A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 50‑1‑30, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO CLASSIFICATIONS OF BIRDS, ANIMALS, AND FISH, SO AS TO DEFINE FRESHWATER GAME FISH AND SALTWATER GAME FISH; TO AMEND SECTION 50‑5‑1705, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO CERTAIN CATCH LIMITS ON SALTWATER GAME FISH SO AS TO DELETE THE DEFINITION OF SALTWATER GAME FISH AND MODIFY OR ELIMINATE CATCH LIMITS ON CERTAIN SALTWATER GAME FISH; TO AMEND SECTION 50‑5‑1710, AS AMENDED, RELATING TO SIZE LIMITS ON SALTWATER GAME FISH, SO AS TO MODIFY SIZE LIMITS ON SALTWATER GAME FISH AND CERTAIN OTHER GAME FISH; AND TO REPEAL SECTION 50‑5‑1711, RELATING TO LIMITS ON TAKING, POSSESSION, OR SELLING DOLPHINS AND MAHI MAHI, AND THE HARVEST, POSSESSION, OR SALE OF SARGASSUM, AND TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 50‑1‑30 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 181 of 1994, is further amended to read:


“Section 50‑1‑30.
For the purpose of Chapters 1 through 19 of this title the following classifications shall must be recognized: 


(1)
Game birds. ‑ morning Morning dove, bob white quail, ruffed grouse, wild turkey, Wilson snipe, woodcock, the Anatidae (commonly known as goose, brant, and duck), and the Rallidae (commonly known as marsh hen, coot, gallinule, and rail). 


(2)
English sparrow, pigeon, and starling.  These birds are unprotected by South Carolina law. 


(3)
Nongame birds. ‑   All native birds not named in items (1) and (2) of this section are nongame birds and shall not be destroyed in any manner at any time, except as otherwise provided by law. 


(4)
Game animals.  Beaver, black bear, bobcat, white‑tailed deer, fox, mink, muskrat, opossum, otter, rabbit, raccoon, skunk, squirrel, and weasel. 


(5)
Game Freshwater game fish.  Bream:  bluegill, redear or shellcracker or government bream, copperface or bald bream, redbreast, pumpkinseed or redeye bream, green sunfish, longear sunfish, orangespotted sunfish, stumpknocker, warmouth or flyer;  blackbass;  largemouth bass, smallmouth bass or coosae bass;  striped bass or rockfish;  white bass;  hybrid striped bass‑white bass;  crappie;  walleye or sauger;  jackfish, pickerel or redfin trout;  rainbow, brown or brook trout;  yellow perch and Virginia or white perch (Morone Americana).


(6)
Saltwater game fish.  Spotted seatrout (Cynoscion nebulosus); red drum channel bass (Sciaenops ocellatus); tarpon (Megalophus atlanticus); and any species of billfish of the family Istiophoridae.”

SECTION
2.
Section 50‑5‑1705 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 105 of 2001, is further amended to read:


“Section 50‑5‑1705.
(A)
Spotted seatrout (winter trout), Cynoscion nebulosus;  red drum (channel bass), Sciaenops ocellatus;  tarpon, Megalops atlanticus;  and any species of billfish of the family Istiophoridae are saltwater gamefish. 


(B)
As used in this article, a day means sunrise on one day to sunrise on the following day.


(B)
Subject to size limits provided elsewhere in this chapter, it is unlawful for a person to take or have in his possession in any one day more than:



(1)
ten spotted seatrout (Cynoscin nebulosus);



(2)
two red drum channel bass (Sciaenopus ocellatus);



(3)
five black drum (Pogonias cromis);



(4)
twenty flounder (Paralichthys) taken by means of gig, spear, hook and line, or other similar device;



(5)
twenty flounder (Paralichthys) at any time while on a boat;



(6)
ten weakfish (Cynoscion regalis); and



(7)
forty of any combination of:




(a)
spot (Leiostomus xanthurus);




(b)
whiting (Menticirrhus);




(c)
Atlantic croaker (Micropognias undulates); or




(d)
silver perch (Bairdiella chrysoura).


(C)
It is unlawful for a person to take or have in possession more than ten spotted seatrout in any one day. 


(D)
It is unlawful for a person to take or have in possession more than two red drum in any one day. 


(E)
It is unlawful for a person to take or have in possession more than one tarpon in any one day. 


(F)
It is unlawful for a person to take or possess more than twenty flounder (Paralichthys species) taken by means of gig, spear, hook and line, or similar device in any one day. 


(G)
It is unlawful to gig for spotted seatrout or red drum from December 1 through the last day of February inclusive. 


(H)
The possession limits do not apply to the possession or sale of properly identified fish imported by seafood dealers or produced by permitted mariculture operations, or to possession as allowed under permit authorized by this chapter. It is unlawful for a person to take or have in his possession hardhead catfish (Ariopsis) or gafftopsail catfish (Bagre marinus).”

SECTION
3.
Section 50‑5‑1710 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 105 of 2001, is further amended to read:


“Section 50‑5‑1710.
(A)
Except as provided in Article 21, it is unlawful to take, possess, land, sell, purchase, or attempt to sell or purchase: 



(1)
spotted seatrout (Cynoscion nebulosus) (winter trout) of less than thirteen to fourteen inches in total length; 



(2)
flounder (Paralichthys) of less than twelve fourteen inches total length; 



(3)
red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) (channel bass or spottail bass) of less than fifteen inches in total length, or more than twenty‑four inches in total length; or 



(4)
black sea bass (Centropristis striata) of less than ten inches in total length.  black drum (Pogonias cromis) of less than fourteen inches in total length or more than twenty‑seven inches in total length; or



(5)
weakfish (Cynoscion regalis) of less than fourteen inches in total length.


(B)
The finfish species named in this section must be brought to the dock or landed with head and tail fin intact except for product produced by mariculture operations permitted under this chapter, provided that returning fish of unlawful size immediately to the water does not constitute a violation. Black seabass sold or offered for sale must be processed, marketed, and sold to the ultimate consumer with head and tail fins intact. A commercial retailer or restaurant may remove the head at the request of the ultimate consumer after completion of the transaction but before transfer of the purchase or serving of the dish.”

SECTION
4.
Section 50-5-1711 of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 320 of 2000, is repealed.

SECTION
5.
If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, or word of this act is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holding shall not affect the constitutionality or validity of the remaining portions of this act, the General Assembly hereby declaring that it would have passed this act, and each and every section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, clause, phrase, and word thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more other sections, subsections, paragraphs, subparagraphs, sentences, clauses, phrases, or words hereof may be declared to be unconstitutional, invalid, or otherwise ineffective.

SECTION
6.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.

‑‑‑‑XX‑‑‑‑

[3150]
4

