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THE COMMITTEE ON MEDICAL AFFAIRS

To whom was referred a Bill (H. 3405) to amend Section 40‑51‑20, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to definitions used in connection with the licensure and regulation of podiatrists, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:


/SECTION
1.
Section 40‑51‑20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 40‑51‑20.
For the purposes of this chapter: 


(1)
‘Podiatry’ shall mean means the diagnosis, medical and surgical, medical, or mechanical treatment limited to of all ailments of the human foot, except the administration of an anaesthetic other than local and its related soft tissue structures to the level of any myotendinous junction below the ankle.   ‘Podiatry’ also includes the amputation of toes and parts of the foot or both; however, to perform such amputation, the podiatrist must consult with a physician licensed pursuant to Chapter 47 prior to performing the amputation. 


(2)
“Diagnosis” shall mean to ascertain a disease or ailment by symptoms and findings and does not confer the right to use X‑ray other than for diagnosis ‘Podiatrist’ means a person licensed in accordance with this chapter and by such licensure is licensed to diagnose and treat ailments of the foot. 


(3)
“Medical treatment” shall mean the application or prescribing of any therapeutic agent or remedy for the relief of foot ailments, except the medical treatment of any systemic disease causing manifestations in the foot. 


(4)
“Surgical treatment” shall mean the use of any cutting instrument to treat a disease, ailment, deformity or condition of the foot, but shall not confer the right to amputate the foot or toes.”


SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor./


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

HARVEY S. PEELER, JR. for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 40‑51‑20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO DEFINITIONS USED IN CONNECTION WITH THE LICENSURE AND REGULATION OF PODIATRISTS, SO AS TO REVISE THE DEFINITION OF “PODIATRY” AND TO DEFINE “PRACTICE OF PODIATRY”.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 40‑51‑20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 40‑51‑20.
For the purposes of this chapter: 


(1)
‘Podiatry’ shall mean means the diagnosis, medical and surgical, medical, or mechanical treatment limited to of all ailments of the human foot, except the administration of an anaesthetic other than local and ankle, and their related soft tissue structures to the level of the myotendinous junction.  ‘Podiatry’ does not include the amputation of the entire foot, the administration of an anesthetic other than local, or the surgical correction of clubfoot of an infant two years of age or less. 


(2)
“Diagnosis” shall mean to ascertain a disease or ailment by symptoms and findings and does not confer the right to use X‑ray other than for diagnosis ‘Podiatrist’ means a person licensed in accordance with this chapter and by such licensure is licensed to diagnose and treat ailments of the foot and ankle. 


(3)
“Medical treatment” shall mean the application or prescribing of any therapeutic agent or remedy for the relief of foot ailments, except the medical treatment of any systemic disease causing manifestations in the foot. 


(4)
“Surgical treatment” shall mean the use of any cutting instrument to treat a disease, ailment, deformity or condition of the foot, but shall not confer the right to amputate the foot or toes.”

SECTION
2.
Chapter 51, Title 40 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 40‑51‑210.
Surgery of the ankle and soft tissue structures governing the ankle must be performed in an accredited hospital or ambulatory surgery center.  A podiatrist who performs these surgical procedures must be board certified or eligible for certification by the American Board of Podiatric Surgery to perform ankle procedures and shall satisfy all requirements for credentials as outlined by the facility.  In addition to granting or denying privileges, the governing body of each hospital or ambulatory surgery center may suspend, revoke, or modify privileges.  All applicants or individuals who have privileges shall comply with all applicable medical staff bylaws, rules, and regulations, including the policies and procedures governing the qualifications of applicants and the scope and delineation of privileges.”

SECTION
3.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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