Thursday, February 9, 2006

(Statewide Session)

Indicates Matter Stricken

Indicates New Matter


The Senate assembled at 11:00 A.M., the hour to which it stood adjourned, and was called to order by the PRESIDENT.


A quorum being present, the proceedings were opened with a devotion by the Chaplain as follows:

Beloved, hear a few words from St. Luke’s Gospel (6:12):


“Now it came to pass in those days that He 
went out to the mountain 
to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God.”


Let us pray.


Father, You send Your Spirit into our hearts and we pray “Abba,” FATHER!


It is a great privilege to be Americans and South Carolinians in these days as we conclude another week of service.  You know what is good for our people.  It is important that we make right decisions for those we serve and so we come to You in prayer for Your guidance!

Amen!


The PRESIDENT called for Petitions, Memorials, Presentments of Grand Juries and such like papers.

Doctor of the Day

Senator FAIR introduced Dr. John Evans of Greenville, S.C., Doctor of the Day.

S. 1038--CO-SPONSOR ADDED


S. 1038 XE “S. 1038” \b  -- Senators Martin, Gregory, Cleary, Knotts, Richardson, Ryberg, Mescher and Scott:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 44 OF THE 1976 CODE BY ADDING CHAPTER 135, TO ENACT THE “ASBESTOS AND SILICA VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT OF 2006”, TO PROVIDE THAT, EXCEPT FOR CLAIMS BASED ON MESOTHELIOMA, NO PERSON MAY BRING OR MAINTAIN AN ASBESTOS OR SILICA CLAIM WITHOUT FIRST MAKING A PRIMA FACIE SHOWING THAT A QUALIFIED PHYSICIAN HAS DIAGNOSED THE PERSON WITH AN ASBESTOS-RELATED OR SILICA-RELATED DISEASE BASED ON THE PHYSICIAN’S ANALYSIS OF A DETAILED OCCUPATIONAL AND EXPOSURE HISTORY OF THE PERSON AND AN ANALYSIS OF THE PERSON’S MEDICAL HISTORY, TO ESTABLISH CRITERIA FOR THE REQUIRED MEDICAL DOCUMENTATION OF THE EXPOSED PERSON’S PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT, TO ESTABLISH THAT THE LIMITATIONS PERIOD FOR AN EXPOSED PERSON TO BRING AN ACTION DOES NOT BEGIN TO RUN UNTIL THE EXPOSED PERSON DISCOVERS, OR SHOULD HAVE DISCOVERED, HIS OR HER PHYSICAL IMPAIRMENT, TO LIMIT THE LIABILITY OF THE SELLER OF A PRODUCT THAT CONTAINS ASBESTOS OR SILICA WHERE THE SELLER IS NOT THE MANUFACTURER OF THE PRODUCT, TO CLARIFY THAT THIS ACT DOES NOT AFFECT THE SCOPE OR OPERATION OF ANY WORKER’S COMPENSATION LAW OR VETERANS’ BENEFIT PROGRAM, AND TO ESTABLISH CERTAIN OTHER REQUIREMENTS TO FILE AND MAINTAIN AN ASBESTOS OR SILICA CLAIM.


On motion of Senator GROOMS, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator GROOMS was added as a co-sponsor of S. 1038.

S. 1113--CO-SPONSOR ADDED


S. 1113 XE “S. 1113” \b  -- Senators Malloy, Williams, Scott, Sheheen, Cromer, Knotts, Cleary, Short, Reese, Anderson, Elliott, Ford, Jackson and Pinckney:  A SENATE RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE SENATE BANKING AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE TO CONDUCT OVERSIGHT HEARINGS WITH RESPECT TO THE OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF INSURANCE AND REPORT TO THE SENATE ITS FINDINGS AND ANY RECOMMENDATIONS RESULTING FROM THESE OVERSIGHT HEARINGS.


On motion of Senator RANKIN, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator RANKIN was added as a co-sponsor of S. 1113.

S. 802--CO-SPONSOR ADDED


S. 802 XE “S. 802” \b  -- Senators Alexander, Bryant, Knotts and Martin:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 23, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AND PUBLIC SAFETY BY ADDING CHAPTER 23, SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING COUNCIL, TO ESTABLISH A PROGRAM OF TRAINING FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND OTHER PERSONS EMPLOYED IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THE COUNCIL SHALL OVERSEE THE ACTIVITIES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY; TO AMEND SECTION 6‑11‑340, RELATING TO PROTECTION OF SPECIAL PURPOSE DISTRICTS, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE “CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY” FOR “CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY”; TO AMEND SECTION 23‑28‑30, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO TRAINING COURSES FOR RESERVE OFFICERS, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE “LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING COUNCIL” FOR “SOUTH CAROLINA CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY”; TO AMEND SECTION 23‑28‑40, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO TRAINING PROVIDED FOR RESERVE OFFICERS, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE “LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING COUNCIL” FOR “SOUTH CAROLINA CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY” AND “TRAINING COUNCIL” FOR “TRAINING ADVISORY COUNCIL”; TO AMEND SECTION 23‑47‑20, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO 911 SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE “LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING COUNCIL (CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY)” FOR “CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY” AND “LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING COUNCIL” FOR “DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY”; AND TO AMEND SECTION 40‑18‑30, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE SOUTH CAROLINA LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION, SO AS TO SUBSTITUTE “LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING COUNCIL” FOR “SOUTH CAROLINA CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY” AND TO REPEAL ARTICLE 9, CHAPTER 6, TITLE 23, RELATING TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY’S DIVISION OF TRAINING AND CONTINUING EDUCATION.


On motion of Senator MOORE, with unanimous consent, the name of Senator MOORE was added as a co-sponsor of S. 802.

RECALLED

S. 1109 XE “S. 1109” \b  -- Senator Cleary:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 701 IN GEORGETOWN COUNTY FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH NORTH STREET TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH BROWNS FERRY ROAD “AIRMAN FIRST CLASS CARL ANDERSON, JR. MEMORIAL HIGHWAY” AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR MARKERS ALONG THIS HIGHWAY THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS “AIRMAN FIRST CLASS CARL ANDERSON, JR. MEMORIAL HIGHWAY” IN HONOR OF A BRAVE SON OF SOUTH CAROLINA WHO MADE THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE WHILE DEFENDING HIS COUNTRY IN IRAQ.


Senator RYBERG asked unanimous consent to make a motion to recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation.


There was no objection.


On motion of Senator RYBERG, with unanimous consent, the Resolution was ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration.

RECALLED

H. 4040 XE “H. 4040” \b  -- Reps. Cooper and Tripp:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE PORTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA HIGHWAY 20 FROM ITS INTERSECTION WITH INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 185 (THE SOUTHERN CONNECTOR) IN GREENVILLE COUNTY TO THE BRIDGE THAT CROSSES THE SALUDA RIVER AT THE GREENVILLE-ANDERSON COUNTY LINE THE “SERGEANT JOE R. HOOPER HIGHWAY”, AND TO ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR MARKERS ALONG THIS PORTION OF HIGHWAY THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS “SERGEANT JOE R. HOOPER HIGHWAY”.


Senator RYBERG asked unanimous consent to make a motion to recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation.


There was no objection.


On motion of Senator RYBERG, with unanimous consent, the Resolution was ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration.

RECALLED

H. 4470 XE “H. 4470” \b  -- Reps. Bailey, Chellis, Harrell and Young:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION TO REQUEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION NAME THE INTERCHANGE LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 78 AND UNITED STATES HIGHWAY 15 IN THE CITY OF ST. GEORGE THE “NELL BENNETT INTERCHANGE”, AND ERECT APPROPRIATE SIGNS OR MARKERS AT THIS INTERCHANGE THAT CONTAIN THE WORDS “NELL BENNETT INTERCHANGE”.


Senator RYBERG asked unanimous consent to make a motion to recall the Resolution from the Committee on Transportation.


There was no objection.


On motion of Senator RYBERG, with unanimous consent, the Resolution was ordered placed on the Calendar for consideration.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

The following were introduced:


S. 1137 XE "
S. 1137" \b -- Senators Lourie, Peeler, McGill, Leventis, Rankin, Hayes, Malloy, Pinckney, Courson, Patterson, Ford, Short, Drummond, Elliott, Land, Setzler and Thomas:  A BILL TO ENACT THE "NURSE FACULTY SCHOLARS ACT", BY AMENDING THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLES 4 AND 8 TO CHAPTER 33, TITLE 40 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA NURSING SCHOLARS COMMISSION AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS MEMBERSHIP, POWERS, AND DUTIES, INCLUDING OVERSEEING THE NURSING FACULTY SCHOLARS PROGRAM, WHICH PROVIDES SCHOLARSHIP LOANS TO NURSES TO OBTAIN BACCALAUREATE AND MASTERS DEGREES IN NURSING, AND WHICH PROVIDES FOR LOAN FORGIVENESS IF SUCH STUDENTS TEACH NURSING IN THE STATE; AND TO ESTABLISH THE SOUTH CAROLINA CENTER FOR PROFESSIONAL NURSE RETENTION AND RECRUITMENT, TO ADDRESS ISSUES CONCERNING RECRUITMENT, RETENTION, AND UTILIZATION OF PROFESSIONAL NURSE  MANPOWER RESOURCES, TO ESTABLISH A BOARD OF DIRECTORS FOR THE CENTER AND TO PROVIDE FOR ITS MEMBERS, POWERS, AND DUTIES, AND TO ESTABLISH A HIGHER EDUCATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND A NURSE MANPOWER UTILIZATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR MEMBERS.

l:\council\bills\nbd\12063ac06.doc


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


S. 1138 XE "
S. 1138" \b -- Judiciary Committee:  A BILL TO ENACT THE "SEX OFFENDER ACCOUNTABILITY AND PROTECTION OF MINORS ACT OF 2006" BY AMENDING SECTION 16-3-20, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PUNISHMENT FOR MURDER, SO AS TO ADD TO THE LIST OF AGGRAVATING CIRCUMSTANCES THAT THE MURDER WAS COMMITTED BY A PERSON DEEMED A SEXUALLY VIOLENT PREDATOR; TO AMEND SECTION 16-3-655, RELATING TO CRIMINAL SEXUAL CONDUCT WITH A MINOR, SO AS TO REVISE THE PENALTIES; TO AMEND SECTION 23-3-460, RELATING TO ANNUAL REGISTRATION FOR LIFE FOR PURPOSES OF THE SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR REGISTRATION EVERY SIX MONTHS RATHER THAN ANNUALLY; TO AMEND SECTION 23-3-530, RELATING TO THE PROTOCOL MANUAL DEVELOPED BY THE STATE LAW ENFORCEMENT DIVISION FOR THE SEX OFFENDER REGISTRY, SO AS TO PROVIDE CERTAIN NONEXCLUSIVE REQUIREMENTS THAT MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE PROTOCOL MANUAL; TO AMEND SECTION 23-3-540, RELATING TO THE ELECTRONIC MONITORING OF SEX OFFENDERS, SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE PERSONS WHO SHALL OR MAY BE ELECTRONICALLY MONITORED AND TO ESTABLISH THE PROCEDURES FOR MONITORING SUCH PERSONS; AND TO AMEND SECTION 23-3-550, RELATING TO HARBORING OR CONCEALING SEX OFFENDERS, SO AS TO REVISE THE OFFENSE OF ASSISTING OR HARBORING UNREGISTERED SEX OFFENDERS.

l:\s-jud\bills\mcconnell\jud0049.gfm.doc


Read the first time and ordered placed on the Calendar without reference.


H. 3921 XE "
H. 3921" \b -- Reps. Clemmons and Martin:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 40-15-172 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT MOBILE DENTAL FACILITIES OR PORTABLE DENTAL OPERATIONS MUST BE REGISTERED WITH THE STATE BOARD OF DENTISTRY, TO PROVIDE REGISTRATION CRITERIA, AND TO ESTABLISH FACILITY OPERATION REQUIREMENTS.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


H. 3993 XE "
H. 3993" \b -- Rep. Edge:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 43-31-170 SO AS TO PROVIDE TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENTS THAT A COUNSELOR FOR THE STATE AGENCY OF VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION SHALL MEET.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


H. 4301 XE "
H. 4301" \b -- Reps. G. M. Smith, Bailey, Harrison, Altman, Vaughn, G. R. Smith, Battle, Kirsh, M. A. Pitts, Coates, Moody-Lawrence, Toole, Vick, Littlejohn, Sandifer, Owens, Ceips, Funderburk, Weeks, Rice, Simrill, Chellis, Viers and Duncan:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 6, CHAPTER 11, TITLE 16 SO AS TO ENACT THE "PROTECTION OF PERSONS AND PROPERTY ACT", TO DEFINE THE TERMS "DWELLING", "GREAT BODILY INJURY", "RESIDENCE", AND "VEHICLE", TO AUTHORIZE THE LAWFUL USE OF DEADLY FORCE AGAINST AN INTRUDER OR ATTACKER IN A PERSON'S DWELLING, RESIDENCE, OR OCCUPIED VEHICLE UNDER CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, TO PROVIDE EXCEPTIONS, TO PROVIDE THAT THERE IS NO DUTY TO RETREAT IF THE PERSON IS IN A PLACE WHERE HE HAS A RIGHT TO BE, INCLUDING THE PERSON'S PLACE OF BUSINESS, AND THE USE OF DEADLY FORCE IS NECESSARY TO PREVENT DEATH, GREAT BODILY INJURY, OR THE COMMISSION OF A VIOLENT CRIME, AND TO PROVIDE THAT A PERSON WHO LAWFULLY USES DEADLY FORCE IS IMMUNE FROM CRIMINAL PROSECUTION AND CIVIL ACTION AND MAY NOT BE ARRESTED UNLESS PROBABLE CAUSE EXISTS THAT THE DEADLY FORCE USED WAS UNLAWFUL.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 4450 XE "
H. 4450" \b -- Reps. Cotty, Harrell, Merrill, Walker, Ballentine, Haley, Chellis, E. H. Pitts, Townsend, Clark, Altman, Bailey, Bales, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Cato, Ceips, Clyburn, Coleman, Cooper, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Frye, Hagood, Harrison, Haskins, Herbkersman, Hinson, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mahaffey, Martin, Phillips, Pinson, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Sandifer, Scarborough, G. M. Smith, J. R. Smith, Thompson, Toole, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, White, Whitmire, Young, W. D. Smith, Kirsh, Huggins, Hamilton, McGee and Stewart:  A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO ARTICLE X OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO FINANCE AND TAXATION, BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 1A SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT FAIR MARKET VALUE OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF PROPERTY TAX MEANS ITS FAIR MARKET VALUE WHEN OWNERSHIP OF THE REAL PROPERTY LAST WAS TRANSFERRED, INCREASED BY THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF IMPROVEMENTS TO THE REAL PROPERTY SINCE OWNERSHIP OF THE REAL PROPERTY LAST WAS TRANSFERRED, TO PROVIDE THAT THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY LAW MAY DEFINE AN OWNERSHIP TRANSFER AND AN IMPROVEMENT TO REAL PROPERTY, AND MAY ESTABLISH A BASE YEAR FOR DETERMINING INITIAL FAIR MARKET VALUE FOR PURPOSES OF THIS NEW SECTION; AND TO AMEND SECTION 3, ARTICLE X, RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS, SO AS TO PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION FROM PROPERTY TAX EQUAL TO ONE HUNDRED PERCENT OF THE FAIR MARKET VALUE OF A HOMESTEAD AS PRESCRIBED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY BY LAW, AND TO PROVIDE THAT THIS ADDITIONAL EXEMPTION DOES NOT APPLY WITH RESPECT TO PROPERTY TAX IMPOSED FOR PAYMENT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION DEBT.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Judiciary.


H. 4542 XE "
H. 4542" \b -- Education and Public Works Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3017, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


H. 4543 XE "
H. 4543" \b -- Education and Public Works Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, RELATING TO LIFE SCHOLARSHIP, SC HOPE SCHOLARSHIP, AND PALMETTO FELLOWS SCHOLARSHIP APPEALS REGULATIONS, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3018, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Education.


H. 4580 XE "
H. 4580" \b -- Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION-BOARD OF NURSING, RELATING TO SUPERVISING LICENSEES, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3030, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


H. 4581 XE "
H. 4581" \b -- Medical, Military, Public and Municipal Affairs Committee:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO APPROVE REGULATIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR, LICENSING AND REGULATION-BOARD OF NURSING, RELATING TO NURSE LICENSURE COMPACT, DESIGNATED AS REGULATION DOCUMENT NUMBER 3035, PURSUANT TO THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 1, CHAPTER 23, TITLE 1 OF THE 1976 CODE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Medical Affairs.


H. 4594 XE "
H. 4594" \b -- Reps. Vick, Witherspoon, Clemmons and Hardwick:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 12-6-5595 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT FOR PURPOSES OF THE NONRECOGNITION OF GAIN UNDER SECTION 1031 OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE CODE AND COMPARABLE PROVISIONS OF STATE LAW, THE CONVEYANCE BY TIMBER DEED OF THE RIGHT TO CUT STANDING TIMBER IS CONSIDERED A CONVEYANCE OF A REAL PROPERTY INTEREST AND AS SUCH UNDER THE LAWS OF THIS STATE IS A LIKE-KIND EXCHANGE WITH OTHER SIMILAR CONVEYANCES OF A REAL PROPERTY INTEREST OR WITH CONVEYANCES OF SIMILAR INVESTMENT REAL PROPERTY OWNED IN FEE SIMPLE.


Read the first time and referred to the Committee on Finance.


H. 4640 XE "
H. 4640" \b -- Reps. Haskins, Agnew, Allen, Altman, Anderson, Anthony, Bailey, Bales, Ballentine, Bannister, Barfield, Battle, Bingham, Bowers, Brady, Branham, Breeland, G. Brown, J. Brown, R. Brown, Cato, Ceips, Chalk, Chellis, Clark, Clemmons, Clyburn, Coates, Cobb-Hunter, Coleman, Cooper, Cotty, Dantzler, Davenport, Delleney, Duncan, Edge, Emory, Frye, Funderburk, Govan, Hagood, Haley, Hamilton, Hardwick, Harrell, Harrison, Hayes, Herbkersman, J. Hines, M. Hines, Hinson, Hiott, Hodges, Hosey, Howard, Huggins, Jefferson, Jennings, Kennedy, Kirsh, Leach, Limehouse, Littlejohn, Loftis, Lucas, Mack, Mahaffey, Martin, McCraw, McGee, McLeod, Merrill, Miller, Mitchell, Moody-Lawrence, J. H. Neal, J. M. Neal, Neilson, Norman, Ott, Owens, Parks, Perry, Phillips, Pinson, E. H. Pitts, M. A. Pitts, Rhoad, Rice, Rivers, Rutherford, Sandifer, Scarborough, Scott, Simrill, Sinclair, Skelton, D. C. Smith, F. N. Smith, G. M. Smith, G. R. Smith, J. E. Smith, J. R. Smith, W. D. Smith, Stewart, Talley, Taylor, Thompson, Toole, Townsend, Tripp, Umphlett, Vaughn, Vick, Viers, Walker, Weeks, Whipper, White, Whitmire, Witherspoon and Young:  A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION HONORING MRS. TRUDY FREMONT OF GREENVILLE COUNTY AND RECOGNIZING HER STRENGTH AND PERSEVERANCE AS A DEVOTED CAREGIVER FOR MANY YEARS, HER DEDICATION AS A WIFE AND MOTHER, HER MANY AND VARIED CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE COMMUNITY, AND TAKING NOTICE OF THE FINE EXAMPLE SHE SETS FOR HER FELLOW SOUTH CAROLINIANS.


The Concurrent Resolution was adopted, ordered returned to the House.

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO A CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED LOCAL AND STATEWIDE CALENDAR.
THIRD READING BILL

The following Joint Resolution was read the third time and ordered sent to the House of Representatives:


S. 1031 XE “S. 1031” \b  -- Senators Campsen, McConnell, Martin, Peeler, Bryant, Mescher, Grooms, Hayes, Ryberg, Richardson, Fair, Leatherman, Alexander, Scott, Gregory, Thomas, Courson, O’Dell, Ritchie, Verdin, Leventis, Ford and Drummond:  A JOINT RESOLUTION PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO SECTION 13, ARTICLE I OF THE CONSTITUTION OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1895, RELATING TO THE TAKING OF PRIVATE PROPERTY, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT PRIVATE PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE CONDEMNED BY EMINENT DOMAIN FOR ANY PURPOSE OR BENEFIT, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, THE PURPOSE OR BENEFIT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, UNLESS THE CONDEMNATION IS FOR PUBLIC USE.

SECOND READING BILLS

The following Bills and Joint Resolution, having been read the second time, were ordered placed on the Third Reading Calendar:


H. 4385 XE “H. 4385” \b  -- Reps. Chalk and Herbkersman:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 596 OF 1969, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE HILTON HEAD NO. 1 PUBLIC SERVICE DISTRICT IN BEAUFORT COUNTY, SO AS TO EXTEND THE TERMS OF COMMISSIONERS CURRENTLY SERVING BY ONE YEAR SO AS TO HAVE THEIR ELECTION IN EVEN‑NUMBERED YEARS.

H. 4385--Ordered to a Third Reading

On motion of Senator RICHARDSON, H. 4385 was ordered to receive a third reading on Friday, February 10, 2006.


S. 1136 XE “S. 1136” \b  -- Senators Knotts, Cromer, Setzler and Courson:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 378 OF 2004, THE LEXINGTON COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT PROPERTY RELIEF ACT, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE REVENUES ALLOTTED TO A SCHOOL DISTRICT BE USED TO PROVIDE A NONREFUNDABLE CREDIT AGAINST THE SCHOOL PROPERTY TAX LIABILITY ON PROPERTY TAXABLE IN THE DISTRICT AND THAT THE LIABILITY BE DETERMINED BY USING THE APPRAISED VALUE OF THE TAXABLE PROPERTY BEFORE THE HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION IN SECTION 12‑37‑250.

S. 1136--Ordered to a Third Reading

On motion of Senator KNOTTS, S. 1136 was ordered to receive a third reading on Friday, February 10, 2006.


S. 991 XE “S. 991” \b  -- Senators Ryberg, Land and Moore:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 34‑21‑40, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO SECURING OF FUNDS RECEIVED OR HELD IN TRUST BY A BANK OR TRUST COMPANY, SO AS TO FURTHER PROVIDE FOR ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF SECURITY.


S. 1012 XE “S. 1012” \b  -- Senators McConnell, Ritchie and Ford:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 2‑19‑70, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO PLEDGING, SO AS TO PROHIBIT A PERSON OR JUDICIAL CANDIDATE FROM DIRECTLY OR INDIRECTLY SEEKING THE PLEDGE OF A MEMBER OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY REGARDING SCREENING FOR ANY JUDICIAL OFFICE UNTIL THE QUALIFICATIONS OF ALL THE CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN DETERMINED BY THE JUDICIAL MERIT SELECTION COMMISSION AND THE COMMISSION HAS FORMALLY RELEASED ITS REPORT.


Senator RITCHIE explained the Bill.


S. 1114 XE “S. 1114” \b  -- Senator Thomas:  A BILL TO AMEND SECTION 34-1-20 OF THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO THE APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE STATE BOARD OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, TO PROVIDE THAT ONE MEMBER OF THE BOARD MUST BE A RESTRICTED OR SUPERVISED LENDER RECOMMENDED BY THE INDEPENDENT CONSUMER FINANCE ASSOCIATION.


S. 1135 XE “S. 1135” \b  -- Senator Thomas:  A JOINT RESOLUTION TO ALLOW PALMETTOPRIDE TO PRESENT A TROPHY TO THE WINNER OF THE ANNUAL CLEMSON UNIVERSITY‑UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA FOOTBALL GAME.

AMENDED, READ THE SECOND TIME

S. 150 XE "S. 150" \b  -- Senators Campsen, Fair and Richardson:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 20‑3‑240 TO ENACT THE “FAMILY COURT FINANCIAL PRIVACY ACT” SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A FINANCIAL DECLARATION MADE A PART OF THE RECORD IN A MATTER BEFORE THE FAMILY COURT IS CONFIDENTIAL AND NOT SUBJECT TO DISCLOSURE TO THE PUBLIC; AND TO AMEND SECTION 30‑4‑40, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO EXEMPTIONS FROM THE FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, SO AS TO EXEMPT FINANCIAL DECLARATIONS IN MATTERS BEFORE THE FAMILY COURT.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the second reading of the Bill.


Senators CAMPSEN and MALLOY proposed the following amendment  (JUD0150.003), which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, page 1, by striking line 41 in its entirety and inserting therein the following:


/
except on order of the court.”

/


Amend title to conform.

Senator CAMPSEN explained the amendment.


The amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

MINORITY REPORT REMOVED

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED

 READ THE SECOND TIME

H. 3193 XE "H. 3193" \b  -- Reps. W.D. Smith, Clemmons, Barfield, Viers, Edge, Miller, Anderson and Hardwick:  A BILL TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 59‑53‑110 SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT A TECHNICAL EDUCATION INSTITUTION UNDER THE CONTROL OF THE STATE BOARD FOR TECHNICAL AND COMPREHENSIVE EDUCATION MAY CHANGE ITS NAME PURSUANT TO CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES.


Senator COURSON asked unanimous consent to take the Bill up for immediate consideration.


There was no objection.


Senator LEVENTIS asked unanimous consent to remove his name from the minority report on the Bill.


There was no objection.


The minority report was removed.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Education.


The Committee on Education proposed the following amendment  (SWB\6505SJ05), which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:


/ SECTION
1.
Article 1, Chapter 53, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59‑53‑15.
Notwithstanding the name of the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education established by law, the board may change its name to the State Board for Technical Community Colleges.”


SECTION
2.
The fourth undesignated paragraph of Section 59‑63‑20 of the 1976 Code is amended to read:


“All If the name change pursuant to Section 59‑53‑15 is adopted, all courses, programs, and institutions within the jurisdiction of the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education must be identified and administered as the South Carolina Technical Education Community College System.” 


SECTION
3.
Article 1, Chapter 53, Title 59 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 59‑53‑110.  Notwithstanding the name of an institution in the Code, a technical education institution under the control of the State Board for Technical and Comprehensive Education may retain the name ‘Technical College’ or change its name to ‘Technical Community College’ upon a majority vote of the area commission of the institution.  The area commission shall notify the Secretary of State of a name change of a technical education institution.”


SECTION
4.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor. /


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

The committee amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

COMMITTEE AMENDMENT ADOPTED

READ THE SECOND TIME

H. 4513 XE “H. 4513” \b  -- Reps. Cobb‑Hunter, Ceips, Hinson, Leach and M.A. Pitts:  A BILL TO AMEND ACT 166 OF 2005, RELATING TO CRIMINAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE OFFENSES AND THEIR PENALTIES, SO AS TO EXTEND THE TIME PERIOD THAT THE STUDY COMMITTEE ON CRIMINAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ISSUES CREATED BY THIS ACT IS SCHEDULED TO REPORT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY FROM FEBRUARY 15, 2006, TO THE APPROPRIATE TIME AFTER THE COMMITTEE HAS DETERMINED ITS RECOMMENDATIONS AND A FINAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IS SUBMITTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.


The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Judiciary.


The Committee on Judiciary proposed the following amendment  (JUD4513.001), which was adopted:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting therein the following:


/
SECTION
1.
Section 16 of Act 166 of 2005 is amended to read:


“SECTION 16.
A study committee composed of five members of the Senate, appointed by the President Pro Tempore, and five members of the House of Representatives, appointed by the Speaker, is created to study the criminal domestic violence law of the State, the effects of criminal domestic violence on victims, perpetrators, and the economy of the State, and the status of the state’s current domestic violence prevention programs, and recommend appropriate changes to the General Assembly by February 15, 2006 no later than June 1, 2006.”


SECTION
2.
This act takes effects upon approval by the Governor./


Amend title to conform.

Senator RITCHIE explained the committee amendment.


The committee amendment was adopted.


There being no further amendments, the Bill was read the second time, passed and ordered to a third reading.

CARRIED OVER


S. 1082 XE "S. 1082"  -- Senators Moore, Rankin, Alexander and McConnell:  A BILL TO AMEND THE 1976 CODE, RELATING TO VARIOUS POWERS, DUTIES, AND FUNCTIONS OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION, TO CONFORM THESE PROVISIONS TO ACT 175 OF 2004.

(ABBREVIATED TITLE)


On motion of Senator MOORE, with unanimous consent, the Bill was carried over.

THE CALL OF THE UNCONTESTED CALENDAR HAVING BEEN COMPLETED, THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE MOTION PERIOD.
MOTION ADOPTED


Pursuant to the provisions of Rule 1, Senator McCONNELL moved that when the Senate adjourns on Tuesday, February 14, 2006, it stand adjourned to meet at 11:00 A.M. on Wednesday, February 15, 2006.  


There was no objection and the motion was adopted.  

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator MARTIN, the Senate agreed to dispense with the Motion Period.  

THE SENATE PROCEEDED TO THE SPECIAL ORDERS.
DEBATE INTERRUPTED


S. 1028 XE “S. 1028” \b  -- Senators McConnell, Leatherman, Thomas, Hayes, Martin, Short, Alexander, Richardson, Ritchie, Sheheen, Campsen, Williams, Knotts, Courson, Mescher and Ford:  A BILL TO AMEND TITLE 12, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING ARTICLE 25 IN CHAPTER 37, ENACTING THE “SOUTH CAROLINA PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT REFORM ACT”, SO AS TO PROVIDE FOR A “POINT OF SALE” VALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF THE PROPERTY TAX AND TO PROVIDE ALTERNATE METHODS WHICH MAY BE USED IN COUNTIES FOR THE VALUATION OF REAL PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF PROPERTY THAT INCLUDE A CURRENT FAIR MARKET VALUE METHOD, A CURRENT FAIR MARKET VALUE METHOD SUBJECT TO ANNUAL LIMITS IN INCREASES IN THE VALUE OF SUCH VALUE ATTRIBUTABLE TO INFLATION, AND A FAIR MARKET VALUE METHOD DETERMINED IN COUNTYWIDE APPRAISALS IMPLEMENTED EVERY FIFTH YEAR; TO AMEND SECTION 4‑9‑1210, RELATING TO THE INITIATIVE METHOD OF ENACTING COUNTY ORDINANCES, SO AS TO ALLOW THIS PROCESS TO INCLUDE ORDINANCES ENACTING A REAL PROPERTY VALUATION METHOD PERMITTED BY THIS ACT; TO AMEND SECTION 6‑1‑50, RELATING TO FINANCIAL REPORTS, SO AS TO REQUIRE SUBMISSION OF FINANCIAL REPORTS TO THE BUDGET AND CONTROL BOARD, OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND STATISTICS, ECONOMIC RESEARCH SECTION; TO AMEND SECTION 12‑37‑251, RELATING TO THE RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION, SO AS TO DELETE REFERENCES TO THE ROLLBACK CALCULATIONS REQUIRED AFTER REASSESSMENT; TO AMEND SECTION 12‑43‑220, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO THE CLASSIFICATION OF AND VALUATION OF PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF PROPERTY TAX, SO AS TO CONFORM VALUATION REFERENCES FOR REAL PROPERTY; TO REPEAL SECTION 12‑37‑223A, RELATING TO THE COUNTY OPTION PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION LIMITING INCREASES IN VALUE DUE TO REASSESSMENT; AND TO REPEAL SECTIONS 12‑43‑210, 12‑43‑217, 12‑43‑250, 12‑43‑260, AND 12‑43‑295, ALL RELATING TO PROPERTY TAX AND ALL MADE OBSOLETE BY THE PROVISIONS OF THIS ACT.

The Senate proceeded to a consideration of the Bill, the question being the adoption of the amendment proposed by the Committee on Judiciary.


Senator MARTIN spoke on the committee amendment.  


On motion of Senator MARTIN, debate was interrupted by adjournment.  

MOTION ADOPTED


On motion of Senator ANDERSON, with unanimous consent, the Senate stood adjourned out of respect to the memory of Mr. Jesse E. Allen, Jr. of Greenville, S.C., beloved brother of Representative Karl Allen.  

ADJOURNMENT

At 12:34 P.M., on motion of Senator MARTIN, the Senate adjourned to meet tomorrow at 11:00 A.M. under the provisions of Rule 1 for the purpose of taking up local matters and uncontested matters which have previously received unanimous consent to be taken up.

* * *
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