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VERSIONS OF THIS BILL
5/24/2005
A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

RECOGNIZING AND HONORING MORRIS CHAPEL BAPTIST CHURCH OF GREENWOOD COUNTY ON THE JOYFUL OCCASION OF ITS ONE HUNDRED FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY, AND WISHING THE PASTOR AND CHURCH MEMBERS A BRIGHT FUTURE AND MANY MORE YEARS OF SUCCESS, HAPPINESS, AND ACHIEVEMENTS.

Whereas, the Reverend Frank Morris organized Morris Chapel Baptist Church in Greenwood (then in Abbeville County) in the year 1865; and

Whereas, land for the church was given by Isaac Evans, the first Superintendent of the Sunday School and uncle of C. H. Evans, who was the second Superintendent of the Sunday School and served as assistant Superintendent and Superintendent of the Sunday School for a combined total of forty-five years; and

Whereas, after Morris Chapel Baptist Church was first organized, church members used a brush arbor under which to worship, but the church and the members have come a long, long way from that day of one hundred forty years ago; and

Whereas, when winter came, with still no church building in those earliest days of the church, a local Presbyterian church allowed Morris Chapel to use its old building for worship; and

Whereas, Morris Chapel was born during a very troubled time; the Civil War had just ended, and it was a time of unrest and uncertainty.  It was a very difficult time for a people who had been so long in bondage and slavery, but newly‑freed African‑Americans set out to carve their place in American society and as a result, Morris Chapel Baptist Church was born; and

Whereas, during the administration of Reverend J. S. Marshall, in 1893, the church was rebuilt.  Under the administration of Reverend J. T. Dunbar, a bell was installed in the bell tower and the bell is now installed in the bell tower of the present sanctuary; and

Whereas, over the generations, the members have built Morris Chapel Baptist Church into a thriving, dynamic congregation that meets the spiritual needs of its members and generously serves the community; and

Whereas, the Reverend H. B. Mitchell had the longest tenure of any pastor at Morris Chapel and the church experienced its greatest growth.  Morris Chapel had the largest membership in Greenwood (around eight hundred and around five hundred of these became members during Reverend Mitchell’s pastorate).  At the time of Reverend Mitchell’s retirement in 1968, he had successfully led the congregation in another effort to raise funds to build a new church ‑‑ the building in which the members presently worship; and

Whereas, Reverend Mitchell was called to the church in 1935, and helped the church members get rid of their debts.  He made improvements both inside and outside the church building and repaired the parsonage.  In 1946, under Reverend Mitchell’s pastorate, the church held a building fund rally and began a campaign for a brick‑veneer building.  The cornerstone for the remodeled building was laid on August 31, 1947; and

Whereas, the Reverend Dr. Ed F. Johnson was called to Morris Chapel Baptist Church in 1969.  On his first day in the pulpit as pastor, Dr. Johnson admonished his congregation to leave Morris Chapel and get involved with people in the community and make Christ known to them.  His first sermon, “Away from Morris Chapel”, came from Matthew 29:19‑20.  Dr. Johnson went right to work getting to know his membership and building relationships with people within and outside of Morris Chapel.  He made excellent use of the local newspaper in Greenwood to gain exposure by announcing the church’s activities and writing letters to the editor.  He preached strong sermons and scheduled frequent meetings with various groups.  He organized a youth choir called the “Ed Johnson Singers” ‑‑ an energetic group of young people who helped bring the Spirit back to the church.  Later, a children’s choir was organized and, subsequently, an all‑boys choir.  These three choirs were later combined and named the “Morris Chapel Youth Choir” and, subsequently, the “Morris Chapel Young People’s Choir”.  Ms. Shirley Brooks played for these choirs.  This group traveled throughout the upper Piedmont and many other places in the State and made a memorable trip to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; and

Whereas, Dr. Johnson also combined the Senior Choir and the Young Adult Choir to form one senior musical choir.  The choir stand in the old building had to undergo renovation to accommodate this combined choir.  The Gospel Chorus was the only group in the church’s music department left intact; and

Whereas, the new parsonage for the church was begun in 1969, completed in 1970, and paid for by 1973 ‑‑ a great achievement for Morris Chapel.  In Spring 1973, ground was broken for a new church building and the building was completed and dedicated in 1974.  The grand total cost, including furnishings and an Allen organ, was two hundred forty‑two thousand dollars; and

Whereas, early in his ministry at Morris Chapel, Pastor Johnson gained the respect of the young people in Greenwood.  His doors were always open, and his study at home was frequented by young people and parents seeking counsel and advice; and

Whereas, Morris Chapel experienced several “first” during Dr. Johnson’s pastorate.  These “first” include:  the ordination and installation of three women as trustees, and two women whose husbands were neither preachers nor deacons as deaconesses; the tradition of naming a member of the congregation as “Mother of the Year” was started; the creation of a youth ministry and children in worship ministry; and the installation of the Young Women’s Auxiliary; and

Whereas, in 1995, the Evangelism Crusade was held to promote and witness to the people of Nairobi in a large manner.  Dr. Johnson was the crusade speaker.  After this trip to Nairobi, Dr. Johnson and other members of Morris Chapel traveled to Kenya to do further work for the Lord.  Because of the efforts of Dr. Johnson and Morris Chapel in Greenwood, South Carolina, there is now a Morris Chapel Church in Kenya; and

Whereas, Morris Chapel Baptist Church has very much been a part of the history of Greenwood and of Greenwood County.  Morris Chapel has experienced many phases of American history: the ending of the Civil War, the coming of freedom, Reconstruction, Jim Crow, integration, and the end of segregation and today the move to establish an authentic role of leadership in the community, State, and nation; and

Whereas, its quest to be a leader in the Greenwood community is reflected in its members who have taken on leadership responsibilities in various capacities.  These members include: the Honorable Anne Parks, member of the South Carolina House of Representatives; the Honorable Gonza Bryant and the Honorable Edith Childs, both members of the Greenwood County Council; and the Honorable Linda Edwards and the Honorable Betty Boles, both members of the Greenwood City Council; and

Whereas, the sudden death of Dr. Ed F. Johnson in 1997, left Morris Baptist Church without a pastor.  For more than a year the pulpit was supplied by ministers from within the congregation and others from the county and State; and

Whereas, Reverend Anthony McCallum was called to Morris Chapel Baptist Church in 1999.  He served as pastor for three years during which time he was instrumental in making improvements in the building and the grounds.  He also involved the church in community activities; and

Whereas, Reverend McCallum’s resignation as pastor of Morris Chapel Baptist Church left the church without a pastor.  Reverend Jonathon Green served as interim pastor during that period; and

Whereas, the Reverend Ricky V. Syndab was called to Morris Chapel Baptist Church in 2003, and immediately revived the planning of the building of the family life center and the purchasing of a church bus; and

Whereas, the following men have pastured Morris Chapel Baptist Church over its one hundred forty-five year history:  Reverend Frank Morris, Reverend Robinson, Reverend G. W. Gilbert, Reverend T. C. Goodwin, Reverend J. T. Dunbar, Reverend D. S. Klugh, Reverend L. J. Smith, Reverend J. F. Marshall, Reverend J. A. Brannon, Reverend H. D. Hood, Reverend Hemphill, Reverend D. J. Thompson, Reverend R. M. Boykins, Reverend S.C. Campbell, Reverend E. Douglass Johnson, Reverend W. P. Williams, Reverend Lester C. Smith, Reverend H. B. Mitchell, Reverend  Dr. Ed F. Johnson, Reverend Anthony McCallum, and Reverend Ricky V. Syndab; and

Whereas, today Morris Chapel Baptist Church has a very large membership.  The church is concerned for the spiritual development of its youth and has a very progressive and successful Sunday School program and ministry.  The church has many outstanding organizations that assist the church members, as well as the community, in numerous ways.  Morris Chapel has gotten thoroughly involved in the community and has made Jesus known among the people of the community.  Church members are dedicated, hard working, and devoted to their religious beliefs and calling.  Morris Chapel Baptist Church truly has a wonderful future ahead of it and is an integral part of the life and accomplishments of Greenwood and Greenwood County; and

Whereas, we are greatly pleased to have the opportunity to recognize this great congregation on such a joyful occasion. Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, recognizes and honors Morris Chapel Baptist Church of Greenwood County on the joyful occasion of its one hundred fortieth anniversary and wishes the pastor and church members a bright future and many more years of success, happiness, and achievements.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Morris Chapel Baptist Church, in care of the church’s pastor, the Reverend Ricky V. Syndab.
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