A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 2‑7‑79 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT BEFORE ANY LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENT OR BEFORE ANY ACTION BY THE GOVERNOR OR HIS AGENTS WHICH WOULD IMPLEMENT OR DIRECT A CHANGE IN A STATE PROGRAM OR IN A FEDERAL PROGRAM ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE, THE BOARD OF ECONOMIC ADVISORS FIRST MUST CONDUCT A STUDY AND ISSUE A REPORT, TO PROVIDE FOR THE CONTENTS OF THE STUDY AND REPORT, AND TO PROVIDE FOR WHEN THE PROGRAM CHANGES TAKE EFFECT.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Chapter 7, Title 2 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 2‑7‑79.
(A)
Before any legislative enactment or before any action by the Governor or his agents which would implement or direct a change in a state program or in a federal program administered by the State by obtaining, granting, or withdrawing a waiver, exclusion, exemption, or other special provision which modifies the operation of the program, the Board of Economic Advisors first must conduct the study and issue the report required by this section.  The study and report shall consider the affects of the program change on the recipients, beneficiaries, and eligible population covered by the program as to the services or benefits that will be expanded, diminished, or otherwise affected and the effects of the program change on the State as the provider or administrator of the program services or benefits as to the likely initial fiscal impact in the year subsequent to implementation and the continuing fiscal impact over the five year period thereafter.  Any such action by the Governor or his agents is valid only if explicitly authorized by statute and taken by executive order or other similar instrument or device.


(B)(1)
If the change is proposed by legislative enactment, the study and report must be attached to the bill or joint resolution making the changes at the time the legislation is reported by the committee to which it was referred or by which it is introduced. No bill or joint resolution subject to the provisions of this section may receive second reading until the requirements of this section have been met.


(2)
If the change is proposed by action of the Governor or his agents, the effective date of the change must be set for a time during the regular session of the General Assembly, not later than May fifteenth, and a copy of the study and report must be provided to the Governor and the General Assembly at least six months prior to the effective date of the order or other instrument or device proposing the change.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect twenty-one days after approval by the Governor.
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