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A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 56‑3‑8000, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO NONPROFIT ORGANIZATIONS SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A PORTION OF THE FEES FOR THESE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATES MUST BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE ORGANIZATION THAT SPONSORS THE SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE, AND TO REVISE THE NUMBER OF PREPAID APPLICATIONS FOR A SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE AND THE DEPOSIT THAT MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES FROM A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION BEFORE A SPECIAL LICENSE PLATE MAY BE PRODUCED.


Amend Title To Conform

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 56‑3‑630 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“Section 56‑3‑630.
The Department of Motor Vehicles shall classify as a private passenger motor vehicle every motor vehicle, except a motorcycle, motorcycle three‑ wheel vehicle, or motor‑driven cycle, which is designed, used, and maintained for the transportation of ten or fewer persons and trucks having an empty weight of seven nine thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine eleven thousand pounds or less except a motorcycle, motorcycle three‑wheel vehicle, or motor‑driven cycle. The department shall classify a three‑wheel vehicle by the manufacturers statement of origin for the vehicles initial registration.  For subsequent registration, the department shall classify the three‑wheel vehicle by its title document. This section does not relieve or negate any applicable fees required under Section 56‑3‑660.”

SECTION
2.
Section 56‑3‑8000(A) and (B) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 194 of 2002, is further amended to read:


“(A)
The department may issue special motor vehicle license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying motor vehicles or light pickups having an empty weight of seven thousand pounds or less and a gross weight of nine thousand pounds or less registered in their names which may have imprinted on the plate the emblem, a seal, or other symbol the department considers appropriate of an organization which has obtained certification pursuant to either Section 501(C)(3), 501(C)(7), or 501(C)(8) of the Federal Internal Revenue Code. The fee for this special license plate is the fee contained in Section 56‑3‑2020.  From the fees collected pursuant to this section, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the department to defray the expenses associated with producing and administering the special license plate.  The remaining funds collected from the special license plate fee must be placed in the general fund.  If the 501(C)(3), 501(C)(7), or 501(C)(8) organization has been chartered for at least five years, a portion of the special license plate fee may be returned to the organization.  Once four hundred new license plates or renewals have been issued, the special license plate fee funds must be distributed to the organization that requested the license plate. 


The special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month it is issued. 


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive: 



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit fee of four  thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit The fee of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit must be placed by the Comptroller General into a special restricted account to be used by the department to defray the expenses associated with the initial cost of producing the license plate.  


(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate which must be approved by the department.”

SECTION
3.
Section 56‑3‑8200(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue motor vehicle license plates to members of Rotary International for private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names. The fee for this special license plate must be the regular motor vehicle license fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title, the special fee required by Section 56‑3‑2020, and an additional special fee of forty fifty dollars which must be distributed to the Rotary District in which the purchaser’s home club is located in this State. The department must report to the South Carolina Rotary District designee the district chosen by the license plate issue to which this fee must be distributed. The fee must be deposited in an account designated by each South Carolina Rotary District, and must be distributed properly by each district. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, of the fees collected for the special license plate, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of the Department of Motor Vehicles in producing and administering the special plate.  The license plates issued pursuant to this section must conform to a design agreed to by the department and the chief executive officer of the organization.” 

SECTION
4.
Section 56‑3‑8300(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue special motor vehicle license plates to members of the Marine Corps League for private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names. The fee for this special plate must be the regular motor vehicle license fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title which must be deposited in the state general fund and the special fee required by Section 56‑3‑2020 which must be deposited with the department.  The fee for this license plate is the fee set forth for special license plates in Section 56‑3‑8100.  Any portion of the additional thirty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray the costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the South Carolina Department of the Marine Corps League.  The license plates issued pursuant to this section must conform to a design agreed to by the department and the chief executive officer of the organization.” 

SECTION
5.
Section 56‑3‑5400(A) of the 1976 Code as added by Act 54 of 2005, is amended to read:


“(A)
The department may issue Fraternal Order of Police special license plates to owners of private passenger‑carrying motor vehicles registered in their names who are active members in good standing with the Fraternal Order of Police.  Identification of current membership must be presented at the time of initial application.  The fee for each special license plate is thirty dollars every two years in addition to the regular motor vehicle license fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title.  Each special license plate must be of the same size and general design of regular motor vehicle license plates.  Each special license plate must be issued or revalidated for a biennial period which expires twenty‑four months from the month the special license plate is issued.  A person issued a special license plate pursuant to this section, who is not or who ceases to be a member of the Fraternal Order of Police, must remove the license plate from his vehicle on the date the license plate registration is due for renewal and obtain another valid license plate.  A person who knowingly fails to surrender his license plate, pursuant to this section, is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, may be fined one hundred dollars or sentenced to thirty days in jail, or both.”
SECTION
6.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 57


United States Naval Academy Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑6500.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘United States Naval Academy’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names.  The applicant must be a graduate of the United States Naval Academy.  The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of thirty dollars.  Any of the additional thirty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the United States Naval Academy Alumni Association.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.”

SECTION
7.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 59


United States Air Force Academy Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7050.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘United States Air Force Academy’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names.  The applicant must be a graduate of the United States Air Force Academy.  The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of thirty dollars.  Any of the additional thirty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the United States Air Force Academy Alumni Association.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 

SECTION
8.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 63


Support Our Troops Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7310.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Support Our Troops’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names.  The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of thirty dollars.  Any of the additional thirty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to Support Our Troops, Inc.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 

SECTION
9.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 64


Emergency Medical Service Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7320.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Emergency Medical Service’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names.  The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of thirty dollars.  Any of the additional thirty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the South Carolina Emergency Medical Services Association.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 

SECTION
10.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 65


Boy Scouts of America Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7330.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Boy Scouts of America’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names. The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of thirty dollars.  Any of the additional thirty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the South Carolina Indian Waters Council, Boy Scouts of America, to then be distributed to the other five Boy Scout councils serving counties in South Carolina.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 

SECTION
11.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 66


Native American Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7340.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Native American’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names. The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of thirty dollars.  Any of the additional thirty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the Native American Prison Program of South Carolina.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.”

SECTION
12.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 67


South Carolina Peach Council Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7350.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘South Carolina Peach Council’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names. The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of seventy dollars.  Any of the additional seventy‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the South Carolina Peach Council.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 
SECTION
13.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 68


Korean War Veterans Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7360.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Korean War Veterans’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names who are Korean War Veterans who served on active duty in Korea at anytime during the Korean War.  The applicant must present the department with a DD214, or other official documentation that states that he served on active duty in Korea upon initial application for this special license plate.  The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of twenty dollars.  Any of the additional twenty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the state general fund.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 
SECTION
14.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 69


Cancer Research Centers of the Carolinas Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7370.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘Cancer Research Centers of the Carolinas’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names. The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of fifteen dollars.  Any of the additional fifteen‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the Mary Crawley Medical Cancer Research Foundation to provide funding for the Cancer Research Centers of the Carolinas.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.” 
SECTION
15.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Article 75


South Carolina Aquarium Special License Plates


Section 56‑3‑7800.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue ‘South Carolina Aquarium’ special license plates to owners of private passenger motor vehicles registered in their names. The requirements for production and distribution of the plate are those set forth in Section 56‑3‑8100.  The biennial fee for this plate is the regular registration fee set forth in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title plus an additional fee of fifty dollars.  Any of the additional fifty‑dollar fee not set aside by the Comptroller General to defray costs of production and distribution must be distributed to the South Carolina Aquarium.


(B)
Before the department produces and distributes a plate authorized under this section, it must receive:



(1)
four hundred or more prepaid applications for the special license plate or a deposit of four thousand dollars from the individual or organization seeking issuance of the license plate. If a deposit of four thousand dollars is made by an individual or organization pursuant to this section, the department must refund the four thousand dollars once an equivalent amount of license plate fees is collected for that organization’s license plate. If the equivalent amount is not collected within four years of the first issuance of the license plate, then the department must retain the deposit; and



(2)
a plan to market the sale of the special license plate that must be approved by the department.


(C)
If the department receives less than three hundred biennial applications and renewals for a particular special license plate authorized under this section, it shall not produce additional special license plates in that series. The department shall continue to issue special license plates of that series until the existing inventory is exhausted.”

SECTION
16.
Section 56‑3‑670(A) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 62 of 2005, is amended to read:


“(A)
For the purpose of this section, farm truck is defined as a truck used exclusively by the owner for agricultural, horticultural, dairying, livestock, and poultry operations and includes transporting farm processed horticultural products, including soil amendments and mulches owned by the truck’s owner or another person, including first market.  However, farm trucks with an empty weight of less than seven thousand five hundred pounds may be used for ordinary domestic purposes and general transportation but must not be used to transport persons or property for hire.” 

SECTION
17.
Section 56‑3‑1110(A) of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“(A)
 A wartime disabled veteran who is entitled to compensation for the loss, or loss of use of one or both legs or arms, or the permanent impairment of vision in both eyes to a degree as to constitute virtual blindness and is also entitled to a special monthly statutory award by reason thereof or any South Carolina veteran classified as totally and permanently disabled due to service‑connected disabilities as determined from medical records on file with the Veterans Administration or a certificate signed by the county veterans affairs officer certifying the disability may make application for registration and license of his owned or leased private passenger motor vehicle to the Department of Motor Vehicles without accompanying such the application with the usual fee for registration and license of a vehicle of similar type. The department shall issue such the license plates upon the receipt of such an application in such the form as may be required by the department.  Not more than two disabled veteran license plates may be issued to a wartime disabled veteran.  A veteran who is issued a license plate under the provisions of this section shall not be required to reapply so long as he owns or leases the vehicle for which the plate is issued and a must provide a new certification as prescribed by this subsection at the time a new license plate is issued.  A surviving spouse of such a veteran is also eligible to obtain such plate so long as the surviving spouse does not remarry.  When a new license plate is issued to a surviving spouse, the spouse must certify on a form prescribed by the department that the spouse has not remarried.”

SECTION
18.
Chapter 3, Title 56 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:

“Article 98


Gold Star Family Special License Plates


Section 56-3-9810.
(A)
The Department of Motor Vehicles may issue Gold Star Family special license plates to owners of private passenger carrying motor vehicles registered in their names. The fee for this special license plate must be the regular motor vehicle license fee contained in Article 5, Chapter 3 of this title and the special fee required by Section 56‑3‑2020.  The license plates issued pursuant to this section must conform to a design agreed to by the department and the chief executive officer of the South Carolina Chapter of American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. or other similar organization operating in this state.  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, of the fees collected for the special license plate, the Comptroller General shall place sufficient funds into a special restricted account to be used by the Department of Motor Vehicles to defray the expenses of the Department of Motor Vehicles in producing and administering the special plate.”

SECTION
19.
Section 56‑3‑1965 of the 1976 code is repealed.

SECTION
20.
The repeal or amendment by this act of any law, whether temporary or permanent or civil or criminal, does not affect pending actions, rights, duties, or liabilities founded thereon, or alter, discharge, release or extinguish any penalty, forfeiture, or liability incurred under the repealed or amended law, unless the repealed or amended provision shall so expressly provide.  After the effective date of this act, all laws repealed or amended by this act must be taken and treated as remaining in full force and effect for the purpose of sustaining any pending or vested right, civil action, special proceeding, criminal prosecution, or appeal existing as of the effective date of this act, and for the enforcement of rights, duties, penalties, forfeitures, and liabilities as they stood under the repealed or amended laws.
SECTION
21.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑
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