGINAL RATE EQUAL TO 4.75 PERCENT IS ACHIEVED AND TO PROVIDE THAT A SCHEDULED REDUCTION IS POSTPONED IF GENERAL FUND REVENUE GROWTH FOR THE APPLICABLE FISCAL YEAR IS LESS THAN TWO PERCENT.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


H. 4942 XE "
H. 4942" \b -- Reps. Phillips, McCraw and Littlejohn:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT SCHOOL DAYS MISSED ON FEBRUARY 12, 2004, AND FEBRUARY 26 AND 27, 2004, BY THE STUDENTS OF A SCHOOL IN CHEROKEE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1 WHEN THE SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO A WATER MAIN BREAK AND SNOW, ICE, OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS, RESPECTIVELY, ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE-UP REQUIREMENT THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


H. 4951 XE "
H. 4951" \b -- Reps. Viers, Clemmons, Edge, Barfield, Miller, Hayes and Witherspoon:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO NAME THE INTERCHANGE OF SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 544 AND SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 31 (CAROLINA BAYS PARKWAY) IN HORRY COUNTY IN HONOR OF REPRESENTATIVE THOMAS G. KEEGAN UPON HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND TO INSTALL APPROPRIATE MARKERS OR SIGNS AT PLACES AT THIS INTERCHANGE CONTAINING THE WORDS "THOMAS G. KEEGAN INTERCHANGE".


The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the Committee on Transportation.


H. 4960 XE "
H. 4960" \b -- Reps. Duncan, M. A. Pitts and Taylor:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DAY MISSED ON FEBRUARY 27, 2004, BY THE STUDENTS OF A SCHOOL IN LAURENS COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 56 WHEN THE SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, ICE, OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE-UP REQUIREMENT THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.


Read the first time and, on motion of Senator VERDIN, with unanimous consent, H. 4960 was ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.


H. 4961 XE "
H. 4961" \b -- Reps. Talley and Lee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO AMEND ACT 761 OF 1964, RELATING TO THE CREATION OF THE ARKWRIGHT AREA FIRE DISTRICT IN SPARTANBURG COUNTY, SO AS TO ADD TWO ADDITIONAL MEMBERS TO ITS BOARD OF FIRE CONTROL WHO BOTH SHALL SERVE FOR A TERM OF SIX YEARS.


Read the first time and ordered placed on the Local and Uncontested Calendar.


H. 4967 XE "
H. 4967" \b -- Reps. Barfield, Allen, Altman, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Freeman, Frye, Gilham, Gourdine, Govan, Hagood, Hamilton, Harrell, Harrison, Harvin, Haskins, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jennings, Keegan, Kennedy, Kirsh, Koon, Leach, Lee, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Lloyd, Loftis, Lourie, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Quinn, Rhoad, Rice, Richardson, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Snow, Stewart, Stille, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Trotter, Umphlett, Vaughn, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Wilkins, Witherspoon and Young:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE COLLECTIVE GRIEF AND ANGUISH OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA TO THE PEOPLE OF SPAIN, AND ESPECIALLY MADRID, WHO SUFFERED LOSS IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE APPALLING BOMBINGS ON MARCH 11, 2004, EXPRESSING THE BELIEF THAT THE PERPETRATORS OF THESE BOMBINGS BE SWIFTLY BROUGHT TO JUSTICE, AND PLEDGING OUR PRAYERS AND OUR SUPPORT IN THIS HORRIFIC TIME IN THEIR COUNTRY.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.


H. 4984 XE "
H. 4984" \b -- Reps. Jennings, Neilson and Freeman:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO INVITE THE WINNERS OF THE 2004 JEAN LANEY HARRIS FOLK HERITAGE AWARDS AND THE MEMBERS OF THE 2004 JEAN LANEY HARRIS FOLK HERITAGE AWARDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO ATTEND A JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE IN THE HALL OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21, 2004, AT 12:00 NOON, OR A TIME TO BE DETERMINED BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE AND THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE, AND TO RECOGNIZE AND COMMEND THE 2004 JEAN LANEY HARRIS FOLK HERITAGE AWARD WINNERS FOR THEIR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO FOLK ART IN SOUTH CAROLINA.


The Concurrent Resolution was introduced and referred to the Committee on Invitations.


H. 5003 XE "
H. 5003" \b -- Reps. Sinclair and Huggins:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO HONOR AND THANK THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE GUARD WHO VOLUNTEER THEIR TIME AND TALENTS TO MEET THE SECURITY NEEDS OF OUR STATE.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Senator McCONNELL from the Committee on Judiciary submitted a favorable report on:


S. 934 XE "S. 934" \b  -- Senator Hutto:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 7‑7‑50, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS IN ALLENDALE COUNTY, SO AS TO REVISE CERTAIN VOTING PRECINCTS IN ALLENDALE COUNTY, DESIGNATE A MAP NUMBER FOR THE MAP ON WHICH LINES OF THESE PRECINCTS ARE DELINEATED AND MAINTAINED BY THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


S. 951 XE "S. 951" \b  -- Senator Hutto:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE BARNWELL 19, BARNWELL 29, OR BARNWELL 45 COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

S. 951--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, S. 951 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


S. 952 XE "S. 952" \b  -- Senator Hutto:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE ORANGEBURG 3, ORANGEBURG 4, OR ORANGEBURG 5 COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

S. 952--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, S. 952 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


S. 953 XE "S. 953" \b  -- Senators Setzler, Knotts, Cromer and Courson:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE LEXINGTON 1 OR LEXINGTON 2 COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE APPROPRIATE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

S. 953--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, S. 953 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


S. 954 XE "S. 954" \b  -- Senator Short:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE CHESTER COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

S. 954--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, S. 954 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


S. 955 XE "S. 955" \b  -- Senator Short:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE UNION COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

S. 955--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, S. 955 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


S. 956 XE "S. 956" \b  -- Senator Short:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE YORK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

S. 956--Ordered to a Second Reading with Notice 

of General Amendments

On motion of Senator HAYES, with unanimous consent, S. 956 was ordered to receive a second reading, with notice of general amendments on the next legislative day.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


S. 957 XE "S. 957" \b  -- Senator Short:  A BILL TO PROVIDE THAT UP TO THREE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY THE STUDENTS OF ANY SCHOOL IN THE FAIRFIELD COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS, OR OTHER DISRUPTIONS MAY BE FORGIVEN IF APPROVED BY A MAJORITY VOTE OF THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOARD. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

S. 957--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, S. 957 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


H. 4681 XE "H. 4681" \b  -- Reps. Neilson, Lucas and J. Hines:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED ON JANUARY 26 AND 27, 2004, BY THE STUDENTS OF A SCHOOL IN THE DARLINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT WHEN THE SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, ICE, OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS IS EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

H. 4681--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, H. 4681 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


H. 4695 XE "H. 4695" \b  -- Reps. Freeman, Lucas, Jennings and Neilson:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT SCHOOL DAYS MISSED ON JANUARY 26, 27, AND 28, 2004, BY THE STUDENTS OF A SCHOOL IN THE CHESTERFIELD COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT WHEN THE SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO ICE OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

H. 4695--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, H. 4695 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


H. 4707 XE "H. 4707" \b  -- Rep. Hayes:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT THE SCHOOL DAYS MISSED ON JANUARY 26, 27, AND 28, 2004, BY THE STUDENTS OF DILLON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT NOS. 1, 2, AND 3 WHEN THE SCHOOLS WERE CLOSED DUE TO SNOW, ICE, OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT OF THE DEFINED MINIMUM PLAN THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP. 


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

H. 4707--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, H. 4707 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.


Senator GIESE from the Committee on Education submitted a favorable report on:


H. 4883 XE "H. 4883" \b  -- Reps. Neilson, J. Hines and Lucas:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT SCHOOL DAYS MISSED ON FEBRUARY 25 AND 26, 2004, BY THE STUDENTS OF A SCHOOL IN THE DARLINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT WHEN THE SCHOOL WAS CLOSED DUE TO ICE OR INCLEMENT WEATHER CONDITIONS ARE EXEMPTED FROM THE MAKE‑UP REQUIREMENT THAT FULL SCHOOL DAYS MISSED DUE TO EXTREME WEATHER OR OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES BE MADE UP.


Ordered for consideration tomorrow.

H. 4883--Ordered to a Second and Third Reading

On motion of Senator SETZLER, with unanimous consent, H. 4883 was ordered to receive a second and third reading on the next two consecutive legislative days.

HOUSE CONCURRENCE

S. 1065 XE "S. 1065" \b  -- Senator Alexander:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE AND COMMEND MAJOR JOHN DAVID DUDLEY UPON RECEIVING THE UNITED STATES BRONZE STAR MEDAL AND TO EXTEND SINCERE THANKS TO HIM FOR HIS MERITORIOUS SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY.


Returned with concurrence.


Received as information.


S. 1074 XE "S. 1074" \b  -- Senator Alexander:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE AND COMMEND MAJOR LAKE E. SUMMERS UPON RECEIVING THE UNITED STATES BRONZE STAR MEDAL AND TO EXTEND SINCERE THANKS TO HIM FOR HIS MERITORIOUS SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY.


Returned with concurrence.


Received as information.


S. 1077 XE "S. 1077" \b  -- Senators Malloy, Leatherman, Alexander, Anderson, Branton, Courson, Cromer, Drummond, Elliott, Fair, Ford, Giese, Glover, Gregory, Grooms, Hawkins, Hayes, Hutto, Jackson, Knotts, Kuhn, Land, Leventis, Martin, Matthews, McConnell, McGill, Mescher, Moore, O'Dell, Patterson, Peeler, Pinckney, Rankin, Ravenel, Reese, Richardson, Ritchie, Ryberg, Setzler, Sheheen, Short, J. Verne Smith, Thomas, Verdin and Waldrep:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO EXPRESS THE BELIEF OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT NASCAR RACING IS A VITAL AND INTEGRAL PART OF SOUTH CAROLINA AND SOUTH CAROLINA’S ECONOMY, AND TO RECOGNIZE THE DARLINGTON RACEWAY AS ONE OF OUR STATE’S MOST FEATURED ATTRACTIONS.


Returned with concurrence.


Received as information.


S. 1078 XE "S. 1078" \b  -- Senator Alexander:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO CONGRATULATE AND COMMEND MAJOR PHILLIP LENSKI UPON RECEIVING THE UNITED STATES ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL, THE MERITORIOUS MEDAL, AND THE DEFENSE MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL FOR HIS SERVICE IN KUWAIT AND IRAQ AND TO EXTEND SINCERE THANKS TO HIM FOR HIS DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO HIS COUNTRY.


Returned with concurrence.


Received as information.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.
THIRD READING BILL

The following Bill was read the third time and ordered sent to the House of Representatives:


S. 767 XE "S. 767" \b  -- Senators Courson, Cromer, Land, Matthews, Fair, Hawkins, Verdin, Alexander, Anderson, Branton, Elliott, Ford, Giese, Glover, Gregory, Grooms, Hayes, Jackson, Knotts, Kuhn, Malloy, Martin, McGill, Mescher, Moore, O'Dell, Patterson, Peeler, Pinckney, Rankin, Ravenel, Reese, Richardson, Setzler, Short, J. Verne Smith, Waldrep, Thomas, McConnell, Ryberg, Ritchie, Leatherman, Hutto and Leventis:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 25 IN CHAPTER 1 OF TITLE 25 SO AS TO ESTABLISH AND PROVIDE FOR THE OPERATIONS AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA MILITARY FAMILY RELIEF FUND, TO PROVIDE THE USES OF THE FUND TO AWARD GRANTS TO MILITARY FAMILIES AND PROVIDE THE ELIGIBILITY FOR AND TYPES OF GRANTS THAT MAY BE AWARDED, TO PROVIDE THAT GRANT APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE TO THE ADJUTANT GENERAL, AND TO PROVIDE FOR THOSE REVENUES TO BE CREDITED TO THIS FUND, AND TO AMEND SECTION 12‑6‑5060, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO DONATIONS THAT MAY BE MADE BY CHECKOFFS ON THE STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURN, SO AS TO PROVIDE A CHECKOFF FOR THE SOUTH CAROLINA MILITARY FAMILY RELIEF FUND.

SECOND READING BILLS

The following Bill and Joint Resolution, having been read the second time, were ordered placed on the Third Reading Calendar:


H. 4937 XE "H. 4937" \b  -- Reps. Vaughn, Allen, Cato, Hamilton, Haskins, Leach, Loftis, Rice, F.N. Smith, G.R. Smith, Taylor, Tripp and Wilkins:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE THAT EACH BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE GREENVILLE COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2003‑2004 IS AUTHORIZED TO FORGIVE UP TO TWO SCHOOL DAYS MISSED BY A SCHOOL OF THE DISTRICT BECAUSE OF SNOW, ICE, OR EXTREME WEATHER CONDITIONS.


By prior motion of Senator J. VERNE SMITH, with unanimous consent


H. 4844 XE "H. 4844" \b  -- Reps. Richardson, Delleney, Emory, Kirsh, McCraw, Moody‑Lawrence and Simrill:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 7‑7‑530, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO THE DESIGNATION OF VOTING PRECINCTS IN YORK COUNTY, SO AS TO ADD AND REVISE CERTAIN VOTING PRECINCTS IN YORK COUNTY AND REDESIGNATE A MAP NUMBER FOR THE MAP ON WHICH LINES OF THESE PRECINCTS ARE DELINEATED AND MAINTAINED BY THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS OF THE STATE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD.


Senator HAYES asked unanimous consent to take the Bill up for immediate consideration.


There was no objection.


Senator HAYES asked unanimous consent to give the Bill and second reading.


There was no objection.

H. 4844--Ordered to a Third Reading

On motion of Senator HAYES, with unanimous consent, H. 4844 was ordered to receive a third reading on Friday, March 19, 2004.

CONSIDERATION INTERRUPTED


S. 356 XE "S. 356" \b  -- Senator Hutto:  A BILL TO AMEND CHAPTER 1 OF TITLE 56 OF THE 1976 CODE BY ADDING SECTION 56-1-205 TO PROVIDE THAT THE DEPARTMENT, UPON REQUEST, MUST PLACE A NOTATION ON AN APPLICANT’S DRIVER’S LICENSE THAT THE APPLICANT IS HEARING IMPAIRED AND IF THE APPLICANT SUFFERS HEARING LOSS OF FORTY DECIBELS OR MORE; AND TO AMEND CHAPTER 3 OF TITLE 56 BY ADDING SECTION 56-3-1930 TO PROVIDE FOR IDENTIFICATION PLACARDS FOR HEARING IMPAIRED DRIVERS.


The House returned the Bill with amendments.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being concurrence in the House amendments.


Senator McCONNELL argued contra to concurrence in the House amendments.


With Senator McCONNELL retaining the floor, Senator MALLOY asked unanimous consent to make a motion that the Senate stand adjourned.


There was no objection.


Consideration was interrupted by adjournment, with Senator McCONNELL retaining the floor on S. 356.

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator MARTIN, with unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mr. R. Bailey Brown of the Mount Carmel community in Pickens County, S.C., great-uncle of Senator Martin.

Time Fixed

Senator McCONNELL moved that, when the Senate adjourns on Friday, March 19, 2004, it stand adjourned to meet next Tuesday, March 23, 2004, at 12:00 Noon, which motion was adopted.

ADJOURNMENT

At 12:51 P.M., on motion of Senator MALLOY, the Senate adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M. under the provisions of Rule 1 for the purpose of taking up local matters and uncontested matters which have previously received unanimous consent to be taken up.

* * *
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