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THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

To whom was referred a Bill (S. 1011) to amend the Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, by adding Section 20‑7‑25 so as to establish the Joint Citizens and Legislative Committee on Children, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking SECTION 1 in its entirety and inserting:


/
SECTION
1.
Article 1, Chapter 7, Title 20 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 20‑7‑25.
(A)
There is established the Joint Citizens and Legislative Committee on Children to be composed of three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, three members of the Senate to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore, and three members to be appointed by the Governor.  The director of the Department of Juvenile Justice, the director of the Department of Social Services, the director of the Department of Disabilities and Special Needs, the superintendent of the Department of Education, and the director of the Department of Mental Health shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting members of the committee.  Members appointed by the Governor must not be employees of the State of South Carolina.  Members serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority.  The committee shall study issues relating to children as the committee may undertake or as may be requested or directed by the General Assembly.  The committee may contract for all necessary legal research and support services, subject to funding as provided in subsection (E).


(B)
The committee shall become operative on July 1, 2008.  The committee must submit an annual written report to the Governor, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House no later than the first of February, commencing in 2009.  The report must detail the work of the committee, account for the committee’s expenditures, and provide any findings and recommendations the committee develops relating to children’s issues it has studied.


(C)
The staffing for the committee must be provided by the Children’s Law Center of the University of South Carolina School of Law, subject to funding as provided in subsection (E).


(D)
The committee members are eligible for per diem and mileage as provided by law for members of state boards, committees, and commissions.


(E)
The committee shall receive funding as may be provided in the annual general appropriations act or from any other source.


(F)
The committee shall terminate and shall cease to exist effective December 31, 2015, unless the General Assembly reauthorizes its continued existence beyond that date by legislation.”

/


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

JAMES H. RITCHIE, JR. for Committee.

            
STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT
ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES:

A Cost to the General Fund (See Below)

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT ON FEDERAL & OTHER FUND EXPENDITURES:

$0 (No additional expenditures or savings are expected)

EXPLANATION OF IMPACT:

The Senate and the House of Representatives


The Legislature indicates there will be an additional cost for the proposed bill.  The committee will consist of 12 members with 6 legislators and 6 non-legislators.  The cost per legislator per one-day meeting is $245 per person, and the cost per non-legislator per one-day meeting is $190.  The total per day cost will be $2,610.  This estimate assumes existing resources would be use to provide legal research and support services to the committee.     


Approved By:

Harry Bell


Office of State Budget

A BILL

TO AMEND THE CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, BY ADDING SECTION 20‑7‑25 SO AS TO ESTABLISH THE JOINT CITIZENS AND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON CHILDREN, TO PROVIDE FOR ITS MEMBERSHIP, POWERS, AND DUTIES, AND TO DIRECT THE COMMITTEE TO STUDY ISSUES RELATING TO CHILDREN AS IT MAY UNDERTAKE OR AS DIRECTED OR REQUESTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Article 1, Chapter 7, Title 20 of the 1976 Code is amended by adding:


“Section 20‑7‑25.
There is established the Joint Citizens and Legislative Committee on Children to be composed of three members of the House of Representatives appointed by the Speaker of the House, three members of the Senate to be appointed by the President Pro Tempore, and three members to be appointed by the Governor.  The director of the Department of Juvenile Justice, the director of the Department of Social Services, and the director of the Department of Mental Health shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting members of the committee.  Members appointed by the Governor must not be employees of the State of South Carolina.  Members serve at the pleasure of the appointing authority.  The committee shall study issues relating to children as the committee may undertake or as may be requested or directed by the General Assembly.  The committee may contract for legal research and support services.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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