A HOUSE RESOLUTION

EXTENDING THE DEEPEST GRATITUDE TO THE HONORABLE THOMAS N. RHOAD FOR HIS TWENTY‑THREE YEARS OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE IN THE SOUTH CAROLINA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES AND WISHING HIM THE BRIGHTEST FUTURE IN HIS BELOVED HOME OF BAMBERG.

Whereas, Thomas N. Rhoad of Bamberg County was first elected to the South Carolina House of Representatives for the 1983 Session; and

Whereas, he has served the State of South Carolina and the people of Bamberg, Barnwell, and Orangeburg counties continuously since that time; and 

Whereas, his long tenure of statesmanship earned him the title of Chairman Emeritus of the Agricultural, Natural Resources, and Environmental Affairs Committee, where he also served as chairman of the subcommittee on Wildlife; and

Whereas, Representative Rhoad served the Interstate Cooperation Committee as Treasurer and oversaw personnel and the administration and management of facilities of the House of Representatives as a member of the Operations and Management Committee; and

Whereas, a survey of the vital legislation sponsored by Representative Rhoad during his distinguished career demonstrates his dedication to providing for his constituents and to protecting South Carolina’s wildlife; and

Whereas, in just this most recent legislative session, the 116th, he co‑sponsored bills that became law so as to make it unlawful to engage in trafficking of persons for forced labor or services, to regulate the sale of ephedrine or pseudoephedrine, to further criminalize certain activities in connection with the drugs amphetamine or methamphetamine, and to renew tax incentives for the creation of new investments and jobs; and

Whereas, he also co‑sponsored a law that closely regulates the hunting of wild turkey, and in a major undertaking, was a co‑sponsor of Act 289 of 2006 that revises and reduces the number of game zones, with corresponding revisions to bag limits, hunting seasons, prohibited acts, and penalties; and

Whereas, this product of the Bamberg County public schools never lost his affection for the land he knew so well as a retired farmer and rural mail carrier; and

Whereas, those roots served him well as he served the State of South Carolina.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives:

That the members of the House of Representatives do hereby extend the deepest gratitude to the Honorable Thomas N. Rhoad for his twenty‑three years of distinguished service in the South Carolina House of Representatives and wish him the brightest future in his beloved home of Bamberg.

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be presented to the Honorable Thomas N. Rhoad.
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