A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 50‑3‑105 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT IN ALL HERITAGE PRESERVES OR OTHER STATE NATURAL AREAS MAINTAINED FOR THE USE AND ENJOYMENT OF THE GENERAL PUBLIC BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES, HIKING AND EQUESTRIAN ACTIVITIES ARE PERMITTED, TO PROVIDE FOR CERTAIN FEES TO BE IMPOSED FOR THESE ACTIVITIES, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE MONIES DERIVED FROM THESE FEES MUST BE USED TO OFFSET THE COST OF MAINTENANCE IN AND INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS TO THESE AREAS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Chapter 3, Title 50 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 50‑3‑105.
In all heritage preserves as defined in Section 51‑17‑10 or other state natural areas maintained for the use and enjoyment of the general public by the Department of Natural Resources, hiking and equestrian activities are permitted in such a manner as determined by the department, and a five dollar per day hiking and equestrian fee is imposed to offset the cost of maintenance in and infrastructure improvements to these areas.  In the alternative, a person desiring to hike or engage in equestrian activities may pay an annual fifty dollar fee for these yearly privileges in these areas.  These fees are supplemental to any other fees charged for admission to these areas and shall be retained by the department for use in the manner provided by this section.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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