A SENATE RESOLUTION

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. ROBERT LEE GROOMS, SR., AND EXPRESSING SINCERE GRATITUDE FOR HIS LIFE OF FRIENDSHIP AND LEADERSHIP TO MANY ACROSS THE STATE AND WITHIN HIS COMMUNITY.

Whereas, Mr. Robert Lee Grooms, Sr., was born August 1, 1933, in Lamar, South Carolina; and


Whereas, Mr. Robert Lee Grooms, Sr., was the son of the late Louis and Lillie Braxton Grooms; and

Whereas, Mr. Grooms married the former Ola Mae Toney on July 28, 1956, and they had two children; and

Whereas, Mr. Grooms was educated in the public schools of Darlington County and graduated from Spaulding High School in 1951.  He later graduated from Benedict College with a Bachelor of Science in Biology and received his Master’s degree at Fisk University.  He later matriculated at the University of South Carolina where he received a “Six Year Advance Certificate”; and

Whereas, Mr. Grooms served in the United States Army during the Korean conflict for two years as a communications specialist and received an honorable discharge in 1958; and


Whereas, Mr. Grooms was employed with the Darlington County School District for thirty-two years until his retirement in 1988.  He began his education career as a classroom teacher, then served as Principal of Spaulding Elementary School, Spaulding Middle School, and Spaulding High School; and

Whereas, Mr. Grooms served as a member of the Lamar Town Council, as Mayor Pro Tem, and was later elected mayor of Lamar where he served for twelve years; and

Whereas, Mr. Grooms was a lifetime member of Bethany Baptist Church where he demonstrated his Christian teachings through his participation and involvement in many aspects of church growth.  He became Superintendent of the church’s Sunday school at the age of fourteen where he served for many years.  He also served as past chair of the Deacon and Trustee Boards; and

Whereas, Mr. Grooms was a member of the David Temple Masonic Lodge #45 of Lamar, a member of Ashland Consistory #246, and a member of the Omega Psi Fraternity, Alpha Beta Beta Chapter of Hartsville; and

Whereas, Mr. Grooms was a member of the Darlington County Task Force for Progress, the Darlington County Council on Aging, the Darlington County 20/20 Organization, the Darlington County Community Action Agency, the Darlington County Development Board, the Darlington County Water and Sewer Authority, the South Carolina Council of Black Mayors, the South Carolina Association of Special Purpose Districts, the South Carolina Law Enforcement Training Council, the National Housing and Urban Development Regional Advisory Council, and the Community Development of the Atlanta Regional Office; and

Whereas, for the past several years of his life, Mr. Grooms has served as a member of the Board of Directors of the South Carolina Association of Special Purpose Districts, serving his obligation with enthusiasm and dedication; and

Whereas, Mr. Robert Lee Grooms, Sr., after an active and productive life of seventy-four years, died on December 29, 2007.  Now, therefore,

Be it resolved by the Senate:

That the members of the South Carolina Senate, by this resolution, express their gratitude for the life of Mr. Robert Lee Grooms, Sr., for his years of friendship and leadership to many across the State and within his community, and extend heartfelt sympathy to his family and friends upon his death; and

Be it further resolved that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the family of Mr. Robert Lee Grooms, Sr.
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