A BILL

TO AMEND CHAPTER 1, TITLE 23 OF THE 1976 CODE, BY ADDING SECTION 23-1-235 TO PROVIDE THAT A SPOUSE OR DEPENDENT OF A LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER OR FIREFIGHTER KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY MAY CONTINUE TO RECEIVE HEALTH AND DENTAL BENEFITS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Chapter 1, Title 23 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 23-1-235.
A spouse or dependent of a person covered by a health or dental plan of a state or local law enforcement officer, or a local firefighter who is killed in the line of duty after January 1, 2007, shall receive equivalent coverage under the plans provided for by the law enforcement or firefighting agency for a period of twelve months and the State shall be responsible for paying the full premium costs to the appropriate agency or political subdivision.  After the twelve-month period, the State must continue to pay the appropriate agency or political subdivision the amount of the premium that the agency or political subdivision paid during the officer’s employment.  The spouse or dependent must pay the remaining portion of the premium.  A spouse is eligible for state-paid premiums under this section until the spouse remarries.  A dependent is eligible for state-paid premiums under this section until the dependent's eligibility for coverage under the plans would ordinarily terminate.”
SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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