A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

TO CONGRATULATE THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION ON ITS ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY AND ON THE SERVICES IT HAS PROVIDED TO THE CITIZENS OF THIS STATE FOR MORE THAN ONE HUNDRED YEARS, TO EXPRESS THE CONFIDENCE OF THE MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY THAT THE ASSOCIATION WILL CONTINUE ITS GREAT TRADITION OF SERVICE UNDER ITS NEW NAME, THE SOUTH CAROLINA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION, AND TO EXPRESS THE SINCERE GRATITUDE OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY TO THE MEN AND WOMEN AND WHO SERVE AS CAREER AND VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS AND WHO PROTECT OUR STATE.

Whereas, the South Carolina State Firemen’s Association was founded on May 30, 1905, in Columbia, South Carolina; and

Whereas, the members of the Firemen’s Association diligently work to protect the lives and property of the citizens of South Carolina from fire and rescue emergencies, hazardous materials incidents, natural disasters, and acts of terror; and

Whereas, the Firemen’s Association has worked to develop member benefits programs to recruit and retain volunteer firefighters and has grown to an organization with over sixteen thousand trained members who risk their lives to protect the citizens of South Carolina; and

Whereas, over the last one hundred years the Firemen’s Association has developed member benefits programs for insurance, retirement, and training to support the men and women who work and volunteer in the South Carolina Fire Service; and

Whereas, the Firemen’s Association has established a great legislative program and has worked with all the members of the General Assembly to pass laws that support the firefighters and further protect South Carolina and provide state-funded benefits in support of volunteer firefighters; and

Whereas, after one hundred years of dedicated service to the South Carolina Fire Service, the Firemen’s Association will celebrate a new century of service by changing its name to the South Carolina State Firefighters Association and continuing a tradition of great service; and

Whereas, the members of the South Carolina General Assembly are pleased to recognize the substantial contribution of this group of dedicated men and women who work tirelessly to assist the citizens of South Carolina.  They consistently demonstrate their commitment and dedication to the service of mankind.  They certainly serve as a prime example of just what makes America great.  Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives, the Senate concurring:

That the members of the General Assembly, by this resolution, congratulate and express their gratitude to the South Carolina State Firemen’s Association for one hundred years of dedicated service protecting the citizens of South Carolina and express their desire that it continues the great tradition under its new name as the South Carolina State Firefighters Association. 

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Fire Marshal William T. Hall, President of the South Carolina State Firemen’s Association.
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