A JOINT RESOLUTION

TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 2948, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
The regulations of the Commission on Higher Education, relating to Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program, designated as Regulation Document Number 2948, and submitted to the General Assembly pursuant to the provisions of Article 1, Chapter 23, Title 1 of the 1976 Code, are approved.

SECTION
2.
This joint resolution takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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SUMMARY AS SUBMITTED

BY PROMULGATING AGENCY.

The Commission on Higher Education proposes to amend and replace in its entirety R.62‑300 of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program.  The proposed amendments will clarify the policies and procedures for administering the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program.  Beginning with the 2005‑06 academic year, one of the proposed amendments will allow students to rank within the top six percent of the class instead of the top five percent of the class in order to be eligible to apply for the scholarship.  The classes used for eligibility will be expanded from the sophomore and junior classes to also include the senior class.  Regarding the SAT, students will be allowed more opportunities to meet the minimum 1200 score requirement by adding language to extend the deadline through the June national test administration.  The proposed regulation will clarify the eligibility criteria for home school students and students attending out‑of‑state preparatory high schools.  Finally, another proposed amendment will allow active duty service members of the United States Armed Forces to receive the maximum number of terms of scholarship eligibility due to military mobilization.  There are also additional clarifications being proposed that will add several definitions and will make minor grammatical changes to promote consistency among the State scholarship and grant programs.  The proposed regulation for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program was published in the State Register on December 24, 2004.  The Commission on Higher Education conducted a public hearing on January 6, 2005.
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