A HOUSE RESOLUTION

TO COMMEMORATE THE TWO HUNDRED FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MACE AND TO REFLECT UPON ITS RICH HISTORY AS THE EMBLEM OF AUTHORITY OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Whereas, the emblem of authority of the South Carolina House of Representatives, the Mace, was made in London in 1756 and therefore will be two hundred fifty years old in 2006.  The celebration of this milestone is certainly worthwhile as it serves to promote the history of the House of Representatives and of this great Southern State; and 

Whereas, as shown by the hallmarks thereon, the Mace was made by Magdelen Feline and purchased by the “Commons House of Assembly of the Province of South Carolina” for ninety guineas; and

Whereas, to begin to understand the historic significance of the Mace, it is important to note the prominent political figures of the time who were members of the 21st Royal Assembly that authorized the purchase of the Mace; and 

Whereas, Benjamin Smith was the Speaker of the House and it was his mercantile firm of Benjamin Smith & Company that placed the order for the Mace and for the robes for the Speaker and Clerk of the House.  Benjamin Smith would go on to be one of the most active members of the committee that formulated plans for the first Statehouse in Charleston, and he was also a judge and was one of those who voted to reopen Charleston Harbor despite the restrictions of the Stamp Act; and 

Whereas, Richard Richardson was one of the most well‑known backcountry settlers of the time.  He was a successful militia leader and a hero of the American Revolution, and he was also the patriarch of the Richardson‑Manning clan that produced six governors for the State; and

Whereas, William Moultrie was a Revolutionary War hero and, among his many exploits, it was under his command of the fort on Sullivan’s Island on June 28, 1776, that South Carolinians defeated both the British Army and Navy in one of the first major battles of the Revolution.  He later served as governor of the State; and

Whereas, finally, Robert Pringle was later a colonial judge and, like Smith, voted to challenge the authority of the British Parliament and the Stamp Act; and 

Whereas, the South Carolina Commons House of Assembly was one of the most powerful representative bodies in Colonial America.  All of South Carolina’s signers of the Declaration of Independence served in the House: Thomas Lynch, Jr., Thomas Heyward, Jr., Arthur Middleton, and Edward Rutledge.  In fact, all of the members of South Carolina’s delegation to the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia (our Founding Fathers) served in the House: Pierce Butler, John Rutledge, Charles Pinckney, and Charles Cotesworth Pinckney; and 

Whereas, interestingly, the decision to purchase the Mace was made during one of the intermittent wrangles that the Assembly had with the Royal Governors and the Royal Council.  As was usually the case, the Assembly won the argument and the Mace would become truly symbolic to colonial South Carolinians as a definitive symbol of the power of the people’s representatives that lives on today; and

Whereas, the intricate details on the Mace make it a glorious site to behold indeed.  Its panels contain the royal arms of Great Britain, the arms of the House of Hanover, the arms of the Province of South Carolina, and other insignia; and

Whereas, today it is the custom, upon the opening of the session, for the Sergeant at Arms of the House of Representatives to bear the Mace ahead of the Speaker and lay it upon its specially prepared rack on the Rostrum in front of the Speaker where it remains until recess or adjournment of the body; and 

Whereas, the Mace is always borne at the head of the procession when the House officially attends in the Senate Chamber and upon State occasions; and 

Whereas, it is with great Southern pride and respect for this striking and lasting symbol of democracy that the members of the South Carolina House of Representatives pause in honor of the Two Hundred Fiftieth Anniversary of the Mace. Now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives of the State of South Carolina, by this resolution, commemorate the Two Hundred Fiftieth Anniversary of the Mace and reflect upon its rich history as the emblem of authority of the South Carolina House of Representatives.
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