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THE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

To whom was referred a Bill (H. 3478) to amend Section 20‑7‑1315, as amended, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, relating to wage withholding for the collection and enforcement of child support, etc., respectfully

REPORT:

That they have duly and carefully considered the same and recommend that the same do pass with amendment:


Amend the bill, as and if amended, by striking all after the enacting words and inserting:


/SECTION
1.
Section 20‑7‑1315(B) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 71 of 1997, is further amended by adding at the end:


“(4)
If an obligor, whose wages are not withheld and who is not required to pay through the family court, is found to be, or is found to have been, delinquent pursuant to an order for support in an amount equal to three or more month’s support obligation, the court, upon such finding, shall may order wage withholding to begin immediately for the payment of the obligor’s support obligation, even if the arrearage has been fully or partially paid at the time of the hearing.”


SECTION
2.
Section 20‑7‑420(17) of the 1976 Code, as amended by Act 287 of 1996, is further amended to read:


“(17)
To make all orders for support run until further order of the court, except that orders for child support run until the child is eighteen years of age or until the child is married or becomes self‑supporting, as determined by the court, whichever occurs first or to provide for child support ; or without further order, past the age of eighteen years if the child is in still attending high school and is making satisfactory progress toward completion of high school, not to exceed the nineteenth birthday unless exceptional circumstances are found to exist or unless there is high school graduation or the end of the school year after the child reaches nineteen years of age, whichever is later; or in accordance with a preexisting agreement or order to provide for child support past the age of eighteen years;  and or in the discretion of the court, to provide for child support past age eighteen where there are physical or mental disabilities of the child or other exceptional circumstances that warrant the continuation of child support beyond age eighteen for as long as the physical or mental disabilities or exceptional circumstances continue.”


SECTION
3.
Section 20‑7‑1140(A) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 80 of 2007, is further amended to read:


“(A)
When a support order or income‑withholding order issued in another state is registered, the registering tribunal shall notify the nonregistering party.  Notice must be given by first‑class, certified, or registered mail or by any means of personal service authorized by the law of this State. The notice must be accompanied by a copy of the registered order and the documents and relevant information accompanying the order.”


SECTION
4.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor./


Renumber sections to conform.


Amend title to conform.

JAMES H. HARRISON for Committee.

            
A BILL

TO AMEND SECTION 20‑7‑1315, AS AMENDED, CODE OF LAWS OF SOUTH CAROLINA, 1976, RELATING TO WAGE WITHHOLDING FOR THE COLLECTION AND ENFORCEMENT OF CHILD SUPPORT PAYMENTS, SO AS TO PROVIDE THAT THE FAMILY COURT SHALL ORDER WAGE WITHHOLDING UPON FINDING THAT A PERSON, WHO IS NOT REQUIRED TO PAY THROUGH WAGE WITHHOLDING OR THE FAMILY COURT, IS, OR HAS BEEN, IN ARREARS IN AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THREE OR MORE MONTH’S SUPPORT OBLIGATION.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina:

SECTION
1.
Section 20‑7‑1315(B) of the 1976 Code, as last amended by Act 71 of 1997, is further amended by adding at the end:


“(4)
If an obligor, whose wages are not withheld and who is not required to pay through the family court, is found to be, or is found to have been, delinquent pursuant to an order for support in an amount equal to three or more month’s support obligation, the court, upon such finding, shall order wage withholding to begin immediately for the payment of the obligor’s support obligation, even if the arrearage has been fully or partially paid at the time of the hearing.”

SECTION
2.
This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor.
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