A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 20‑7‑25 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE JOINT CITIZENS AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, TO PROVIDE FOR ITS MEMBERSHIP, POWERS, AND DUTIES, AND TO DIRECT THE COMMITTEE TO STUDY ISSUES RELATING TO CHILDREN AS IT MAY UNDERTAKE OR AS DIRECTED OR REQUESTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 1, Chapter 7, Title 20 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 20‑7‑25.
There is established the Joint Citizens and Legislative Committee on Children to be composed of three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, three members of the Senate to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore, and three members to be appointed by the Governor.  The director of the Department of Juvenile Justice, the director of the Department of Social Services, and the director of the Department of Mental Health shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting members of the committee.  Members appointed by the Governor must not be employees of the State of South Carolina.  Members serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority.  The committee shall study issues relating to children as the committee may undertake or as may be requested or directed by the General Assembly.  The committee may contract for legal research and support services.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑

[1011]
1

